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SUBJECT: Credit Offered Through Independent Study 
 
 During the week of October 20, news outlets around the country focused their attention 
on the release of the “Investigation of Irregular Classes in the Department of African and Afro-
American Studies at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill,” report by UNC.  The 
release of the comprehensive report resulted in some interest in South Dakota regarding the steps 
that the system/institutions have taken to ensure academic quality for athletes.  In an attempt to 
provide general oversight of academic quality issues for athletics, the Board of Regents instituted   
Policy 5:15:6a when SDSU began the transition to Division 1 athletics.   Specifically, since 2005 
the Board routinely receives an analysis that provides the following data points in the Athletic 
Academic Report.   
 

1. Admission exception rates  
2. ACT scores  
3. Term grade point averages  
4. CAAP pass rates  
5. Enrollment persistence 

 
Generally, the report affirms each year that on average athletes are equally prepared 

academically when they enter as compared to the general student population in our 
system.  Additionally, they tend to perform higher on a number of the performance indicators 
once they are enrolled.  The presence of the CAAP examination should provide some level of 
assurance that such behavior would only adversely impact a student once they are flagged to sit 
for the examination which employs the traditional ACT testing protocols. The most recent 
version of the 2014 Academic Athletic Report was presented to the Board during their June 2014 
meeting.   
 
            While this report does seek to provide assurances regarding the academic rigor applied 
evenly to athletes and non-athletes in the Regental system, the data evaluated in the report may 
not adequately identify instances at the course level similar to what occurred with independent 
study courses at UNC.  To address this issue, data from all independent study sections offered in 
the Regental system for the most recent academic year were evaluated, in particular the course 

http://advancingrefor.staging.wpengine.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/UNC-FINAL-REPORT.pdf
http://advancingrefor.staging.wpengine.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/UNC-FINAL-REPORT.pdf
http://www.sdbor.edu/policy/5_FinanceBusiness/documents/5-15.pdf
http://www.sdbor.edu/policy/5_FinanceBusiness/documents/5-15.pdf
http://www.sdbor.edu/theboard/agenda/2014/June/CommA/I_F_CommA0614.pdf


Credit Offered Through Independent Study 
November 6, 2014 
Page 2 of 2 
 
 

 
 

enrollments.  The percentage of students earning an “A” in the course were assessed to identify 
particular trends at each of the six institutions.  Data for each institution will come under a 
separate cover since personally identifiable student information can be drawn from the section 
level data (more than 80% of the course sections resulted in an “N” of one).  AAC 
representatives should be prepared to discuss any perceived issues/trends that may exist after 
reviewing the course level data generated. 
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