
1 
 

South Dakota State University Summer Bridge Pilot 
July 18, 2011 to August 12, 2011 

 

South Dakota State University (SDSU) conducted a Summer Bridge pilot program from July 18, 

2011 to August 12, 2011.  The intent of the Summer Bridge pilot program was to assist first-year 

students in making a successful transition from high school to college by becoming acclimated 

to campus life, gaining access to student support programs and services, and learning effective 

academic skills. In addition, the program afforded students the opportunity to complete pre-

general education courses prior to the fall semester.   

Approximately one year prior to the scheduled program, an interdisciplinary team was 

convened to study programs and make a recommendation for SDSU. The team consisted of the 

Director of Admissions, a Financial Aid representative, the English and Mathematics 

Department Heads, the Reading Instructor, the Multi-Cultural Center Director, the Director of 

Camps and Conferences, two Student Association Senators and the Dean of General Studies 

(now University College). 

The team agreed upon the following Student Learning Outcomes for the program.  As a result 

of this program, students will be able to: 

 Utilize resources needed to be academically successful 

 Increase their academic motivation 

 Adapt to the academic, social and emotional pressures experienced in the 
transition to college. 
 

The team studied the Summer Bridge programs at Washington State University, Montana State 

University, The Florida State University, several California State Universities, Colorado State 

University and Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapolis. 

The universities had a number of summer bridge programs ranging from focus on first 

generation students, students of color, to Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM).  

The team recommended to the Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs and the Vice 

President for Student Affairs the pilot remain open to all students and not identify a specific 

group.   

The Admissions office sent information to targeted students with ACT sub-scores that require a 

student to take at least one of the pre-general education courses.  Letters were sent to 971 

students who scored below the required minimums to take college level classes in the 

designated areas. 
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The Admissions office imported students’ names and Colleague ID numbers onto registration 

forms to make the process easier for the students.  In addition, the Admissions office tailored 

each registration form to the individual student so it only listed the courses they were required 

to take. 

Individual counts are listed below: 

  80 students needed MATH 095, ENGL 032 & READ 041 
  50 students needed MATH 095, ENGL 033 & READ 041 
  55 students needed MATH 095 & READ 041 
149 students needed MATH 095 & ENGL 032  
  16 students needed MATH 095 & ENGL 033 
355 students needed MATH 095 
  76 students needed READ 041 
119 students needed ENGL 032 
    8 students needed ENGL 033  
  56 students needed ENGL 032 & READ 041 
    7 students needed ENGL 033 & READ 041 
 

The students who participated in the Summer Bridge pilot program had ACT composite scores 

which ranged from 13 to 27 with an average ACT composite score of 19.  Students’ ACT sub-

scores ranged as follows: 

Science: 16 – 29  
Read: 11 – 32 
Math:  14 – 27 
English:    9 – 23 

 
Initially, pre-general education courses were offered to accommodate all of the ACT sub-scores; 

however, due to low registrations for the sections, READ 041 – Reading for College Success and 

ENGL 032 Basic Writing II were not offered.  In addition to the pre-general education courses 

offered, GS 101 – Academic and Career Exploration and GS 141 – Mastering Lifetime Learning 

Skills were also offered to fulfill the objective of learning effective academic success. 

Twenty-two students participated in the Summer Bridge 2011 program.  Their enrollment is 

outlined below:   

   5 students enrolled in ENGL 033 - Basic Writing III 
   9 students enrolled in GS 101 - Academic and Career Exploration 
 10 students enrolled in GS 143 - Mastering Lifetime Learning 
 17 students enrolled in MATH 095 -Pre-College Algebra 



3 
 

Students who are in a degree program may qualify for Federal Financial Aid if they are enrolled 
at least half-time (six undergraduate credits).  However, using those funds to pay for the 
Summer Bridge program reduces the amount of financial aid available for subsequent fall and 
spring semesters.  Of the 22 students participating in the Summer Bridge program, eleven 
students were Pell Grant eligible.   

Below, please find the credit load for Summer Bridge 2011 students: 

9 students took 6 credits 
2 students took 5 credits 
1 student took 4 credits 
7 students took 3 credits 
1 student took 2 credits  
1 student took 1 credit 
 

All of the students enrolled in ENGL 033 successfully completed the course.  Students in GS 101 

all passed the course with seven students receiving a grade of A and two of the students 

receiving a grade of B.  All students enrolled in GS 143 successfully completed the course with 8 

students earning a grade of A and two students earning a grade of B. 

MATH 095 was the most challenging course for students to complete.  Dr. Kurt Cogswell, head 

of the SDSU Mathematics and Statistics Department noted that “All students functioned well in 

this learning environment, making progress directly proportional to the time invested in the 

course.  Twelve of the students are currently enrolled in the fall semester MATH 095 and 

continue to make good progress towards course completion”. 

Dr. Cogswell also provided the following graphs with greater detail on student effort and 

commitment towards the course. 
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 Out of 26 total modules, here are the numbers completed for each student: 
 

 

 

 

 
The 22 students participating in the program came to SDSU from four separate states:  16 from 

South Dakota (five from Brookings), three from Iowa, one from Nebraska, one Minnesota and 

one from Illinois.   

Universities with strong Summer Bridge programs stressed the need to develop community 

building among the students, especially those students living in the residence hall. Eleven 

students lived in the resident hall during the program.  An aggressive activity schedule was 

developed to help promote a sense of community amongst these students.  All students 

participating in the program were invited to the activities; however, the students living in the 
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residence hall utilized the activities the most.   Students living off-campus were employed and 

indicated they did not have the time available for the activities.  In addition to the classes, daily 

tutoring sessions, and activities, the First Year Professional Advisors met with the students 

frequently.  Students in the Mastering Lifetime Learning course participated in a community 

service project to provide basic hygiene needs to members of the community. 

A complete list of activities is attached to this report.  Participant feedback was very positive; 

however, the students recommended cutting the number of activities in the future.   

Assessment data is utilized to inform practices.  Four assessment instruments are identified in 

the table found below.  

Means of assessment Criteria  Results How used to improve 
program 

Examine participants to 
non-participants 

Term GPA   

Pre/post surveys    

Increased retention 
rates 

   

Increased progression 
rates 

   

 
Progression and retention data will not be available until the spring 2012 semester begins.  

Focus groups have visited with the Summer Bridge students to determine their perceptions and 

will be used to make improvements.  The focus groups will continue throughout the year with 

the Summer Bridge participants and a control group with similar ACT scores who did not 

participate in the program.  Examination of the fall 2011 enrollment, found that of the 22 

students who participated in the Summer Bridge program, 20 are currently enrolled at SDSU.  

One student is taking courses at USD and one student has chosen to not continue his education 

at this time.  The First Year Professional Advisor who worked with this student during the 

program remains in contact with the student. 

In addition to the IDEA surveys to evaluate the courses, students completed a series of 

questions directed towards the student life portion of the program.  The student comments are 

attached to this report.   
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Overall, the Summer Bridge pilot was a success.  The goals of the Summer Bridge to Success 

program were to advance the learning opportunities and increase academic achievement, 

create a sense of community, and provide incoming first year students with an opportunity to 

achieve a smooth transition into college.  This was accomplished by creating an atmosphere 

where students could see themselves as college students; understand the transition to a 

collegiate environment and become familiar with the social atmosphere and expectations of 

college.  In addition, students’ comfortable level grew with increasing exposure to familiar faces 

and resources available to them during Summer Bridge.  By reading the student comments and 

visiting during focus groups, the goals were met.   

However, there is always room for improvement.  We will execute a stronger marketing plan, 

beginning with Senior Day on October 15th, and carry this plan through Jackrabbit Receptions, 

which are held around the area, TGIF presentations, and into New Student Orientations.  

Correspondence with students will carry stronger wording emphasizing the need to participate 

in the Summer Bridge program to ensure success in college.  A website is being developed as is 

a promotional brochure.   

 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

17  JULY 

 

 

Pizza Party 6pm 

Welcome  

 

Orientation 7pm 

Briggs Library 

 

Optional Campus 

Tour 8:30pm?? 

18  

FIRST DAY OF CLASS 

 

SDSU technology refresher 

workshop 4:15-5pm 

(Briggs Library Main Floor 

Computer Lab) 

 

Open study lounge 8am-5pm 

(Wintrode Student Success 

Center) 

19 

Academic Advisor Ice Cream 

Social 4:15-5pm 

(Wintrode Student success 

Center) 

 

Open study lounge 8am-5pm 

(Wintrode Student Success 

Center) 

 

 Tutoring Available  7-9pm 

(Briggs Library Main Floor) 

20  

Summer school success 

workshop 4:15-5pm 

(Wintrode Student Success 

Center) 

 

Open study lounge 8am-5pm 

(Wintrode Student Success 

Center) 

 

21  

Open study lounge 8am-5pm 

(Wintrode Student Success Center) 

 

Tutoring Available  3-5 pm 

(Wintrode Student Success Center) 

 

Discover Brookings!  

Check out Main Street Music, 

numerous dinner options, & bingo  

22  

Open study lounge 8am-5pm 

(Wintrode Student Success Center) 

 

Discover Campus! 

Check out the wellness center 

23  

Discover Brookings! 

Check out local 

attractions such as the 

city pool 

 

24 

Discover Campus! 

Check out the 

Frisbee golf course 

25 

Campus resources scavenger 

hunt 4:15-5pm (meet at Info 

Exchange in the Union) 

 

Open study lounge 8am-5pm 

(Wintrode Student Success 

Center) 

 

Tutoring Available  7-9pm 

(Briggs Library Main Floor) 

26 

Open study lounge 8am-5pm 

(Wintrode Student Success 

Center) 

 

Bowling (Prairie Lanes) 

7-9pm 

 

27 

Open study lounge 8am-5pm 

(Wintrode Student Success 

Center) 

 

Brookings Community Theatre 

Show (Free for students) 

PAC 7:30 pm 

 

 

28  

Open study lounge 8am-5pm 

(Wintrode Student Success Center) 

 

Tutoring Available  3-5 pm 

(Wintrode Student Success Center) 

 

Discover Campus!  

Check out the Art Museum 

Exhibition 4:30 pm 

29  

Open study lounge 8am-5pm 

(Wintrode Student Success Center) 

 

Tutoring Available  10am-12pm 

(Wintrode Student Success Center) 

 

Game Night 7pm-? 

(Pierson Hall Hobo Hangout) 

 

30 

Falls Park 

Pheasant Game 

31 

The microwave 

gourmet cooking 

demonstration 

(Caldwell Hall) 

6pm 

 

1 AUGUST 

Open study lounge 8am-5pm 

(Wintrode Student Success 

Center) 

 

Tutoring Available  7-9pm 

(Briggs Library Main Floor) 

 

 

2 

Open study lounge 8am-5pm 

(Wintrode Student Success 

Center) 

 

Movie Night 7pm 

(Brookings Theatre) 

 

 

3 

Open study lounge 8am-5pm 

(Wintrode Student Success 

Center) 

 

Finals Exam Prep4:15-5pm 

(Wintrode Student Success 

Center) 

 

4 

Open study lounge 8am-5pm 

(Wintrode Student Success Center) 

 

Tutoring Available  3-5 pm 

(Wintrode Student Success Center) 

 

Outdoor Game Night 7pm 

(Residence Hall Green) 

(Hobo Hangout in Pierson Hall if 

weather is bad) 

5 

Open study lounge 8am-5pm 

(Wintrode Student Success Center) 

 

Tutoring Available  10am-12pm 

(Wintrode Student Success Center) 

 

 

 

6 

Redman Center, visit 

Watertown 

7 

Discover Campus! 

Check out 

McCrory Gardens 

8 

Open study lounge 8am-5pm 

(Wintrode Student Success 

Center) 

 

Tutoring Available  7-9pm 

(Briggs Library Main Floor) 

 

9 

Open study lounge 8am-5pm 

(Wintrode Student Success 

Center) 

 

Relaxation and Stress 

Management (tentative )           

4:15-5pm 

 

10 

Open study lounge 8am-5pm 

(Wintrode Student Success 

Center) 

 

Grill Out with Staff, Faculty, 

and Students Caldwell Hall 

(5:30pm) 

11  

LAST DAY OF CLASS 

Open study lounge 8am-5pm 

(Wintrode Student Success Center) 

 

12 

Discover Campus!  

Check out the SDSU soccer 

exhibition 6:00 pm 

13 

 

 



  

  

  

  

  

 
 

Summer Bridge 2011 Student Comments  
 

1. What made you decide to participate in the Summer Bridge experience?   

 I needed the class and it was full in the fall. 

 To get done with classes that I would probably ignore when I have a fuller schedule. 

 My mom talked me into it.  At first I didn’t want to, but I realized it would really benefit me in the 
long run. 

 I really wanted to get a head start on Math 095. 

 I wanted to get ahead in my classes and learn how college life really works before the fall. 
 

2. What aspects of the Summer Bridge experience were positive? 

 I liked everything about it. 

 Being able to have such small classes and meeting people 

 The great professors/teachers and the friends I made in the dorms 

 The class were small so you had help from professors right way; being able to check into your 
(dorm or dorm room) when this program is over 

 

3. What aspects of your Summer Bridge experience could be improved? 

 More variety of classes 

 The course material was overly simple. 

 The way the staff talks to people.  We were called medial (dumb) students and failures because 
we are in this program.  Larson’s being open, having food provided when Larson’s is closed. 

 In my opinion, there isn’t much that needs to be improved.  I was very impressed by how well 
our needs were taken care of. 

 I was stressed by the amount of work I had to do sometimes. 

 Entertainment! 

 I think the program when you start out needs to be organized, such as eating program what we 
will all need. 

 

4. What have you learned during Summer Bridge that you will take with you into your classes for fall 

2011 and spring 2012? 

 Time management and study skills 

 Actual time and dedication required 

 Responsibility.  It is up to me to be prepared for my classes. 

 Study lots, start papers early and don’t miss class 

 Better writing skills – this will help with other classes in the future, or any other reason I might 
have to write a paper/essay. 

 I know campus a little better, how the classes can be like, a taste of the dorm life. 
 

5. Would you recommend Summer Bridge to other incoming freshmen?  Yes    15     No   1  
 

Comments: 

 Great way to start some classes. 

 I told my manager what we did in class one day and he asked if I was in the third grade again 
not college. 

 It really does help and gets you in the mind set for going to college.  Our business and home life 
should stay separate from the schools. 

 It was a lifetime experience. 

 The smaller classes really helped me, and I feel like I now know at least what I need to improve 
on.  This class will definitely be beneficial in the future.    

 

 
 

South Dakota 

State University 



Summer Bridge 2011 Student Opinion Supplemental Questions 
 
What one experience at the SDSU Summer Bridge helped you the most? 

 Service learning project 

 The one experience that helped me was having such small classes and one on one time with the 
professors. 

 I would say the program as a whole.  Just being able to get an early start and being able to get a 
feel for college life before it really began. 

 
How did the SDSU Summer Bridge clarify your understating of your role as a student, responsibilities 
and expectations for college? 

 Dedication it takes to be a good student, taking control of your own future and what to get out 
of it. 

 Well here I have so much more freedom than at home.  Of course with freedom comes 
responsibility, no one is around to wake you up for class or do your laundry, it’s all up to you. 

 We are expected to be at class and are expected to do the work. 
 
How did the SDSU Summer Bridge help you meet other participants? 

 Well my roommate is a great guy.  We have been doing everything together since we got here.  
All the other kids in the dorm are really nice and a lot of fun.  Being on those trips to Sioux Falls 
and Watertown really helped me get to know people.   

 I was able to meet new people during my classes, which made this program easier. 

 We are all together in one hallway and dorm so that made it easier. 
 

How many hours each week do you expect to study in the upcoming semester? 

 Responses ranged from “half an hour a night” to “as many as needed and maybe more” 
 
Are you planning to return to SDSU in the Fall 2011?  Why or Why not? 

 Yes, this is where I want to be. 

 Yes, already enrolled always planned on it. 

 Possibly.  The major I have decided on is not offered so if I can get into USD, I will. 

 Yes, because I love the campus and it has my major I want. 

 Yes, I am returning in the fall because I really feel that SDSU is the right school for me and 
everyone is nice here. 

 
What programs and services are you most likely to use when you return in two weeks? 

 Wellness Center and Tutoring 

 Classrooms/athletic facilities 

 Advisors 

 I want to be in the Wellness Center and also some places where it will be quiet.  I want to stay 
active and be able to peacefully study. 

 The library and study sessions 
 
Other Comments:   

 They shouldn’t have closed Larson’s as much as they did because not everyone has the kind of 
money to eat out every day.   
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