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RECOMMENDED ACTION 

  
Move forward. Provide comments and concerns to Jay Perry. 

ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COUNCIL 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM:  4 – B (2) 
 

DATE:  November 5, 2015 
 

****************************************************************************** 
 
SUBJECT: New Certificate Request: USD Certificate in Photography 
 
 University of South Dakota (USD) requests authorization to offer a certificate in 
Photography. The program is designed for students to gain technical photographic skills to 
complement a variety of major and minors. USD anticipates the certificate will appeal to 
students in media and journalism and criminal justice as well students majoring in the arts who 
need photographic skills to document their paintings, ceramics, sculptures, and other works. The 
certificate coursework does not require the addition of any new courses and completion of the 
certificate requires 12 credit hours. 



1 http://www.bls.gov/ooh/media-and-communication/photographers.htm 
2 http://www.bls.gov/ooh/arts-and-design/art-directors.htm 

 

SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF REGENTS 

Certificate Request 

 

This form is to be used to request approval for a new certificate program that includes currently offered 

courses.  A certificate program is not a major or minor.  Refer to BOR policy 2:23 Certificate Programs.  
 

USD  Art/College of Fine Arts  Elizabeth M. Freeburg  10/22/15 

Institution  Division/Department  Institutional Approval Signature  Date 
 

 

1. Name of Program: Photography 
 

2. Provide a justification for the program.   

The University of South Dakota seeks approval to create a certificate in photography.  Students from a 

variety of fields need photography skills beyond that of “pointing and clicking” a camera. For example, art 

students who submit work as contributing or showcased artists must be competent photographers in order 

to document their paintings, ceramics, sculptures, etc.  The proposed certificate will offer a desirable 

educational add-on opportunity. 
 

Photography certificate students will hone the requisite technical skills while developing their individual 

creative styles in a variety of photography mediums.   The selected courses will provide comprehensive 

education and training in traditional and digital camera settings, the basics of automatic settings in the point 

and shoot varieties as well as more advanced techniques, software editing skills, and composition skills 

such that certificate holders will be equipped to tell the visual stories of their chosen professions.   
 

Workforce demand for those with training in photography1 and related fields such as art directors2 is 

expected to grow by 3-4% nationally by 2022. 
 

3. Who is the audience for the program?  

Current USD degree-seeking undergraduate students, outside of the Bachelor of Fine Arts, Photography 

specialization.  This may include students in the B.F.A. Art program or outside of the Art major. The 

Photography certificate will be stackable to other undergraduate degree programs across campus including 

the B.F.A. art degree.  Students from degree programs in Media and Journalism, Criminal Justice and 

Sciences currently take photography courses at USD, without the benefit of a certificate. Marketable skills 

from a Photography certificate include camera operation for both digital and traditional formats, digital 

software skills in Adobe software and traditional darkroom skills for adjustment of the final print, including 

sharpening, contrast and basic print tools.  Additionally, storage of digital and archival photographs, 

archival inkjet printer operation and general design skills for best practices in photography.  The 

photogrpahy certificate will benefit any USD graduate pursuing jobs as: police photographer, medical 

photographer, photo journalist, or fine arts photographer.   
 

4. List the courses to be completed, the credit hours of each course, and the total number of  

credit hours required for the program. 

 

Prefix & # Title Credit Hrs 

ART 260 Digital Photography  3 

ART 261 Photography I 3 

ART 262 Photo Materials and Techniques  3 

ART 263 Digital Photography II 3 

 Total Credit Hours Required 12 

 

5. Proposed CIP code:  50.0605 

6.   Effective Date of Certificate Program:  Fall 2016 

ATTACHMENT I     2

http://www.bls.gov/ooh/media-and-communication/photographers.htm
http://www.bls.gov/ooh/arts-and-design/art-directors.htm
http://www.sdbor.edu/policy/2-academic_Affairs/documents/2-23.pdf



