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Concepts addressed: 
Language Arts 
  
The Writing Process  
 
Donald Graves, Donald Murray, and the National Writing Project have had significant influence on 
how writing is taught in elementary classrooms. Teaching writing, rather than doing writing, involves 
a recursive process in which the students take a much more active role.  
 

o Stage 1: Prewriting  
o "Getting ready to write" stage  
o In this stage, writers choose a topic, consider a purpose for their writing, consider the 

audience, consider form and gather and organize ideas. Research suggests that 70% 
of writing time should be spent on prewriting.  

o Stage 2: Drafting  
o During this phase, students focus on getting their ideas on paper. There is little 

concern about spelling, punctuation, and other mechanics. The intent is to compose 
ideas and make new decisions about purpose, audience, and form of the writing.  

o Stage 3: Revising  
o During this stage, writers refine ideas by asking others to provide feedback.  
o Revision is not polishing - it is revisiting the text to make changes using the 

comments provided by other writers.  
o Stage 4: Editing and Proofreading  

o Editing is putting the piece of writing into its final form. Here the writing focus 
changes from text composition to correcting mechanics, spelling, and grammar. The 
writer now writes for the reader.  

o Stage 5: Publishing  
o Writers share their compositions with an audience in order to see themselves as 

authors. This can happen through a variety of ways such as Author's Chair, 
submitting work for publication, or creation of a class anthology.  

 
Six Trait Writing Model  

o The Six Trait Writing Model comprises the following traits:  
o Ideas and Content. The message the writer conveys, what the writer has to say. This 

should be fresh and original, unique to the writers' personal experience. The content should 
contain details to support the main message.  

 
Organization is the overall logical and efficient structure of the content. The introduction of the plot 
or theme, the build-up, the climax, and the resolution should all be introduced and addressed with 
proper timing and balance.  


