Goal 1: Students will write effectively and responsibly and will understand and interpret the written expression of others.
Level 1 - Below Proficient
Convey meaning inconsistently due to errors in
Mechanics, Grammar, and
Syntax: Write using standard
punctuation, grammar, and syntax.
American English, including
correct punctuation, grammar, and
sentence structure.

Level 2 - Proficient
Level 3 - Exemplary
Convey meaning adequately in prose that is clear Convey meaning precisely, clearly, and fluently
and fluent overall, though some lapses are evident. in prose that demonstrates control of the
conventions of punctuation, grammar, and
syntax.

Logical Development. Write
logically

Use sometimes relevant logic to explore the
subject in some parts of the essay, though that
logic is intermittent and, at times, incoherent.

Use relevant logic to explore the subject and to
Use relevant, systematic, and coherent logic to
develop the essay, though that logic is not wholly explore the subject and to develop the essay.
systematic or coherent.

Persuasion. Write persuasively,
using a variety of rhetorical
strategies (e.g., exposition,
argumentation, description).

Use a limited repertoire of rhetorical strategies,
only some of which are suited to the writing task
and audience, that demonstrates limited
understanding of the subject and an inability to
argue plausibly or consistently.

Use a variety of rhetorical strategies, most of
Use a variety of rhetorical strategies suited to the
which are suited to the writing task and audience, writing task and audience to demonstrate mastery
to demonstrate adequate comprehension of the
of the subject and to argue convincingly.
subject and to argue plausibly overall.

Demonstrate an attempt to use sources to support
Research and Documentation.
Incorporate formal research and
ideas, but effort and results are inconsistent as is
documentation into their writing, documentation.
including research obtained
through modern, technology-based
research tools.
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Demonstrate mostly consistent use of credible,
relevant sources to support ideas and document
them properly overall, though some lapses are
evident.

Demonstrate skillful use of credible, relevant
sources to develop ideas and document them
properly.
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Goal 3: Students will understand the diversity and complexity of the human experiences through study of the social sciences.

Identify and explain basic concepts,
terminology, theories, and systems of
inquiry of the selected social science
disciplines

Apply selected social science concepts and
theories to contemporary or historical issues
from different behavioral, cultural,
institutional, temporal, or spatial contexts

Analyze the extent and impact of diversity
among individuals, cultures, or societies in
contemporary or historical contexts using
social science methods and concepts

Level 1 - Below Proficient

Level 2 - Proficient

Level 3 - Exemplary

Demonstrates a limited ability to identify and explain basic concepts, terminology,
theories, and systems of inquiry of the selected social science disciplines as illustrated
by less than 70% of the information being correct

Adequately demonstrates an ability to identify and explain basic concepts, terminology,
theories, and systems of inquiry of the selected social science disciplines as illustrated by at
least 70 to 90% of the information being correct

Adequately demonstrates an ability to identify and explain basic concepts,
terminology, theories, and systems of inquiry of the selected social science
disciplines as illustrated by greater than 90% of the information being correct

Students poorly apply concepts and theories to contemporary or historical issues from
different behavioral, cultural, institutional, temporal, or spatial contexts

Students can adequately apply concepts and theories to contemporary or historical issues
from different behavioral, cultural, institutional, temporal, or spatial contexts

Students skillfully apply concepts and theories to contemporary or historical
issues from different behavioral, cultural, institutional, temporal, or spatial
contexts

Theories and concepts show major mistakes in definitions

Theories and concepts generally correct but some mistakes may be evident

Theories and concepts correct and demonstrate detailed understanding

Students poorly select, transfer, and use concepts and theories to illustrate, interpret,
or develop solutions for contemporary or historical issues from different behavioral,
cultural, institutional, temporal, or spatial contexts

Students select, transfer, and use concepts and theories to illustrate, interpret, or develop
solutions for contemporary or historical issues from different behavioral, cultural,
institutional, temporal, or spatial contexts

Students systematically select, transfer, and use concepts and theories to
illustrate, interpret, or develop solutions for contemporary or historical issues
from different behavioral, cultural, institutional, temporal, or spatial contexts

Demonstrates a limited ability to analyze the extent of impact of diversity among
individuals, cultures, or societies in historical or contemporary contexts using social
science methods and concepts

Demonstrates an adequate ability to analyze the extent of impact of diversity among
individuals, cultures, or societies in historical or contemporary contexts using social
science methods and concepts

Demonstrates a skillful ability to analyze the extent of impact of diversity among
individuals, cultures, or societies in historical or contemporary contexts using
social science methods and concepts

Students poorly apply or misapply concepts or and theories to contemporary or
historical issues

Students can generally apply concepts and theories to contemporary or historical issues

Students can consistently and fluently apply concepts and theories to
contemporary or historical issues

Theories and concepts show major mistakes in definitions

Theories and concepts generally correct but some mistakes may be evident

Theories and concepts correct and demonstrate detailed understanding

Students poorly identify the strengths and weaknesses of contending explanations or
interpretations of contemporary or historical social issues based on selected social
science disciplinary standards

Students can generally identify the strengths and weaknesses of contending explanations or
interpretations of contemporary or historical social issues based on selected social science
disciplinary standards

Students systematically identify the strengths and weaknesses of contending
explanations or interpretations of contemporary or historical social issues based
on selected social science disciplinary standards

Goal 5: Students will understand and apply fundamental mathematical processes and reasoning.

Outcome 1: Students will use
mathematical symbols and
mathematical structure to model
and solve real world problems.

Outcome 2: Students will
demonstrate appropriate
communication skills related to
mathematical terms and concepts.

Level 1 - Below Proficient
Level 2 - Proficient
Minimal understanding of mathematical processes Basic understanding of, and has the ability to
and reasoning.
apply, fundamental mathematical processes and
reasoning.
Aware of a mathematical plan to solve a
Follows a mathematical plan to solve a
quantitative problem.
quantitative problem.
Aware of a sequence of steps that constitutes a
Follows a given sequence of steps that constitutes
valid line of reasoning.
a valid line of reasoning.

Level 3 - Exemplary
Deep understanding of, and has the ability to
apply and analyze, mathematical processes and
reasoning effectively.
Creates a mathematical plan to solve a
quantitative problem.
Creates a given sequence of steps that constitutes
a valid line of reasoning.

Aware of a multi-step mathematical process to
answer a question and the need to evaluate the
reasonableness of results.

Designs and follows a multi-step mathematical
process through to a logical conclusion and
critically evaluates the reasonableness of the
result.

Follows a multi-step mathematical process
through to a logical conclusion and evaluates the
reasonableness of the result.

Understands mathematical notation, has a working Uses mathematical notation in finding the solution
knowledge of mathematical terms and shows some of a problem and appropriately communicates the
work when solving a problem.
intermediate steps showing work progressing to
the solution.

Uses proper mathematical notation in all aspects
of the solution of a problem and appropriately
communicates the line of reasoning through the
completion of the problem.

Goal 6: Students will understand the fundamental principles of the natural sciences and apply scientific methods of inquiry to investigate the natural world.
Level 1 - Below Proficient (F or D)

Level 2 - Proficient (C or B)

Level 3 - Exemplary (A)

Explain the nature of science including how scientific explanations are formulated,
tested, and modified or validated.

Student demonstrates limited familiarity with nature of science,
and limited knowledge about steps involved in a scientific
process.

Student demonstrates familiarity with the nature of science and
Student demonstrates comprehensive knowledge about the
demonstrates knowledge about steps involved in a scientific
nature of science and the steps involved in a scientific process.
process

Distinguish between scientific and non-scientific evidence and explanations, and use
scientific evidence to construct arguments related to contemporary issues.

Student demonstrates limited ability to distinguish scientific
statements from non-scientific statements, and cannot use
scientific evidence to evaluate arguments related to
contemporary issues in science.

Student demonstrates ability to distinguish scientific statements
Student applies evidence-based approach to evaluate
from non-scientific statements, and uses scientific explanation
arguments related to contemporary issues in science.
to evaluate arguments related to contemporary issues in science

Apply basic observational, quantitative, or technological methods to gather and analyze
data and draw evidence-based conclusions in a laboratory setting.

Student demonstrates limited ability to follow observational,
quantitative, or technological methods for designing and
conducting experiments, including gathering and analyzing data
to test a hypothesis in a laboratory or field setting.

Student demonstrates ability to follow observational,
quantitative, or technological methods for designing and
conducting experiments, including gathering and analyzing data
to test a hypothesis in a laboratory or field setting.

Understand and apply foundational knowledge and discipline-specific concepts to
address issues, solve problems, or predict natural phenomena.

Student demonstrates understanding of foundational knowledge
Student lacks understanding of foundational knowledge and
and major concepts covered in the scientific discipline and
major concepts covered in the scientific discipline and shows
shows some ability to apply scientific knowledge and concepts
little or no ability to apply scientific knowledge and concepts to
in problem solving, decision making or describing natural
address issues, solve problems, or predict natural phenomena.
phenomena.

Student demonstrates advanced ability to follow observational,
quantitative, or technological methods, including generating
hypotheses, designing and conducting scientific experiments,
as well as collecting and analyzing data to draw a conclusion.

Student demonstrates thorough understanding of foundational
knowledge and major concepts covered in the scientific
discipline, and skillfully applies them in problem solving or
predicting natural phenomena.

