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SUBJECT:  Enforcement of Prerequisites 
 

Last fall AAC had a discussion about Colleague’s systems that enforce pre-requisites (see 
http://www.sdbor.edu/services/academics/AAC/documents/09-2011AAC_6.Q_enforce-prereq.pdf ). 
 

Board staff has worked with RIS and campus staff to better understand the issues.  To 
help frame the issues, Trudy Zalud did provide a summary of how the system currently 
functions.  
 

From: Zalud, Trudy  
Sent: Tuesday, January 03, 2012 1:32 PM 
To: Gingerich, Sam 
Subject: RE: Enforcing Pre-requisites 
 
Course prereqs…. 
 
These are entered at the course level by me; universities cannot make changes at the section 
level.   
 
Colleague enforces prereqs at the point of registration…however, instructor permission trumps 
prereqs.  If such permission is secured, students are allowed to register.  That, of course, is 
inherent to the process.   
 
At the point of registration, Colleague performs a ‘prereq assessment’ – alternately stated, it 
looks at the student’s record of successfully completed courses + current registrations to 
determine pre-req status.  There are four established status categories (definitions per Datatel): 
 

• N - Not Started.  No part of the prerequisite has been completed. 
• P - Pending.  At least one part of the prerequisite has not been completed, but all parts 

have been started and are anticipated to be complete by the start date of the course 
section being registered. 

• I - In progress.  Some action has been taken towards meeting the prerequisite, but the 
prerequisite will not be fully met by the start date of the course section being registered. 

• C - Completed.  All parts of the prerequisite have been completed. 
 

http://www.sdbor.edu/services/academics/AAC/documents/09-2011AAC_6.Q_enforce-prereq.pdf


We have the ability to decide when to allow registration and when to disallow.  Right now, a 
status code of either I or C will allow registration.  (Obviously, C is a given….)  A status code of N 
or P will disallow registration.  When registration is disallowed, the student will receive an error 
message that speaks briefly to the reason for registration failure.   
 
After the semester grades are entered, edits could be run to identify students who were 
registered for prereqs, but did not achieve successful completion.  This information could then be 
put in the hands of the academic decision makers.   
 
Where do you see this one going?  TZ 
 

 
Board staff followed up with a couple of the campuses and this general framework was 

confirmed.  For the most part, issues arise with the set of students who register in a given course 
because they are enrolled in a prerequisite, who then fail.  So even though they were allowed to 
register at the time the class begins, they are not eligible.  Campuses do have the option of 
running reports to identify these students and they can be manually removed.  However, this isn’t 
a perfect solution because the system does allow faculty to override prerequisites; so when 
reports are run these students would also be identified with the set who had failed the 
prerequisite. 
 

Finally, staff at Mines noted that the issue is exacerbated on their campus since students 
register for one year rather than one semester.   
 

Members of the Council should be prepared to discuss this to determine if potential 
modifications should be considered.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


