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SUBJECT:  Residual ACT Testing 
 

Last fall, both AAC and SAC began a discussion of Residual ACT Scores (see AAC 
agenda item 6.C, November 2009).  It was noted that the use of residual ACT exams is causing 
some problems within the system, especially in those situations where students are attempting to 
establish eligibility for scholarship programs.  In a few cases each year, students believe they 
also have qualified for the Opportunity Scholarship based on these scores on the residual exam. 
 

This topic was revisited by AAC in March and at that point it was agreed that each 
campus would take a closer look at the set of students in the system that do have residual scores 
reported in colleague.  Dr. Turman did a more detailed analysis and this information was 
circulated to the campuses a few weeks ago.  His summary noted that of the more than 28,000 
undergraduates enrolled last fall, there were only 235 students with a residual ACT score 
reported.  Further analysis showed that of these 235 students, 99 already had a composite ACT 
score recorded in the system, with 70% of these having a comp score of 20 or higher.  In fact, 30 
of these 99 students had a 23 on the ACT and were most likely taking the exam again to meet 
scholarship requirements.  Almost 50% of the remaining 136 students without an ACT score 
reported had met the baccalaureate admission requirements in some other way.  In sum, it 
appears that only 50-60 students had residual ACT scores that were used to make the admissions 
decision. 
 

Detailed information about each of these 235 students was provided to the campuses to 
determine the circumstances that led to the use of the residual exam.  Each campus was asked to 
review this information with others on campus and be prepared to discuss the effect elimination 
of the use of the residual ACT score may have at their institution.   
 

While campuses have noted that this could impact admissions processes, it appears that 
there are broader impacts arising on some campuses because of alternative uses of the scores 
from residual exams.  Because of this, it might be more appropriate to eliminate use of the 
Residual ACT for any system-level process while allowing the campuses to use this to qualify 
students for scholarships or other awards if they so choose. 
 
 
****************************************************************************** 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
  

Discussion and Recommendation. 


