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SUBJECT:  Interdisciplinary Programs not Assigned to an Academic Unit 
 
 USD has brought the following issue for discussion.  Rules established for Colleague 
require every course to be assigned to an academic unit.  This assignment ensures that all courses 
are included when aggregate reports are generated.  However, as USD notes, this can be 
problematic with interdisciplinary offerings.  If these were to be assigned to an existing unit, it 
could be assumed that control resides in that unit.  On the other hand, while these are 
administered centrally, creation of a separate division/unit may also have repercussions as 
reports are generated and comparisons made between universities. 
 

Members of AAC should be prepared to outline how interdisciplinary programs are 
assigned on their campus.  
 

Should a common method of assignment be established? 
 
A question has arisen about the lack of “division” assigned to courses in our Interdisciplinary 
Education and Action (IdEA) Program and for EXCH courses, which are the surrogate courses 
for registration purposes for students studying abroad or through NSE.  Because these courses—
and I would argue Honors courses also—do not belong to a specific or single college or school, 
assigning them to one of the currently existing division options is inappropriate.  Both the 
Honors Program and the IdEA Program are in my portfolio, with their directors reporting 
directly to me in the Office of Academic Affairs. Would you approve the creation of a “division” 
of academic affairs that could serve as the home for the IDEA, EXCH, and UHON courses?  I 
would be happy to provide more formal paperwork for this request if necessary.  At a later point, 
we may wish to request BOR approval for the creation of an actual academic administrative unit 
to house interdisciplinary programs, but at this point we are only requesting a data management 
category.  I believe this is preferable to forcing these programs into one of the existing academic 
“divisions” simply to make the program run.  Because this is more a coding issue rather than 
actually creating a new division, I am assuming that BOR approval is not necessary.  
 
Lynn 
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RECOMMENDED ACTION 
  

 Discussion and recommendation. 
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