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SUBJECT: 2015 Title IX Athletic Interest Survey – Planning 
 

Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 (Title IX) stipulates that postsecondary 
institutions receiving federal funding may not discriminate on the basis of sex.  Subsequent 
policy interpretation has extended this principle to the realm of collegiate athletics under the 
general notion that institutions must provide opportunities for athletic participation that 
effectively accommodate the interests and abilities of both sexes.   Institutions found not to be in 
compliance with Title IX risk the loss of essential federal support, including student financial 
aid, sponsored research funding, and other important subsidies. 
 

The USDOE Office for Civil Rights (OCR) allows postsecondary institutions to use 
student survey data as one means to evaluate the extent to which they successfully accommodate 
students’ athletic interests and abilities.  Accordingly, in 2009 and again in 2012, SDBOR central 
office staff coordinated the design, collection, and analysis of “athletic interest” student surveys 
across the university system.  This undertaking was intended to support institutional efforts to 
demonstrate compliance with Title IX. 
 

Athletic interest surveys will again be administered in Fall 2015.  Unless objections arise, 
surveys will be deployed during the same period typically used for fall term system surveys, i.e., 
the first two full weeks in November.  AAC members will be asked – as in past years – to assist 
with the distribution of survey invitation emails and reminder emails to students at their 
respective institutions.   
 

One key question warrants consideration by AAC members.  In past years, survey data 
have been used to produce a system-level summary report which has been presented to COPS 
members and to the full board as an executive session item.  However, past feedback from 
campus staff suggests that this approach (i.e., creating a system-level report) is of limited value 
to individual institutions for compliance purposes.  Accordingly, AAC members are asked to 
discuss the potential advantages of replacing the existing system-level summary report with an 
alternative approach.  [The most recent summary report will be provided to AAC members 
through a separate attachment prior to the meeting.]  One possibility is the sharing of raw survey 
response data with campus staff; this approach would enable campuses to apply their own 
custom analyses according to institutional interests and concerns. 


