
ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COUNCIL 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM: 8.O 
 

DATE: September 7, 2006 
 

****************************************************************************** 
 
SUBJECT:  USDSU Transferability of Courses to Degrees 
 
 The attached email was received by the Executive Director regarding transfer of courses 
into degrees at USDSU (Attachment I).  AAC should discuss what assurances the Universities 
can provide regarding requirements for programs offered at USDSU scheduled so that students 
can complete all programs advertised in a timely fashion.   
 

AAC should also review policies governing residency requirements and transfer of credit.  
BOR Policy 2:29 (Attachment II) stipulates that a course in residence is one offered by a degree-
granting regental institution at any of its approved sites (including distance courses).  Courses 
that are part of a formal collaborative agreement (i.e., the core courses in the USD/DSU MSEd 
programs) are also considered courses in residence, regardless of the institution offering the 
course.  So, it's relatively easy for students to transfer in courses from other regental institutions.  
 

It has been suggested that AAC also discuss the development of a collaborative program 
offered by two or more universities which would permit students to use courses offered by all 
partners. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
****************************************************************************** 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 

 Discussion. 
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ATTACHMENT I 
-----Original Message----- 
From: sally seidel [mailto:sseidel@sio.midco.net] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 10:04 PM 
To: Perry, Tad 
Cc: Sevening, Diane 
Subject: usdsu 
 
Mr. Tad Perry: 
I understand you are the president of the Board of Regents.  My name is Sally Seidel, I have an 
undergraduate degree from USD in Business Management and Alcohol and Drug Abuse Studies.  
I now am returning to college to obtain my masters degree.  I currently reside in Sioux Falls, SD 
and am interested in obtained a Master of Science of Interdisciplinary Studies from USD.  As a 
counselor, parent, home owner and non-traditional student I am interested in obtaining the 
coursework in Sioux Falls, rather than commute.  I have contacted NSU, SDSU and USD for 
information, however, to get the degree the Universities only allow a student to transfer in from 
other state accredited schools a limited amount of credits.  Example:  USD will allow me to only 
transfer in 6 credits or 2 classes.  NSU offers many online courses I am interested it, however 
only allow a person to transfer in 9 credits.  What is the purpose of USDSU in Sioux Falls, if not 
to allow a person to obtain course work from more than one accredited state university and 
allow the universities to be more accessible for non traditional students?  I would like you to 
consider and help those of us in Sioux Falls to transfer more credits in to the Universities.  I 
think South Dakota has excellent resources for higher education, however, this road block is an 
unpleasant one with the cost of gas, commuting and not allowing me to be in the same town as 
my teenagers.  I have several concerns and would like to express them to the Board of Regents.  I 
believe it is in your power to work with the universities to allow a more user friendly system so 
those of us who want to pursue a career can do so, with distance learning, telecourses and the 
new technology, I believe the universities are limiting the options, choices and resources 
available to us who are interested in online coursework which is more flexible with the career 
and family lifestyle. 
 
Please consider changing the policies within each university.  Also please advise me as to what 
procedure to take to request this action. 
 
Please contact me.  I am sending a copy of this to my advisor at USD, Diane Sevening. 
thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
Respectfully, 
Sally Seidel 
833 N. Summit Ave 
Sioux Falls, SD  57104 
home phone: 605-333-4315 
work: Glory House 605-332-3273 
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ATTACHMENT II 
SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF REGENTS 

 

 Policy Manual 
 
SUBJECT: Definition of Credits and Related Institutional Requirements 
 
NUMBER: 2:29 
 
 
 
1. Undergraduate  
 

A. Purpose 
  

1. Expose students to the knowledge, competencies, and experience deemed 
essential for degrees conferred by the institution. 

2. Certify that students have met institutional standards. 
3. Provide faculty with the basis to act as a reference for students seeking 

employment. 
 

B. Definitions 
   

1. Credits in Residence 
 
A Credit in Residence within the Board of Regents system is a course offered by any 
of the degree-granting Regental institutions at any approved site using any approved 
method of delivery.  

 
2. Institutional Credits 
 
An institutional credit is a credit offered by the degree granting institution and 
includes credits that are part of a formal collaborative agreement between that 
institution and another Regental institution. 

 
3. Validated Credits 
 
Credit earned for college level courses by validation methods such as Credit by 
Exam, CLEP, AP, portfolio, etc. within the Regental system will not be considered 
“credits in residence.” 

 
 
 
 
 

Page 3 



 
 

C. Institutional Credit Requirements for Degree-Seeking Students 
 

1. Minimum number of credit hours that must be earned from the institution 
granting the degree: 

 
Baccalaureate  32 hours 
Associate  16 hours 

 
2. Number of the last credit hours earned preceding completion of the degree 

that must be earned from the institution granting the degree: 
 

Baccalaureate  16 of the last 32 hours 
Associate  8 of the last 16 hours 

 
3. Minimum number of credit hours specified in the major or minor 

requirements that must be completed at the degree granting institution: 50 
percent. 

 
4. Degree seeking students may complete requirements for a minor at any 

Regental university that has been approved to grant that minor.  This minor 
will be recorded on the transcript in conjunction with a degree/major at that 
university or a degree/major at any other Regental university.  A minor will 
only be recorded on the transcript in conjunction with a degree and major.  

 
5. Student course load status is based on the number of credit hours for which a 

student is enrolled.  
 
 ½ Time Status  6 credit hours minimum 
 ¾ Time Status  9 credit hours minimum 

Full Time Status 12 or more credit hours 
 Overload Status 19 or more credit hours.   

 
 To be eligible for overload status, a student must have a 2.70 cumulative 

grade point average and approval by the Dean of the student’s 
division/college at the home institution. 

 
2. Graduate  
 

A. Purpose 
 

Recognizes that graduate education is an in-depth study of the major field that relies 
upon interactions both in and out of the classroom and is not just a collection of 
courses. 
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Ensures that the student develops a mentoring relationship with the faculty, benefits 
from the collective experiences of the students in the program, and is immersed in 
the intellectual atmosphere of the program derived from the special expertise of the 
faculty. 

 
B. Definitions  

 
1. Credits in Residence 
 
A Credit in Residence within the Board of Regents system is a course offered by any 
of the degree-granting Regental institutions at any approved site using any approved 
method of delivery.  

 
2. Institutional Credits 
 
An institutional credit is a credit offered by the degree granting institution and 
includes credits that are part of a formal collaborative agreement between that 
institution and another Regental institution. 

 
C. Institutional Credit Requirements for Degree-Seeking Students 

 
1. Minimum percentage of credit hours in the graduate degree program that must 

be completed from the institution granting the degree:  60 percent. 
 
2. Maximum percentage of credit hours in the graduate degree program that may 

be required from the institution granting the degree:  75 percent. 
 
3. Program may require that certain courses be completed from the institution 

granting the degree. Courses that must be completed from the institution 
granting the degree must be specified in the institution’s graduate catalog. 

 
4. When the requirements set by a specialized accrediting agency exceed the BOR 

requirements, those of the specialized accrediting agency take precedence. 
 
5. To be eligible for overload status, a student must have approval by the Graduate 

Dean at the student’s home institution.  The Graduate Dean at the home 
institution may certify that a student enrolled for less than 9 credit hours is to be 
considered full time for purposes of awarding assistantships and tuition 
reduction. 

 
 

SOURCE:   BOR, January 1999; BOR, August 2002; BOR, June 2004; BOR, August 2005. 
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