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ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COUNCIL 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM: 8.L 
 

DATE: January 9, 2007 
 

****************************************************************************** 
 
SUBJECT:  Study Abroad 

  
All of the campuses are working with students to encourage opportunities to 

travel/study internationally.  Those responsible for these efforts on the campuses have noted 
cases where established policies and procedures do indeed hinder student participation in study 
abroad opportunities.  Drs. Gingerich and Whitehead have conducted an initial review to 
identify those policies that may impact the ease with which students can take advantage of 
study abroad opportunities and with which universities can share their programs and resources.  
(Attachment I) This review has uncovered a number of questions.  These may or may not 
indicate a need to for policy revision, but do indicate a need for further information gathering 
and AAC discussion.   
 

The study abroad coordinators at the six universities will be asked for their input to 
further refine this list. 

 
One of the things AAC needs to look at as part of policy review is the courses we all 

currently use to give credit for study abroad.  If we were to establish common numbers and 
names, this could facilitate transfer of credit.   

 
Members of AAC should review the attached list and should be prepared to add 

additional policy/procedural issues that may need to be reviewed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
****************************************************************************** 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 
 Discussion. 
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ATTACHMENT I 
 
THIS IS THE LIST OF POLICIES THAT MAY REQUIRE REVIEW - IDENTIFED BY 
THE REVIEW OF DR. WHITEHEAD AND DR. GINGERICH IN DECEMBER. 
 
 
Policy 2:3 System Undergraduate Admissions 
Situations have arisen where a student wants to participate in a program offered by a system 
university other than the home institution and the student was required to change home 
institution to do so.  Aside from the administrative work to do this and resulting disincentive to 
the student, there is concern that some Colleague information may be impacted (lost or 
overwritten?) in this process.  Consortial agreements may require that participants be degree 
seeking students at the university participating in the consortium.  In addition, it is not clear 
how our admissions policy applies to students from outside the system who want to participate 
in a university’s study abroad program.   
 
What modification to the admissions policy is needed to encourage sharing of programs? 
Policy 2:4 Registration 
Are the courses used to provide credit for study abroad set up to allow for multiple 
registrations? 
 
Policy 2:5 Transfer of Credit 
Section 9.B of this policy currently states that while credits may be transferred in from 
universities outside the United States, the grades for these courses are not transferred.  There 
may be situations where it would be desirable to allow for transfer of grades, for instance 
where the courses in question are courses required for the major. 
 
Policy 2:6 Academic Calendar 
Many universities abroad follow different academic calendars.  What are the financial aid 
implications of this and can issues be addressed by a modification of this policy? 
 
Policy 2:7 Baccalaureate General Education 
A mechanism is needed for awarding general education credit for appropriate study abroad 
courses or documented experiences. 
 
Policy 2:16 Teacher Education Programs 
Are there issues with student teaching abroad that need to be addressed? 
 
Policy 2:29 Definition of Credits and Related Institutional Requirements 
Does the requirement that the last 16 of 32 credits be taken at the home institution need to be 
looked at in the case of study abroad? 



Page 3 

 
Section 3 Student Affairs 
We need to consider policy regarding health and safety of students studying abroad.  The roles 
and responsibilities of the universities as well as the responsibilities of the participating student 
need to be articulated. 
Similarly, we need to determine what policy is needed with regard to faculty abroad, and the  
roles and responsibilities of the university in these situations. 
Are the conduct policies appropriate for study abroad situations? 
 
Policy 5:5 Tuition and Fees 
In general, state support versus self support questions and questions of cost to the student and 
cost to the university need to be explored and clarified. 
 
Policy 5.5.4 Tuition and Fees: Fees 
This policy does give the university the right to assess a study tour charge for Board approved 
study tour programs. What are the Board approved study tour programs, what is the approval 
process, and how can students, faculty, and staff access this information? 
 
Policy 5.12 Travel 
What are the state regulations on group travel abroad and do these indicate any need for 
amending this policy?   
 
Policy 5.17 Instructional Funding 
Section C states that academic credit for study abroad programs shall be offered at the self 
support rate.  How does this relate to the statements in policy 5.5.4? 
 
General procedures which should be examined 

• Student applies for admission for the sole purpose of participating in study abroad.  
• Student applies for financial aid.  We need to have a financial aid person(s) to talk us 

through the issues, perhaps SDSU and USD as they are likely to have encountered most 
issues.  

• Student enrolls in courses.  We need to look at courses and numbers at the system 
level; the first step will be to compile a list of courses used.  

• Student studies abroad.  Are there procedural issues here?  
• Student returns.  Credit for courses is transferred from universities abroad.   
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