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The Interstate Passport Initiative is a new learning-outcomes-based framework for 
transfer that is envisioned to improve students success (graduation, time to degree, increased 
affordability), through the elimination of unnecessary repetition of academic work after students 
transfer. The framework focuses on lower-division general education coursework allowing for a 
cross-border “match” of outcomes-integrated general education for block transfer. The ultimate 
goal is for students to earn a Passport at one participating institution and transfer to another and 
have the learning achievements (rather than specific coursework) recognized; they will not be 
required to repeat courses at the receiving institution to meet lower-division general education 
requirements. The Passport is based on work being coordinated by the Western Interstate 
Commission for Higher Education (WICHE) which has worked with the South Dakota Regental 
system on a number of initiatives over the past decade. 
 

Phase I of the project was funded by the Carnegie Corporation of New York and was 
completed was completed in April 2014 resulting in Passport Learning Outcomes and 
proficiency criteria developed for the content areas of oral communication, written 
communication, and quantitative literacy.  Phase II of the project is currently being funded by the 
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and Lumina Foundation with a goal of developing PLO’s and 
proficiency criteria for the remaining six lower-division general education content areas: 
physical/natural world; evolving human cultures; critical thinking; creative expression; human 
society and the individual; teamwork and value systems (see Attachment I). Three states 
participated in Phase I (North Dakota, Hawaii, and Oregon) and will continue in Phase II, along 
with three additional states (California, Utah, and Wyoming).    
 

As Phase I of the project was underway, the Academic Affairs Council (AAC) considered 
system level participation, and most recently during the November 2014 meeting the council 
agreed to move forward as a state.  WICHE held a state facilitator meeting in November to 
discuss the timeline for Phase II of the initiative, and identified Natural/Physical Science and 
Evolving Human Cultures as the two PLO’s and proficiency criteria they intended to tackle first 
in the coming months.  This results in the need for faculty across the system to come together 
and discuss the PLO’s in each of these two areas and then advance these to WICHE.  In early 
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February representatives from the seven states will then gather to discuss/negotiate PLO’s that 
will be employed under the initiative.  Following inquiries with AAC representatives and the 
teams depicted in Table 1 were established for each of these content areas. 
 
 

Table 1 
Faculty Representatives Serving on the Passport Learning Outcome Development Teams for Evolving 

Human Culture and Natural/Physical Science 
 

Evolving Human Culture 
USD – Kurt Hackemer, History 
USD – Laura Vidler, Languages and Linguistics 
SDSU – Dale Potts, History 
SDSU – Christi Garst-Santos, Modern Languages 
SDSMT –Kathy Antonen, Humanities 
SDSMT – Frank Van Nuys, Social Sciences 
NSU – David Grettler, History 
NSU – Erin Fouberg, Geography 
BHSU – David Wolf, History 
BHSU – Amy Fuqua, English 

 

Natural/Physical Science 
USD – Tina Keller, Physics 
USD – Lynn Riley, Biology 
SDSU – Madhav Nepal, Biology   
SDSU – David Cartrette, Chemistry 
SDSMT – Linda DeVeaux, Biology 
NSU – George Nora, Chemistry 
NSU – Andrew Russell, Biology 
DSU – Dale Droge, Biology 
BHSU – Charlie Lamb 
BHSU – Dan Asunkis 

 
  

 
An initial conference call was scheduled for January 5, to provide an overview of the 

initiative and respond to questions from representatives for each of the discipline areas.  In 
working with the foundational principles outline in the AAC&U’s LEAP Essential Learning 
Outcomes project (see Attachment II), definitions for Natural/Physical Science and Evolving 
Human Culture were advanced to provide a framework for states as they worked to develop a set 
of learning outcomes.      

 
Natural/Physical Science 

Proficiency in physical and natural world entails exploration and comprehension 
of the universe that requires an informed understanding of the scientific method 
and its scope, and its application in conducting research to gather and subject 
empirical evidence to quantitative analysis. Proficiency also demands 
understanding and appreciation of the requirement that all applicable evidence 
must be integrated into scientific models of the universe, and that scientific 
models must evolve. This area includes basic mastery of the discipline-specific 
knowledge in disciplines such as astronomy, biology, chemistry, geology and 
physics. 

 
Evolving Human Culture 

Proficiency in evolving human cultures increases student knowledge and 
appreciation of the human condition in different cultures in relation to each other 
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and of cultural diversity and/or cultural evolution over time. Subject matter may 
include study of the similarities and differences among cultures including cultural 
values, traditions, beliefs, and customs, as well as the range of cultural 
achievements and human conditions through time. This area includes disciplines 
such as history, anthropology, archeology, political science, geography, ethnic 
studies, gender studies and languages. 

 
During discussion with the two faculty groups it was agreed that an initial starting point 

in the development of the Passport Learning Outcomes (PLO’s) would be to have each set of 
institutional representatives evaluate the specific learning outcomes for their respective courses 
that go beyond those established in BOR Policy 2.7 and include them in a matrix that could be 
used to facilitate initial discussion for the Natural/Physical Science area.  To help facilitate this 
process, a system level matrix was created that includes the current System Student Learning 
Outcomes for Goal #6 (for Natural and Physical Science see Attachment III) and a combination 
of Goal #3 and #4 (for Evolving Human Culture see Attachment IV) with space for each 
institution to add additional learning outcomes they would like to have considered. 
Representatives were encouraged to discuss with the faculty representative on the team from 
their home institution (and other colleagues on campus) and advance any additional learning 
outcomes to be considered by the group.   Once additional institution specific learning outcomes 
were advanced, all learning outcomes were combined into one matrix and then further separated 
into three areas.   
 

1. System/Institutional Outcomes –Captures the set of system learning outcomes and 
additional items submitted by each campus in my original query.  

2. Captured Outcomes – Includes the information outlined in section 1 above, but using 
track changes those sections that have been incorporated into the new set of learning 
outcomes have been deleted and tracked using the track-changes feature.   Those sections 
that remained included areas for additional discussion by the group to determine 
where/how they can be further incorporated. 

3. Passport Learning Outcomes – Current draft set of learning outcomes based on feedback 
from the institutions.  Track changes are used to reflect the additions/modifications from 
the existing set of system learning outcomes.   

 
Faculty from the two groups were asked to review the final two sections in advance of the 

system wide meeting on January 23rd and the groups used the time during those sections to 
further refine the learning outcomes that would be advanced to WICHE for consideration at the 
multi-state meeting.  Once a final set of Passport Learning Outcomes were established, these 
were circulated again to each faculty group seeking additional input resulting from continued 
campus level discussions.  Following this final round of review, the two sets of learning 
outcomes were forwarded to WICHE. 
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Evolving Human Culture 
1. Identify and explain basic concepts, terminology, and/or theories of the selected social 

science & humanities disciplines, including demonstrating knowledge of multiple 
perspectives (values, beliefs, ideas, etc.) within the human experience and how they 
change over spatial, temporal, cultural, and/or institutional contexts. 

2. Apply basic concepts, terminology, and/or theories of the selected social science & 
humanities disciplines to contemporary global issues and their effect on individuals, 
cultures, communities, and social or natural environments, including demonstrating 
knowledge of multiple perspectives (values, beliefs, ideas, etc.) within the human 
experience and how they change over spatial, temporal, cultural, and/or institutional 
contexts. 

3. Understand and communicate information on familiar topics in a non-English language. 
Recognize and demonstrate awareness of culturally appropriate vocabulary, expressions, 
and gestures. Identify and explain the relationship between selected cultural products, 
practices, and perspectives from a non-English-speaking culture.  

 
Natural/Physical Science 

1. Utilize discipline-specific scientific methods and problem solving skills in a laboratory 
experience;   

2. Gather and critically evaluate data using discipline-specific scientific methods; 
3. Identify and explain the basic concepts, terminology and theories of the selected natural 

sciences;  
4. Apply appropriate natural science principles and theories to contemporary issues; 
5. Present scientific data and experimental outcomes in oral and/or written form using a 

variety of media; 
 

One representative from each group was selected to attend the multi-state meeting in 
Boulder on February 10th and 11th to negotiate the set of Passport Learning Outcomes for each 
content area.  Dr. Nepal (SDSU) represented the Natural/Physical Science and Dr. Vidler (USD) 
represented the Evolving Human Culture group during these negotiations.   

 
Transfers Among Participating Passport States 
 
 As the faculty involved with the Passport Learning Outcomes began work to develop the 
set that would be advanced for South Dakota, members inquired about the number of transfers 
that the Regental system experiences from the participating states.  Fall enrollment data from the 
census extract were evaluated to determine the extent that institutions were likely to increase the 
number of transfers when the Passport project concluded.  Table 2 below depicts the transfer 
enrollments for the Fall 2014 semester, and a subsequent analysis of the National Student 
Clearinghouse indicated that 74 students transferred out to one of the six other participating 
states from a comparable cohort.   
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Table 2 
Fall 2014 Undergraduate Transfer Enrollments 

Passport State BHSU DSU NSU SDSMT SDSU USD System 
California 2 15 2 9 14 15 57 
Hawaii 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
North Dakota 4 4 4 4 9 1 26 
Oregon 1 3 1 1 3 4 13 
Utah 1 1 1 0 1 0 4 
Wyoming 50 1 1 6 2 2 62 

WICHE Subtotal 58 24 9 20 29 22 162 
WICHE Percent of All 
Transfers 

19% 9% 8% 17% 4% 4% 8% 

        
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

The Interstate Passport: 
A New Framework for Transfer 

 
 
The Interstate Passport Initiative is a new learning outcomes-based framework for transfer that can improve 

graduation rates, shorten time to degree, and save students’ money. The goal of the Passport is to eliminate 

unnecessary repetition of academic work after students transfer.  

The Passport: 

 Focuses on lower-division general education, the common denominator among institutions, 

concentrating on it as a whole, not on individual courses 

 Allows a cross-border “match” of outcomes-integrated general education for block transfer.  

 

Students who earn a Passport at one participating institution and transfer to another one will have their 

learning achievement recognized; they will not be required to repeat courses at the receiving institution to 

meet lower-division general education requirements.  

 

The Passport, based at the Western Interstate Commission for Higher Education (WICHE), is being rolled out in 

phases.  

 

 

Phase I 

 September 2012 through April 2014 

 Funded by the Carnegie Corporation of New York 

 A pilot and test of Passport development process 

 Five states: 

o California (two institutions) 

o Hawaii (two institutions) 

o North Dakota (four institutions0 

o Oregon (two institutions) 

o Utah (eight institutions) 

 Proficiency-based Passport block transfer of lower-division general education learning 

 Faculty developed Passport Learning Outcomes and proficiency criteria for three Fundamental Skill 

areas: oral communication, written communication, and quantitative literacy  

 Faculty at each institution determine the educational experiences their institution uses in each area, 

which becomes the institution’s Passport Block 

 Quality assurance by tracking Passport student grades relative to non-Passport transfer students and 

native students; first round of data collection in progress, draft reports now being generated 

 14 institutions signed five-year Passport Memorandum of Agreement 
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Phase II 

 October 2014 through September 2016 

 Funded by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and Lumina Foundation 

 Uses the concepts and processes developed in Phase I 

 Five Phase I states plus 

o South Dakota (six institutions)  

o Wyoming (two institutions) 

 

 

 Up to 12 institutions in six states outside the WICHE region to come aboard in year two 

 Proficiency-based Passport block transfer of lower-division general education learning 

 Faculty will develop Passport Learning Outcomes and proficiency criteria for each area, as follows, to 

complete the lower-division general education block:  

o Four Knowledge of Content areas  

 Physical/natural world 

 Evolving human cultures 

 

 Creative expression 

 Human society and the individual 

o And two Crosscutting Skill areas:  

 Critical thinking  Teamwork and value systems 

 

 Faculty at each institution determine the educational experiences their institution uses in each area, 

which make up the institution’s Passport Block. 

 Quality is assured by tracking Passport student grades relative to non-Passport transfer students and 

native students. 

 
 

PASSPORT PROCESS IN PHASE I AND PHASE II 

 
Through the PLO development process, two-year and four-year faculty members from the Passport institutions 

in a state, with expertise in each academic content area, work collaboratively with faculty from the other 

states to agree on the Passport learning outcomes. Each state’s faculty team brings its own state learning 

outcomes to the interstate meeting to begin the mapping and negotiation process, ultimately insuring that 

their institutions’ lower-division general education learning outcomes in the content areas are equivalent to 

the Passport Learning Outcomes. Institutions are not required to use the same language as the PLOs in their 

learning outcomes, but rather, to ensure alignment to the PLOs. The academic areas in the Passport are based 

on the Liberal Education and America’s Promise Essential Learning Outcomes (LEAP ELOs) developed by the 

Association of American Colleges and Universities and widely adopted by institutions across the country.  

 

At the conclusion of Phase II the Passport will be complete, encompassing all lower-division general education 

fundamental skills, content and cross-cutting skill areas and ready for expansion beyond the WICHE region. The 

Passport promises a new way to streamline transfer students’ pathways to graduation by facilitating transfer 

across state lines and within states; focusing on quality for positive impact on completion; and adapting to 

higher education’s changing landscape. 
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Lower-Division General Education 

CONTENT AREA DESCRIPTIONS 

January 7, 2015 

 
The Passport is a new framework for block transfer of lower-division general 
education based on learning outcomes and transfer-level proficiency criteria. The 
framework contains nine content areas that map to the LEAP Essential Learning 
Outcomes developed by the Association of American Colleges and Universities. 
The Passport, with its focus on the quality and coherence of the learning 
experience in lower-division general education across institutions, provides 
students with an early milestone on their path to a credential. As such, the 
Passport is an initial rung on the ladder leading to the Degree Qualifications 
Profile (DQP) which provides a set of reference points for what a student should 
know and be able to do upon completion of associate, bachelor’s, and master’s 
degrees in any field of study. The Passport, like the other initiatives, uses a tuning-
like process from the Tuning USA project to reach consensus among faculty from 
institutions in multiple states on the Passport Learning Outcomes and Transfer-
Level Proficiency Criteria. This work is being conducted in two phases.  
  
 

PHASE I 

FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS IN… 

 Written Communication 

Proficiency at writing is imparted by at least one formal writing course that includes the use of sources, 
writing process knowledge, convention and mechanics, self-assessment and reflection.  This area further 
includes at least an introduction to analysis of the content of others’ writings, critical thinking about that 
content, and logical reasoning in addressing that content in an appropriate context.   
Relationship to Institutions’ Passport Block: An introductory writing course or equivalent demonstration 
of writing proficiency is required, with an expectation that students have opportunities to write as part 
of other lower‐division courses. 
 

• Oral Communication 

Proficiency in oral communication requires the development not just of the ability to prepare a well-
organized argument that is grounded in credible information and effectively delivered, but development 
of the ability to hear, accurately summarize and evaluate oral presentations by others.  
Relationship to Institutions’ Passport Block: An introductory speech course or equivalent demonstration 
of speech proficiency is required. 
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• Quantitative Literacy 

Quantitative literacy requires comfort and capability with fundamental quantitative methods, and 
incorporation of quantitative concepts into the student’s worldview so the student does not hesitate to 
apply quantitative skills in any appropriate context. Specific quantitative skills that must be addressed 
are mathematical process, computational skills, formulation of quantitative arguments, analysis of 
quantitative arguments, communication of quantitative arguments, and quantitative models. 
Relationship to Institutions’ Passport Block: A course in mathematics or equivalent demonstration of 

quantitative literacy is required. 

PHASE II 

KNOWLEDGE OF CONCEPTS IN… 

 Physical and Natural World 

Proficiency in physical and natural world entails exploration and comprehension of the universe that 
requires an informed understanding of the scientific method and its scope, and its application in 
conducting research to gather and subject empirical evidence to quantitative analysis. Proficiency also 
demands understanding and appreciation of the requirement that all applicable evidence must be 
integrated into scientific models of the universe, and that scientific models must evolve.  
Relationship to Institutions’ Passport Block: This area includes basic proficiency in the knowledge of 
concept in disciplines such as astronomy, biology, chemistry, geology, physics, and others. 
 

• Evolving Human Cultures 

Proficiency in evolving human cultures Increases student knowledge and appreciation of the human 

condition in different cultures in relation to each other and of cultural diversity and/or cultural evolution 

over time. Subject matter may include study of the similarities and differences among cultures including 

cultural values, traditions, beliefs, and customs, as well as the range of cultural achievements and 

human conditions through time.                                                                                                                   

Relationship to Institutions’ Passport Block: This area includes disciplines such as history, anthropology, 

archeology, political science, geography, ethnic studies, gender studies , languages, and others. 

 

• Human Society and the Individual 

Human society and the individual explores the human experience using the scientific method and 

experimentation to conduct research upon groups of people and patterns of behavior in a defined 

cultural setting in order to gather and subject empirical evidence to quantitative and qualitative analysis.  

Relationship to Institutions’ Passport Block: This area includes disciplines such as sociology, criminology, 

psychology, economics, and others. 

 

• Creative Expression 

Interpretive and creative expression of the potential and limits of the human condition relies on critical 

analysis of specific texts or works to support its claims.                                                                             

Relationship to Institutions’ Passport Block: This area includes disciplines such as music, visual arts, 

design, theater, film, media, literature, architecture, and others. Studio and performance courses that 

develop technique or skills alone do not meet the standards established for this area. 
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CROSSCUTTING SKILLS IN… 

• Critical Thinking  

Critical thinking is based on information literacy, uses inquiry and analysis, and leads to problem solving. 

It requires gathering, accurately stating, and objectively evaluating, with inductive and deductive 

reasoning, the reliability of evidence on both sides of a problem, arriving at and communicating a 

conclusion based on evaluation of the evidence, and communicating the strongest evidence in support 

of and against the conclusion.                                                                                                                     

Relationship to Institutions’ Passport Block: This crosscutting skill may be embedded in any of the 

content areas or across multiple courses in any areas in the institution’s Passport Block. 

 
• Teamwork and Value Systems 

Teamwork, a group of individuals acting together for a common purpose, and value systems include 

inquiry, analysis, reflection and problem solving by personal actions that attend to ethical principles 

based on a moral code and conform to cultural norms. They require fundamental understanding of 

personality types, personal styles, and definition and evaluation of the roles of individual members of a 

team and of the effectiveness of a team involved in problem solving. This content area includes 

reflective analysis and communication of one’s impact on each member of the team and of the 

effectiveness of the team, the strengths of the team and suggestions for improvement in the 

effectiveness of the team and the team members.                                                                                                                                                         

Relationship to Institutions’ Passport Block: These skills may be embedded in any of the content areas or 

across multiple courses in the institution's Passport Block. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

References: 

The Interstate Passport Initiative: www.wiche.edu/passport  

LEAP Essential Learning Outcomes: https://www.aacu.org/leap/essential-learning-outcomes  

Degree Qualifications Profile:  http://degreeprofile.org/  

Tuning USA: http://tuningusa.org/  
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Natural & Physical Science 

 
Proficiency in physical and natural world entails exploration and comprehension of the universe that requires an informed understanding of the scientific method 

and its scope, and its application in conducting research to gather and subject empirical evidence to quantitative analysis. Proficiency also demands understanding 

and appreciation of the requirement that all applicable evidence must be integrated into scientific models of the universe, and that scientific models must evolve. 

This area includes basic mastery of the discipline-specific knowledge in disciplines such as astronomy, biology, chemistry, geology and physics. 

 
Natural/Physical Science 

Regental System BHSU DSU NSU SDSM&T SDSU USD 

1. Demonstrate the 

scientific method 

in a laboratory 

experience,  

2. Gather and 

critically evaluate 

data using the 

scientific method,  

3. Identify and 

explain the basic 

concepts, 

terminology and 

theories of the 

selected natural 

sciences, and  

4. Apply selected 

natural science 

concepts and 

theories to 

contemporary 

issues. 

 

1. “…utilizing 

discipline-

related 

laboratory 

skills.” 

2. acceptable 

3. acceptable 

4. acceptable 

1. Use quantitative 

reasoning to 

understand 

concepts and 

solve problems 

This would 

include data 

analysis and 

interpreting 

graphs. 

2. This is an 

extension of goal 

2. 

1. Utilize the 

scientific method to 

solve problems and 

demonstrate 

laboratory skills. 

2. We recommend 

keep system #2 as 

is. 

3. Present scientific 

data in a concise 

manner both orally 

and in writing using 

graphs. 

4. We recommend 

keep system #4 as 

is. 

 

1 and 2. Objection to 

the thought that there is 

only one scientific 

method that is valid. 

Experimental and 

observational science 

are very different in 

approaches and do not 

adhere to a single 

“scientific method”. In 

addition, most scientific 

discoveries have been 

made through 

serendipity.  Learning 

how to critically 

evaluate data is separate 

from any one approach 

to science.   

1. Demonstrate the 

understanding of 

scientific method in a 

laboratory experience 

and develop problem 

solving skills.  

2. Gather and critically 

evaluate data using the 

scientific method, 

demonstrate 

independence of 

thought and recognize 

the limitations of the 

scientific enterprise.  

3. Communicate 

experimental outcomes 

in both oral and 

written formats  

4. Use the vocabulary of 

a practicing scientist 

competently and 

understand the 

connections between 

fundamental scientific 

principles and theories 

in natural sciences. 

5. Apply selected natural 

science concepts and 

theories to 

contemporary issues 

 

 

 

1. Communicate 

through scientific 

writing, citing 

appropriate sources 

and describing data 

and results in a 

concise and precise 

fashion with clear, 

unambiguous 

terminology. 
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 Demonstrate the 

scientific method 

in a laboratory 

experience,  

 Gather and 

critically evaluate 

data using the 

scientific method,  

 Identify and 

explain the basic 

concepts, 

terminology and 

theories of the 

selected natural 

sciences, and  

 Apply selected 

natural science 

concepts and 

theories to 

contemporary 

issues. 

 

 “…utilizing 

discipline-

related 

laboratory 

skills.” 

 acceptable 

 acceptable 

 acceptable 

 Use quantitative 

reasoning to 

understand 

concepts and 

solve problems 

 This would 

include data 

analysis and 

interpreting 

graphs. 

 This is an 

extension of goal 

2. 

 Utilize the 

scientific method 

to solve 

problems and 

demonstrate 

laboratory skills. 

 We recommend 

keep system #2 

as is. 

 Present scientific 

data in a concise 

manner both 

orally and in 

writing using 

graphs. 

 We recommend 

keep system #4 

as is. 

  

 1 and 2. Objection 

to the thought that 

there is only one 

scientific method 

that is valid. 

Experimental and 

observational 

science are very 

different in 

approaches and do 

not adhere to a 

single “scientific 

method”. In 

addition, most 

scientific 

discoveries have 

been made through 

serendipity.  

Learning how to 

critically evaluate 

data is separate from 

any one approach to 

science.   

 I’m hoping that the 

addition of 

“discipline-based” 

in for both learning 

outcome 1 and 2 

helps to address this 

concern. 

 Demonstrate the 

understanding of 

scientific method in a 

laboratory experience 

and develop problem 

solving skills.  

 Gather and critically 

evaluate data using the 

scientific method, 

demonstrate 

independence of 

thought and recognize 

the limitations of the 

scientific enterprise.  

 Communicate 

experimental outcomes 

in both oral and written 

formats  

 Use the vocabulary of a 

practicing scientist 

competently and 

understand the 

connections between 

fundamental scientific 

principles and theories 

in natural sciences. 

 Apply selected natural 

science concepts and 

theories to 

contemporary issues 

 Communicate 

through scientific 

writing, citing 

appropriate sources 

and describing data 

and results in a 

concise and precise 

fashion with clear, 

unambiguous 

terminology. 

 

1. Demonstrate Utilizethe  discipline-specific scientific methods and problem solving skills in a laboratory experience  in a laboratory experience,;   

2. Gather and critically evaluate data using discipline-specific the scientific methods;,  

3. Identify and explain the basic concepts, terminology and theories of the selected natural sciences, and;  

4. Apply appropriate selected natural science concepts principles and theories to contemporary issues;. 

5. Present scientific data and experimental outcomes in oral and/or written form using a variety of media; 
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Evolving Human Culture 
 

Proficiency in evolving human cultures increases student knowledge and appreciation of the human condition in different cultures in relation to each other and of 

cultural diversity and/or cultural evolution over time. Subject matter may include study of the similarities and differences among cultures including cultural values, 

traditions, beliefs, and customs, as well as the range of cultural achievements and human conditions through time. This area includes disciplines such as history, 

anthropology, archeology, political science, geography, ethnic studies, gender studies and languages. 

 
Regental System BHSU SDSU USD 

Goal # 31 

1. Identify and 

explain basic 

concepts, 

terminology, and 

theories of the 

selected social 

science 

disciplines from 

different spatial, 

temporal, cultural 

and/or 

institutional 

contexts,  

2. Apply selected 

social science 

concepts and 

theories to 

contemporary 

issues, and  

Identify and 

explain the social 

or aesthetic 

values of 

different cultures. 

*The “aesthetic 

values” 

component here 

gets at SGR #4, 

SLO #4. 

1. Demonstrate 

knowledge of the 

range of values, 

beliefs, and ideas 

that shape 

cultures and how 

they change over 

time. 

2. Demonstrate an 

understanding of 

an individual’s 

responsibilities 

within a civil 

society. 

3. Explain how a 

value system of a 

person or group 

impacts decision 

making. 

1. 1. Goal #4, SLO #1 Demonstrate 

knowledge of the diversity of 

values, beliefs, and ideas 
embodied in the human 

experience. 

2. SDSU Globalization SLO:  

Demonstrate a basic 

understanding of modern-day 

globalization, including outlining 

the benefits and cost implications 

of globalization, and interpret 

consequences of global issues 

through various forms of analysis. 

1.Demonstrate knowledge of the 

diversity of values, beliefs, and ideas 

embodied in the human experience. 

 

2. Identify and explain the 

contributions of other cultures from 

the perspective of the selected 

disciplines within the arts and 

humanities. 

 

3. In Goal #3 under the Regental 

System, include the word 

humanities to accompany social 

science. For #1: “Identify and 

explain basic concepts, 

terminology, and theories of the 

1. Demonstrate awareness of multiple perspectives within the global 

community. 

*This outcome covers a portion of SGR #4, SLO#1. We wonder if 

“human experience” might be a bigger umbrella term than “global 

community” for non-language courses such as history, etc. 

 

2. Students will investigate and analyze contemporary issues, 

phenomena, and ideas with global impact, considering their effect on 

the individuals, communities, and social or natural environments 

involved. 

*We liked the USD wording better here than the SDSU humanities 

globalization SLO 

 

Psychology 

 

PSYC 101 

1. Increase your general knowledge about the field of psychology, 

including historical and contemporary theories of human behavior and 

the biological, cognitive, and socio-cultural bases of behavior. 

 

2. Develop an understanding of how scientific methods guide our 

knowledge about human behavior and aid in critical evaluation of the 

strengths and limitations of scientific methods applied to the study of 

human behavior. 

 

3. Develop an understanding of human development across the lifespan, 

the basic elements of psychological health and dysfunction, and effective 

methods of preventing and/or treating psychological dysfunction. 

 

                                                           
1 Each course meeting these goals must also meet at least one of the following: 1) The origin and evolution of human institutions; 2) The allocation of human or natural resources 

within societies; and 3) The impact of diverse philosophical, ethical or religious views.  
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3. Demonstrate 

foundational 

competency in 

reading, writing, 

and speaking a 

non-English 

language.2 

 

selected social science and 

humanities disciplines…” For #2, 

“Apply selected social science and 

humanities concepts and theories 

to contemporary issues…”  

 

4. Recognize and explain how psychological principles effect personal 

behavior and the behavior of others in everyday situations and learn to 

apply basic psychological principles in your life. 

 

Psychology is planning to implement additional student learning 

outcomes recommended by the American Psychological Association. 

They are:  

 

Students will: 

1. describe key concepts, principles, and overarching themes in 

psychology; 

 

2. develop a working knowledge of psychology’s content domains; 

 

3. describe applications of psychology; 

 

4. use scientific reasoning to interpret psychological phenomena; 

 

5. demonstrate psychology information literacy; 

 

6. engage in innovative and integrative thinking and problem solving; 

 

7. interpret, design, and conduct basic psychological research; 

 

8. incorporate sociocultural factors in scientific inquiry; 

 

9. apply ethical standards to evaluate psychological science and practice; 

 

10. build and enhance interpersonal relationships; 

 

11. adopt values that build community at local, national, and global 

levels; 

 

12. demonstrate effective writing for different purposes; 

 

                                                           
2 Learning Outcome #6 from System Goal #4 has been added here to reflect the inclusion of “Languages” in the framework for Evolving Human Culture.  The definition for “Human 

Society and the Individuals” specifies the exploration of “the human experience using the scientific method and experimentation to conduct research upon groups of people and 

patterns of behavior in a defined cultural setting in order to gather and subject empirical evidence to quantitative and qualitative analysis.  This area includes disciplines such as 

sociology, criminology, psychology, and economics.”  Student Learning Outcomes specific to coursework in these areas will need to be distinguished from coursework outline in 

the WICHE framing language for “Evolving Human Cultures.”  
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13. exhibit effective presentation skills for different purposes; 

 

14. interact effectively with others; 

 

15. apply psychological content and skills to career goals; 

 

16. exhibit self-efficacy and self-regulation; 

 

17. refine project-management skills; 

 

18. enhance teamwork capacity; 

 

19. develop meaningful professional direction for life after graduation 

 

Modern Languages 

 

Included here are outcomes for SPAN101-202, which are representative 

of outcomes for all lower-division foreign language courses. 

 

It is understood by our department that these outcomes are shorthand for 

the exhaustive list of outcomes in listening, speaking, reading, writing, 

and culture developed as a set of national standards by the American 

Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL). It is the 

opinion of USD that any reference to either proficiency or performance 

in a foreign language should refer to the ACTFL standards. 

 

SPAN 101 

By the end of SPAN101, students will be able to: 

 

1. Communicate orally by using words and simple phrases learned in 

specific contexts. 

 

2. Reproduce in writing, and with a high degree of accuracy, a reduced 

amount of memorized words and phrases learned in specific contexts. 

 

3. Aurally recognize and understand highly contextualized words and 

phrases, including cognates and borrowed words. 

 

4. Read simple texts related to specific learned contexts, including 

cognates and borrowed words. 

 

5. Utilize and understand basic grammatical structures. 
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6. Identify selected cultural topics of the Hispanic world. 

 

SPAN 102 

By the end of SPAN102, students will be able to: 

 

1. Communicate orally by using simple words and phrases learned in 

specific contexts. 

 

2. Reproduce in writing, and with a high degree of accuracy, a reduced 

amount of memorized words and phrases learned in specific contexts. 

 

3. Aurally recognize and understand highly contextualized words and 

phrases, including cognates and borrowed words. 

 

4. Read simple texts related to specific learned contexts, including 

cognates and borrowed words. 

 

5. Utilize and understand basic grammatical structures.  

 

6. Identify selected cultural topics of the Hispanic world. 

 

SPAN 201 

By the end of SPAN201, students will be able to: 

 

1. Effectively communicate orally in a limited number of situations, ask 

direct questions or simple information. 

 

2. Write brief paragraphs composed of simple sentences based on 

learned vocabulary and grammar structures, with mastery in the present 

tense and some command in the past. 

 

3. Aurally recognize and understand some simple sentence-length 

speech in familiar and predictable topics. 

 

4. Read and understand short and simple texts focused on topics that 

include familiar vocabulary and grammar structures. 

 

5. Utilize and understand introductory and intermediate grammatical 

structures. 
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6. Identify selected cultural topics that include literary texts and short 

film from the Hispanic world. 

 

SPAN 202 

By the end of SPAN202, students will be able to: 

 

1. Effectively communicate orally in straightforward situations.  Self-

correction and reformulation of sentences come naturally. 

 

2. Write short compositions that demonstrate control of sentence 

structures and verb forms and tenses, special mastery of the present tense 

in the indicative and new command in the subjunctive mood, past tenses 

and compound tenses. 

 

3. Aurally recognize and understand sentence-length speech in familiar 

and predictable topics. 

 

4. Read and understand short and mildly complex texts focused on topics 

of interest or familiar ones. 

 

5. Utilize and understand introductory and intermediate grammatical 

structures. 

 

6. Identify selected cultural topics that include literary texts and short 

film from the Hispanic world. 

 

Globalization 

 

In addition to the ACTFL-based outcomes (which include culture), 

lower-division Foreign Language courses (101, 102, 201, and 202) meet 

USD's Globalization requirement, which outlines additional outcomes, 

related to culture. They are: 

 

1. Students will demonstrate awareness of multiple perspectives within 

the global community. 

 

2. Students will investigate and analyze contemporary issues, 

phenomena, and ideas with global impact, considering their effect on the 

individuals, communities, and social or natural environments involved. 

 

Communication Studies 
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SPCM 215/222 

1. Analyze ethical responsibility in communication 

 

2. Demonstrate skills in argument construction and evaluation 

 

3. Apply communication theories to everyday communication questions 
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Regental System BHSU SDSU USD 

Goal # 33 

 

GOALS 

 

1) Identify and explain 

basic concepts, 

terminology, and 

theories of the selected 

social science & 

humanities disciplines, 

including demonstrating 

knowledge of multiple 

perspectives (values, 

beliefs, ideas, etc.) 

within the human 

experience and how they 

change over from 

different spatial, 

temporal, cultural and/or 

institutional contexts.,  

 

2) Apply selected social 

science & humanities 

concepts and theories to 

contemporary global 

issues, and the effect on 

individuals, 

communities, and social 

or natural environments. 

Identify and explain 

the social or aesthetic 

values of different 

cultures. *The 

“aesthetic values” 

4. Demonstrate 

knowledge of the 

range of values, 

beliefs, and ideas 

that shape 

cultures and how 

they change over 

time. (GOAL 1) 

5. Demonstrate an 

understanding of 

an individual’s 

responsibilities 

within a civil 

society. (GOAL 

2) 

6.5. Explain 

how a value 

system of a 

person or group 

impacts decision 

making. (GOAL 

2) 

4. 1. Goal #4, SLO #1 Demonstrate 

knowledge of the diversity of 

values, beliefs, and ideas 
embodied in the human 

experience. (GOAL 1) 

5. SDSU Globalization SLO:  

Demonstrate a basic 

understanding of modern-day 

globalization, including outlining 

the benefits and cost implications 

of globalization, and interpret 

consequences of global issues 

through various forms of 

analysis. 

1.Demonstrate knowledge of the 

diversity of values, beliefs, and 

ideas embodied in the human 

experience. (GOAL 1) 

 

2. Identify and explain the 

contributions of other cultures from 

the perspective of the selected 

disciplines within the arts and 

humanities. (GOAL 1 & 2;) 

 

6.5. In Goal #3 under the 

Regental System, include the 

word humanities to accompany 

social science. For GOAL #1: 

“Identify and explain basic 

concepts, terminology, and 

theories of the selected social 

science and humanities 

disciplines…” For GOAL#2, 

3. Demonstrate awareness of multiple perspectives within the global 

community. (GOAL 1) 

*This outcome covers a portion of SGR #4, SLO#1. We wonder if 

“human experience” might be a bigger umbrella term than “global 

community” for non-language courses such as history, etc. 

 

4. Students will investigate and analyze contemporary issues, 

phenomena, and ideas with global impact, considering their effect 

on the individuals, communities, and social or natural environments 

involved. (GOAL 2) 

*We liked the USD wording better here than the SDSU humanities 

globalization SLO 

 

Psychology 

 

PSYC 101 

1. Increase your general knowledge about the field of psychology, 

including historical and contemporary theories of human behavior and 

the biological, cognitive, and socio-cultural bases of behavior. 

 

2. Develop an understanding of how scientific methods guide our 

knowledge about human behavior and aid in critical evaluation of the 

strengths and limitations of scientific methods applied to the study of 

human behavior. 

 

3. Develop an understanding of human development across the 

lifespan, the basic elements of psychological health and dysfunction, 

and effective methods of preventing and/or treating psychological 

dysfunction. 

 

4. Recognize and explain how psychological principles effect personal 

behavior and the behavior of others in everyday situations and learn to 

apply basic psychological principles in your life. 

 

                                                           
3 Each course meeting these goals must also meet at least one of the following: 1) The origin and evolution of human institutions; 2) The allocation of human or natural resources 

within societies; and 3) The impact of diverse philosophical, ethical or religious views.  
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component here gets 

at SGR #4, SLO #4. 

 

3) Demonstrate 

Teaching of Foreign 

Languages 

(ACTFL)foundational 

competenciesy in 

reading, writing, and 

speaking a non-

English language, and 

identification of 

selected cultural 

topics (literary texts, 

films, etc.) from non-

English speaking 

cultures.4 

 

“Apply selected social science 

and humanities concepts and 

theories to contemporary 

issues…”  

 

Psychology is planning to implement additional student learning 

outcomes recommended by the American Psychological Association. 

They are:  

 

Students will: 

1. describe key concepts, principles, and overarching themes in 

psychology; 

 

2. develop a working knowledge of psychology’s content domains; 

 

3. describe applications of psychology; 

 

4. use scientific reasoning to interpret psychological phenomena; 

 

5. demonstrate psychology information literacy; 

 

6. engage in innovative and integrative thinking and problem solving; 

 

7. interpret, design, and conduct basic psychological research; 

 

8. incorporate sociocultural factors in scientific inquiry; 

 

9. apply ethical standards to evaluate psychological science and 

practice; 

 

10. build and enhance interpersonal relationships; 

 

11. adopt values that build community at local, national, and global 

levels; 

 

12. demonstrate effective writing for different purposes; 

 

13. exhibit effective presentation skills for different purposes; 

 

14. interact effectively with others; 

                                                           
4 Learning Outcome #6 from System Goal #4 has been added here to reflect the inclusion of “Languages” in the framework for Evolving Human Culture.  The definition for “Human 

Society and the Individuals” specifies the exploration of “the human experience using the scientific method and experimentation to conduct research upon groups of people and 

patterns of behavior in a defined cultural setting in order to gather and subject empirical evidence to quantitative and qualitative analysis.  This area includes disciplines such as 

sociology, criminology, psychology, and economics.”  Student Learning Outcomes specific to coursework in these areas will need to be distinguished from coursework outline in 

the WICHE framing language for “Evolving Human Cultures.”  
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15. apply psychological content and skills to career goals; 

 

16. exhibit self-efficacy and self-regulation; 

 

17. refine project-management skills; 

 

18. enhance teamwork capacity; 

 

19. develop meaningful professional direction for life after graduation 

UNDER GOAL 1 & 2, PARTS UNDER “NATURAL/PHYSICAL 

SCIENCE” 

Modern Languages 

 

Included here are outcomes for SPAN101-202, which are 

representative of outcomes for all lower-division foreign language 

courses. 

 

It is understood by our department that these outcomes are shorthand 

for the exhaustive list of outcomes in listening, speaking, reading, 

writing, and culture developed as a set of national standards by the 

American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL). It 

is the opinion of USD that any reference to either proficiency or 

performance in a foreign language should refer to the ACTFL 

standards. 

 

SPAN 101 

By the end of SPAN101, students will be able to: 

 

1. Communicate orally by using words and simple phrases learned in 

specific contexts. 

 

2. Reproduce in writing, and with a high degree of accuracy, a reduced 

amount of memorized words and phrases learned in specific contexts. 

 

3. Aurally recognize and understand highly contextualized words and 

phrases, including cognates and borrowed words. 

 

4. Read simple texts related to specific learned contexts, including 

cognates and borrowed words. 

 

5. Utilize and understand basic grammatical structures. 
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6. Identify selected cultural topics of the Hispanic world. 

 

SPAN 102 

By the end of SPAN102, students will be able to: 

 

1. Communicate orally by using simple words and phrases learned in 

specific contexts. 

 

2. Reproduce in writing, and with a high degree of accuracy, a reduced 

amount of memorized words and phrases learned in specific contexts. 

 

3. Aurally recognize and understand highly contextualized words and 

phrases, including cognates and borrowed words. 

 

4. Read simple texts related to specific learned contexts, including 

cognates and borrowed words. 

 

5. Utilize and understand basic grammatical structures.  

 

6. Identify selected cultural topics of the Hispanic world. 

 

SPAN 201 

By the end of SPAN201, students will be able to: 

 

1. Effectively communicate orally in a limited number of situations, 

ask direct questions or simple information. 

 

2. Write brief paragraphs composed of simple sentences based on 

learned vocabulary and grammar structures, with mastery in the 

present tense and some command in the past. 

 

3. Aurally recognize and understand some simple sentence-length 

speech in familiar and predictable topics. 

 

4. Read and understand short and simple texts focused on topics that 

include familiar vocabulary and grammar structures. 

 

5. Utilize and understand introductory and intermediate grammatical 

structures. 

 

A
TTA

C
H

M
EN

T IV
     22



6. Identify selected cultural topics that include literary texts and short 

film from the Hispanic world. 

 

SPAN 202 

By the end of SPAN202, students will be able to: 

 

1. Effectively communicate orally in straightforward situations.  Self-

correction and reformulation of sentences come naturally. 

 

2. Write short compositions that demonstrate control of sentence 

structures and verb forms and tenses, special mastery of the present 

tense in the indicative and new command in the subjunctive mood, 

past tenses and compound tenses. 

 

3. Aurally recognize and understand sentence-length speech in 

familiar and predictable topics. 

 

4. Read and understand short and mildly complex texts focused on 

topics of interest or familiar ones. 

 

5. Utilize and understand introductory and intermediate grammatical 

structures. 

 

6. Identify selected cultural topics that include literary texts and short 

film from the Hispanic world. 

 

Globalization 

 

In addition to the ACTFL-based outcomes (which include culture), 

lower-division Foreign Language courses (101, 102, 201, and 202) 

meet USD's Globalization requirement, which outlines additional 

outcomes, related to culture. They are: 

 

1. Students will demonstrate awareness of multiple perspectives within 

the global community. 

 

2. Students will investigate and analyze contemporary issues, 

phenomena, and ideas with global impact, considering their effect on 

the individuals, communities, and social or natural environments 

involved. (GOAL 2) 

 

Communication Studies 
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SPCM 215/222 

1. Analyze ethical responsibility in communication 

 

2. Demonstrate skills in argument construction and evaluation 

 

3. Apply communication theories to everyday communication 

questions 

COMMUNICATIONS LARGELY UNDER PLOs FOR “ORAL 

COMMUNICATION” & “WRITTEN COMMUNICATION.” 

GOAL 1: Identify and explain basic concepts, terminology, and/or theories of the selected social science & humanities disciplines, including demonstrating 
knowledge of multiple perspectives (values, beliefs, ideas, etc.) within the human experience and how they change over spatial, temporal, cultural, and/or 
institutional contexts. 
 
GOAL 2: Apply basic concepts, terminology, and/or theories of the selected social science & humanities disciplines to contemporary global issues and their 
effect on individuals, cultures, communities, and social or natural environments, including demonstrating knowledge of multiple perspectives (values, beliefs, 
ideas, etc.) within the human experience and how they change over spatial, temporal, cultural, and/or institutional contexts. 
 
GOAL 3: Understand and communicate information on familiar topics in a non-English language. Recognize and demonstrate awareness of culturally 
appropriate vocabulary, expressions, and gestures. Identify and explain the relationship between selected cultural products, practices, and perspectives from 
a non-English-speaking culture.  
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