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SUBJECT:  General Education Coding Scheme 
 

In December, the BOR once again approved a series of modifications to the general 
education requirements as submitted by the six universities.  This year, twelve courses (including 
three lecture-lab combinations) were added to the set meeting one of the established goals.  
These include: 

 
• Goal #3:  GEOG 210, POLS 250, WMST 101 
• Goal #4:  FREN 201, FREN 202, GER 201, GER 202, SPAN 201, SPAN 202 
• Goal #6:  BIOL 211/L, PHGY 220/L, PHGY 230/L 
 

To monitor student progress in meeting these core requirements, the system relies on two 
Colleague mechanisms:  registration/tracking holds and Degree Audit (also called Program 
Evaluation).  Both of these are supported by a process that flags courses that satisfy general 
education requirements by entering appropriate codes in the CRSE field labeled course type (see 
screen shot below): 

 
 

 
 
 
 
****************************************************************************** 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
  

Discussion. 



 
 
Codes – and the corresponding computer paragraphs attached to holds – were updated in 

2005.  While additional general education courses have been approved in the past few years, 
these simply have been flagged as approved courses.  However, the data administrators (DA’s) 
and RIS staff realize that there may be issues with this going forward.  To resolve this, the 
following two options are suggested: 

 
• Continue the existing model and apply the appropriate code to each newly approved course.  

Since this process does not include any reference to the approval date, a student who 
completed the course prior to approval (or after removal) would still be treated as if the 
course met the requirement.  For example, if a student had completed FREN 201 and 202 
before last December, these courses would still count toward meeting the Goal 4 
requirement.   

• Create a clean break with spring 2010 (and at routine times in the future).  This spring a set 
of new codes would be applied that would only flag those courses active now and into the 
future.  If this were done, a student who previously completed a newly approved course will 
not be able to use it to satisfy a general education requirement.  Using the above example, the 
FREN 201 and 202 would not meet the requirement since it had been completed prior to this 
date.      

• Identify and implement some other strategy.  There may be some other alternatives that can 
be used to align the approved requirements with student course taking history. 

  


