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SUBJECT:  Dual Credit Issues 
 
 Recently there has been communication regarding the dual credit agreements and 
acceptance of certain courses.  We do need to know that the best practices that we stipulate with 
the agreements we have in place are being followed.  The list includes qualification of faculty, 
admission of only those students meeting established standard, control of curriculum (syllabus, 
course materials and grading standards), and closed enrollment.   
 

It appears that the majority of the campuses are aware of the agreements in place and use 
these to guide the acceptance of dual credit courses.  It doesn’t appear that SMSU’s dual credit 
courses are being accepted by anyone. 
 

A request was received from Northeast Community College (NE) to establish an 
agreement.  Records in the office showed that Lesta had refused to process an agreement with 
this institution because they allowed classes to enroll students taking a course for dual credit as 
well as just for high school credit. In a follow-up conversation with the staff member responsible 
for the community college’s program, the best practices identified above were discussed.  The 
staff member noted that all of these were being followed with one exception.  While in some 
cases, enrollment was limited to those taking the course for dual credit, in other cases students 
enrolled for dual credit were mixed with those pursuing high school credit only.  Since this issue 
was raised because of a specific student, it was stated that iof the faculty member and/or the 
community college would stipulate that all of the best practices were met, the course(s) could be 
accepted.  A series of e-mails is included.   
 
 
 What are the next steps for AAC, if any? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
****************************************************************************** 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 Discussion.   



 
From: Gingerich, Sam  
Sent: Thursday, August 10, 2006 4:08 PM 
To: Hallstrom, Peggy 
Cc: Arnold, Clyde; Gabriel, Jodi 
Subject: RE: Articulation Agreement 
 
Peggy, 
  
That's not quite what I said. 
  
I said that I know that in cases where articulation agreements do not exist, that campuses have been 
accepting credits where the student/college/school will attest that the stipulations identified in the 
agreements are met.  In this spirit, I said that if the student could provide documentation to this effect, I 
believe the course could be accepted.   
  
In sum, my only part was to say that if someone stipulated to the established criteria, I would affirm a 
universities decision to accept a dual credit course. 
  
Hope this helps and let me know if you have questions. 
  
Sam 
 

 
From: Hallstrom, Peggy 
Sent: Mon 8/7/2006 12:41 PM 
To: Gingerich, Sam 
Subject: Articulation Agreement 

Matthew Hovendick took credit from Northeast Community College Norfolk, NE, while still in high school. 
 He said that his guidance counselor had spoken with the director of the SD Board of Regents and was 
told that the criteria was met and we could accept the credit.  Can you verify this?  I do not see that 
Northeast has been added to the website. 
  
Thanks,  
Peggy Hallstrom 
NSU Registrar 
hallstrp@northern.edu 
605-626-7767 
 
 

NSU offered this input: 
We do not accept dual enrolled credit from SMSU, or any school unless an agreement has been 
made with the BOR, or I (Registrar) get verification from the registrar that the student actually 
attended on campus, or was taught via distance technology by a faculty member of that 
institution.  I was not aware of the closed enrollment/50% rule.  I initiated agreements with the 
North Dakota State universities and with Eastern Wyoming (with Lesta Turchen) and University 
of Mary (with Dr. Cozzetto).  I thought they were approved because they had similar policies 
regarding the credentials of the faculty and course content.   
 
In an email from Dr. Turchen regarding Dual enrolled credit from the North Dakota schools: 
 

mailto:hallstrp@northern.edu


"Lake Region State College is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission.  The letter from 
Lake Region State College verifies that an adjunct faculty member using the campus 
departmental course objectives taught the ENGL 110 College Composition I course taken by 
[NSU student] while she was in high school.  NSU may accept this credit in transfer. 
 
The ND University System guidelines for dual credit are similar to the BOR guidelines.  
Therefore, dual credit may be transferred from these institutions."    
 
We intend to adhere to the BOR policy as we understand it: the rules as given to us for the NSU 
Rising Scholars program.  I seem to remember that we cannot "mix" students---if we offer the 
class as a Rising Scholars class it must be "pure" of only RS students.  If you don't have the 
Rising Scholars rules then I will find a copy and send to you.  If there are a different set of rules 
then I would like to know so we can conform. 
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