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As the Regental system began the Program Productivity Review process, AAC segued 
into discussion of courses that are “active” but that had not been taught in the last three years.  It 
was agreed during the May 2010 AAC meeting that campuses would coordinate reviews since 
the productivity review does accomplish a certain amount of curricular cleanup.  At that time, 
RIS staff were asked to generate a list of courses that have not been taught in the last three years 
and this summary was circulated to campus representatives for review.  For those instances 
where data were available, the report did include the date the course was last taught.  Each 
campus was asked to review these lists, paying particular attention to the unique and common 
courses.  

 
Over the past few years, institutions have slowly worked to inactive a number of courses 

on this list, and reports have been forwarded to the Board at various times to ensure they were 
adequately informed of the process. The most recent version of the report can be found in 
Attachment I to reflect obsolete courses that current exist in the common catalog extending to a 
five year window.  Courses that were created on/after January 1, 2013 have been removed for the 
obvious reason that newer courses may not have had an opportunity to be offered.    The data are 
split into three tabs reflecting 874 courses:  x9x, common, and unique.  On the unique tab, a 
green marker has been inserted to reflect each change in schools.  In context of unique courses, 
the breakdown for each institution includes: 
 

• BH:  61 
• DSU:  61 
• NSU:  98 

• SDSMT:  129 
• SDSU:  252 
• USD:  273 

 
As this information has been shared with AAC in the past, the expectation was that 

institutions would undertake a careful review resulting in an inactivation of any courses that were 
no longer viable.  As universities inactivated courses, they were highlighted on the spreadsheet 
and periodically submitted for feedback to the System Vice President for Academic 
Affairs.  AAC representatives should be prepared to discuss the viability of this approach, or 
whether asking institutions to justify those courses that they wish to retain would be a more 
effective approach for cleaning up the inactive courses.   

http://www.sdbor.edu/services/academics/aac/documents/AAC05-2010_6.L_inactive-courses.pdf
http://www.sdbor.edu/services/academics/AAC/documents/5.OObsoleteCourses_AttachmentI.xlsx
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