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SUBJECT: Native American Student Achievement Advisory Council 
 

On Feb. 2, 2015, Gov. Dennis Daugaard issued Executive Order 2015-02 calling for the 
establishment of the Native American Student Achievement Advisory Council (NASAAC). This 
order came as a result of a request by the Great Plains Tribal Chairman’s Association. Council 
members will be looking to identify successful strategies to change the current learning paradigm 
for American Indian students in South Dakota. Specifically, the group is tasked with examining 
the following issues:  
 

1. Factors affecting achievement of students; 
2. Effect of non-traditional schools on student achievement; 
3. Methods of financing, establishing, and authorizing non-traditional schools; and 
4. Other related issues as determined by the council. 

 
The council consists of representatives from the Indian Education Advisory Council, the 

Department of Education, the Department of Tribal Relations, educations groups, tribal leaders, 
individual educators, community members, and parents. Dr. Urla Marcus (BHSU) and Dr. 
Charlotte Davidson (SDSU) serve as the representation for public higher education in South 
Dakota. A complete list of NASAAC members can be found here.  
 

The council has met twice with two more meetings scheduled before they submit their 
report to the governor and the state legislature on December 1. The first meeting was used to lay 
the groundwork of the council and identify where South Dakota is at with American Indian 
student achievement historically and today as well as small group work where members 
discussed what they would do if money were no object. The second meeting consisted of 
presentations from various groups providing educational enrichment services to American Indian 
students and their teachers including the WoLakota Project, GEAR UP, Jobs for America’s 
Graduates (JAG), and the Native American Community Academy (NACA) from Albuquerque, 
NM. 
 

The discussions of the council have been largely circular with a focus on how to define 
achievement and a strong push from one group within the council for the establishment of 
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charter schools for American Indian students in South Dakota. While the focus has been almost 
entirely on K-12, the topics of the Human Resources and Indian Education courses required for 
teacher certification and how they are taught has come up. There are questions about the content 
and relevance of the courses as they specifically relate to American Indian students in South 
Dakota. These courses were an ongoing focus for Lowell Amiotte during his tenure as Director 
of Indian Education and as a result have been discussed at length with teacher preparation 
programs within the regental system over the course of the past year. 
 

The remaining meetings are scheduled for August 26-27 in Mission, October 6-7 in 
Flandreau, and November 18-19 in Pierre. The meetings are open to the public, and agendas are 
posted to the Office of Indian Education’s website prior to each meeting. 
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