
****************************************************************************** 
RECOMMENDED ACTION 

  
Move forward.  Provide comments and concerns to Jay Perry. 

ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COUNCIL 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM:  4 – B (1) 
 

DATE:  November 5, 2015 
 

****************************************************************************** 
 
SUBJECT: New Certificate Request: USD Certificate in Graphic Design 
 
 University of South Dakota (USD) requests authorization to offer a certificate in Graphic 
Design. The program is designed for students who want technical skills in image manipulation, 
advertising, and broad graphic design but cannot complete an art minor (the art minor requires 
more credits than the standard Regental system 18 credit hours). USD anticipates the 
specialization will strongly appeal to those students majoring in media and journalism, business, 
and computer science. The certificate coursework does not require the addition of any new 
courses and completion of the certificate requires 12 credit hours. 
 
 
 



1 http://www.sdjobs.org/lmic/occupation_projections_high_demand_bachelors_2012_2022.aspx 
2 http://www.bls.gov/ooh/arts-and-design/graphic-designers.htm 

 

SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF REGENTS 

Certificate Request 

 

This form is to be used to request approval for a new certificate program that includes currently offered 

courses.  A certificate program is not a major or minor.  Refer to BOR policy 2:23 Certificate Programs.  
 

USD  Art/College of Fine Arts  Elizabeth M. Freeburg  10/22/15 

Institution  Division/Department  Institutional Approval Signature  Date 
 

 

1. Name of Program: Graphic Design 
 

2. Provide a justification for the program.   
 

The University of South Dakota seeks approval to create a certificate in graphic design. USD has a 

successful major in graphic design where coursework is routinely taken by students from different 

disciplines across campus.  A subset of students outside of the major either cannot complete a minor in 

art along with their selected major (minors are typically 18 credit hours but the art minor is 24 credit 

hours as well as additional drawing and basic design classes) or wish to focus more exclusively than 

the minor itself allows.  A certificate in graphic design would provide these students with an additional 

transcripted skill-set. The certificate courses provide conceptual thinking skills combined with 

technical skills in industry software; students will also have the opportunity to develop a body of 

creative works for portfolio presentation as they enter their chosen field.     
 

Demand for graphic designers is expected to grow by 7% in South Dakota1 and nationally2 by 2022. 
 

3. Who is the audience for the program? 
 

Current USD degree-seeking undergraduate students pursuing degrees outside of the Bachelor of Fine 

Arts with a Graphic Design specialization. Students from degrees in Media and Journalism, Business 

and Computer Science currently take graphic design courses at USD, without the benefit of a 

certificate.  The graphic design certificate will be stackable to other degrees across campus and in the 

BFA art degree.  Marketable skills from a Graphic Design certificate include industry standard 

computer and software skills, including Adobe Creative Cloud.  Design skills for best practices in 

image manipulation, advertising, Information Technology skills, and understanding of deadlines and 

time management.  The graphic design certificate will benefit any USD student pursuing jobs in 

advertising, web design, medical illustrator, journalism and software design, to name a few.  
 

4. List the courses to be completed, the credit hours of each course, and the total number of  

credit hours required for the program.  

 

Prefix & # Title Credit Hrs 

ARTD 205 Digital Design  3 

ARTD 215 Typography 3 

ARTD 315 Brand Identity 3 

ARTD 325 Digital and Web Design I 3 

 Total Credit Hours Required 12  

 

5. Proposed CIP code:  50.0409 
 

6.  Effective Date of Certificate Program:  Fall 2016 

ATTACHMENT I     2

http://www.sdjobs.org/lmic/occupation_projections_high_demand_bachelors_2012_2022.aspx
http://www.bls.gov/ooh/arts-and-design/graphic-designers.htm
http://www.sdbor.edu/policy/2-academic_Affairs/documents/2-23.pdf



