
****************************************************************************** 
RECOMMENDED ACTION 

 
                Delete Sections II.A.1 and 2 from AAC Guidelines. 

ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COUNCIL 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM:  5.J 
 

DATE:  April 2, 2014 
 

****************************************************************************** 
 
SUBJECT: Processes/Forms Related to Emphases 
 

AAC’s Guidelines provide in the Curricular Definitions a clear description of Emphases 
within existing majors (http://www.sdbor.edu/services/academics/AAC/documents/curriculum-
definitions_001.pdf ). 

An emphasis is a concentration within a major and is accomplished by individual student 
choices within a plan of study. For example, within a major on adult health the student 
may focus on the older adult. An emphasis is not regarded as a separate program. It may 
be described in the catalog, but not detailed as a specific plan of study. It is not specified 
on a transcript. 
 
However, AAC Guidelines also include a set of processes for adding an Emphasis in an 

approved major (http://www.sdbor.edu/services/academics/AAC/documents/Forms--
RequestforanEmphasis-Process.pdf ) and a related form to be used (See Section II.A.2 -- 
http://www.sdbor.edu/services/academics/AAC/guidelines.htm ).   
 

As the attached e-mail string highlights, this is causing some confusion and it was 
recommended that the statement should be retained in the Curricular Definitions but that 
Subsection II.A, both 1 and 2, should be deleted from the Guidelines. 
 

Members of the Council should be prepared to discuss this and to agree to delete these 
sections. 

 

http://www.sdbor.edu/services/academics/AAC/documents/curriculum-definitions_001.pdf
http://www.sdbor.edu/services/academics/AAC/documents/curriculum-definitions_001.pdf
http://www.sdbor.edu/services/academics/AAC/documents/Forms--RequestforanEmphasis-Process.pdf
http://www.sdbor.edu/services/academics/AAC/documents/Forms--RequestforanEmphasis-Process.pdf
http://www.sdbor.edu/services/academics/AAC/guidelines.htm


From: Helling, Mary Kay  

Sent: Wednesday, March 05, 2014 4:49 PM 
To: Gingerich, Sam 

Cc: Bartunek, Sydney; Turman, Paul 
Subject: RE: emphasis area 

 

This is what I thought. Thanks for confirming. Yes, let’s add to the next AAC agenda and I agree with your 

recommendation (remove the form from the curriculum site, but leave the definition in place). MK 

 

From: Gingerich, Sam  
Sent: Wednesday, March 05, 2014 4:44 PM 

To: Helling, Mary Kay 
Cc: Bartunek, Sydney; Turman, Paul 

Subject: RE: emphasis area 

 

Mary Kay, 

 

The protocol on this one is there really is none because we don’t care.  An emphasis is not approved by 

the Board and it is not transcripted.  It’s an option available to a campus to provide guidance for 

students when elective paths exist. 

 

Should we add this to the agenda for our next AAC meeting (deleting this section from the guidelines 

but leaving the definition in the curricular guidelines)? 

 

Thoughts?  Thanks, 

 

Sam 

 

From: Helling, Mary Kay  

Sent: Wednesday, March 05, 2014 4:37 PM 
To: Gingerich, Sam 

Cc: Turman, Paul 
Subject: emphasis area 

 

Hello Sam,  

 

A department has expressed interest in establishing 2-3 emphases.   There are still documents 

(process/form) on the BOR website for an emphasis.  

 

At one point we had discussed the possibility of doing away with the process/form related to emphases.  

 

Where does this issues stand currently?  Just want to be sure we are following protocol.  

 

Thanks. MK 
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