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SUBJECT: Changes in SDSU College of Arts and Sciences Graduation Requirements 
 
 Over the past two years the administration and faculty in the College of Arts and Science 
at South Dakota State University have conducted a comprehensive review of requirements in arts 
and science colleges at peer institutions. Using information from this review, a council was 
formed to evaluate student needs in liberal arts education and career preparation and have arrived 
at a new set of graduation requirements for the college.  The proposal advanced by the faculty 
council is to eliminate college level requirements beyond the SGRs and IGRs currently in place 
at SDSU and requiring: 1) a capstone course in all disciplines; and 2) a declared minor outside of 
the major’s prefix for all students (excluding teacher education, music entrepreneurship and the 
Division of Design).  Table 1 below depicts that number of electives that will remain in the 
various degree programs offered through the College of Arts & Science affirming that students 
will still maintain a level of flexibility in pursuing additional coursework beyond the major and 
staying within the 120 credit hour limit established by the Board of Regents.   
 

Table 1 
Electives Available to Students Enrolled in the College of Arts and Science with the Addition of a 

Minor to the Degree Program 
DEPT SGRs IGRs CAS* MAJOR MINOR ELEC TOTAL 
GISc (BS) 30 5 2 41 18 24 120 
CHEM (BS) 30 5 0 35 18 32 120 
ENGL (BA) 30 5 6 45 18 16 120 
SPCM (BS) 30 5 4 36 18 27 120 
AIS (BA) 30 5 6 29 18 32 120 
HIST (BA/BS) 30 5 4-6 36 18 23-25 120 
POLS (BA/BS) 30 5 4-6 36 18 23-25 120 
IDL (BS) 30 5 4 43 18 20 120 
ADV (BA/BS) 30 5 4 39 18 24 120 
FREN (BA) 30 5 6 37 18 24 120 
GER (BA) 30 5 6 36 18 25 120 
SPAN (BA) 30 5 6 36 18 25 120 
MUS ST (BA) 30 5 6 50 18 11 120 
PHYS (BS) 30 5 0 46 18 21 120 
PSYC (BS) 30 5 4 38-41 18 22-25 120 
SOC (BA/BS) 30 5 4-6 33 18 26-28 120 
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The detailed rationale and background for this transition can be found in the Memo 
available in Attachment I, and Attachment II provides additional detail on the degree 
requirements for students pursuing either the Bachelor of Arts or Bachelor of Science in the 
College of Arts and Science. 
 
 AAC representatives should be prepared to discuss any issues with making this transition 
to the College of Arts and Science at SDSU and consider the major program modifications that 
are necessary for the Board of Regents to approve this structure beginning in Fall 2015. 
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January 26, 2015 
 
TO:   Provost and VPAA Laurie Nichols; Dr. Paul Turman 
 
FROM:  Kathleen Donovan, Associate Dean 
  College of Arts and Sciences 
 
RE:  Changes in CAS Graduation Requirements 
 
In Spring 2014, the College of Arts and Sciences completed a nearly two-year review of its 
graduation requirements, which we believe have been in effect for 30-35 years. A task force 
consisting of department heads and faculty studied the issue for a year. We looked at the 
requirements of arts and sciences colleges at our peer institutions and found wide variance. The 
College held two town hall meetings in Spring 2013. Most faculty were in favor of change, but 
there was no initial consensus on what the change should be. 
 
In Fall 2013, the new CAS Faculty Council, which consists of an elected faculty representative 
from each department, began considering the issue. Underpinning all of our discussions was our 
concern to provide our students with the best possible liberal arts education and the most relevant 
preparation for their careers. We arrived at a set of streamlined and meaningful graduation 
requirements. The vote in favor of the changes was nine affirmative, zero negative, and one 
abstention. Please see the attached table of old and new graduation requirements. 
 
In essence, we will follow the path of most of SDSU’s colleges and not require specific courses 
beyond the SGRs, IGRs, Globalization, and Advanced Writing. Our B.A. will continue to require 
6-14 credits of a foreign language through the 202-level. The B.S. will now require 10-12 credits 
in any two lab sciences, instead of 14 credits (six from Biology and eight of Physical Science); 
MATH and STATS courses will still be required in the sciences but will no longer count toward 
meeting the science requirements. We discussed this change with the Biology and Math 
departments; neither department expressed concern. We will also continue to require 33 upper-
division credits. 
 
The major changes we are making include:  

1. Dropping the requirement for additional credits in the humanities and social sciences. We 
observed over the years that students were using the same credits used for SGRs and IGRs to 
meet the College’s requirements, so they were not actually taking additional humanities and 
social sciences courses.   

2. Requiring a capstone course in all disciplines. Currently, all but three of our sixteen departments 
have a capstone requirement, and the remaining departments have senior-level courses that can be 
converted to capstones. The College is preparing guidelines for capstones so that all capstones 
have a similar degree of rigor, expected outcomes, and assessment plans in place. The capstone 
requirement is included in the attached chart showing credit hour requirements in our majors. 

3. Requiring a declared minor outside of the major’s prefix for all students in CAS. We will exempt 
from the minor requirement students enrolled in Teacher Education programs, Music 
Entrepreneurship, and the proposed Division of Design. These students simply do not have 
enough credit hour room in their programs to allow for a minor. Students with a double major 
will also be exempt. Students will declare their minor no later than their third semester of 
enrollment, the same deadline for them to declare a major. The Fall 2014 Duplicated Head Count 
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for CAS showed a total of 2403 students with declared majors. Teacher Education accounted for 
174, Music Entrepreneurship had 18 enrolled, and the proposed Division of Design (consisting of 
the departments of Visual Art, Architecture, Interior Design, and Landscape Architecture) expect 
to enroll 400-500 students. 

4. The College currently has 28 disciplinary minors and 10 interdisciplinary minors, with two more 
(Legal Studies and Museum Studies) awaiting approval. During AY 13-14 all departments in 
CAS undertook a thorough examination of their curricula to ensure they were meeting national 
standards. The result was that most departments significantly revised their curriculum by 
eliminating outdated courses and in some cases adding courses to reflect current standards. The 
result was a winnowing and refocusing of the College’s curriculum to provide cutting edge 
instruction to our students and to prepare them for today’s workforce through experiential 
learning. This was accomplished within current resources. As we emphasize interdisciplinary 
work for our faculty and students, we will be encourage the development of more 
interdisciplinary minors and the restructure and elimination of some traditional disciplinary 
minors. All departments in CAS have revised their program guide sheets to be consistent with the 
new graduation requirements. Some have adjusted their existing minors to the 18 credits 
prescribed by the BOR. All programs, with the exception of the exempted programs in Teacher 
Education, Music Entrepreneurship, and the Division of Design, are able to fit the 18 credit minor 
into their 120 credits programs of study and still have room for some electives. Please see the 
attached chart. 

5. SDSU is currently reviewing all minors that have produced fewer than 20 graduates in the past 
six years. Seven CAS minors have provided reports on their plans to increase enrollments. As the 
new minor requirement is implemented, existing minors will be critically examined to ensure they 
prepare students to engage in the collaboration and innovation required for workforce readiness. 

6. We have given careful consideration to the impact that the requirement for the minor will have on 
transfer students. We will continue our policy of ensuring that all students can meet their degree 
program requirements, SGRs, and IGRs within eight semesters. We will continue our policy of 
generous flexibility in making exceptions for major and minor program substitutions for transfer 
students. While we have not kept data on credit transfer for this group of students, our department 
heads accept every reasonable program and degree substitution they can so as not to slow 
students down in their path to degree completion. We will continue the policy of accepting 
minors from any other Regental institution. 

7. Several of our departments have online minors. These include: Sociology, Criminal Justice, 
Geography, GISc, Studio Art, Psychology, Journalism and Mass Communication. Most of our 
departments offer several online courses that meet SGR, IGR, and departmental requirements. 

8. The College of Arts and Sciences at the University of South Dakota also requires a minor; we 
examined their advising sheets and found that even with the minor requirement of 18 credits, 
most programs had room for some electives. 
 

I hope it is clear that we undertook changing graduation requirements and the addition of a 
requirement for a minor after serious consideration, extensive research, and support from the 
faculty. We believe the changes will provide our students with a more meaningful and focused 
education, which ultimately will lead to enhanced employment opportunities and/or further 
education. If you have questions or concerns, please let us know. I am attaching charts showing 
the old and new graduation requirements and the distribution of credit hour requirements under 
the new guidelines. 
 



ATTACHMENT II     5 
 

 

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 
Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) and Bachelor of Science (B.S.) 

 
CURRENT CAS BACHELOR OF ARTS 
REQUIREMENTS 

NEW CAS BACHELOR OF ARTS 
REQUIREMENTS 

6-14 cr. of modern language through 202-level 6-14 cr. of modern foreign language through 202-level 
8 cr. of Social Science None 
6 cr. of Humanities None 
33 upper division credits 33 upper division credits 
No declared minor One declared minor outside of the major prefix OR a 

second major OR a teaching specialization. The minor 
may be a traditional minor within one department or it 
may be interdisciplinary involving more than one 
department. The minor can be in a different college. 
The minor must be declared no later than the student’s 
third semester of enrollment. 

No CAS requirement for a capstone course One designated capstone course in the major discipline 
  
CURRENT BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
REQUIREMENTS 

NEW BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
REQUIREMENTS 

14 cr. of Natural Science (6 cr. of Biological Science, 8 
cr. of Physical Science 

10-12 credits in any two lab sciences 

5 cr. of MATH courses may count toward the Physical 
Science requirement 

MATH and STATS courses do not count toward the 
Science requirement. 

12 cr. of Social Science None 
8 cr. of Humanities None 
33 upper division credits  33 upper division credits 
No declared minor One declared minor outside of the major prefix OR a 

second major OR a teaching specialization. The minor 
may be a traditional minor within one department or it 
may be interdisciplinary involving more than one 
department. The minor can be in a different college. 
The minor must be declared no later than the student’s 
third semester of enrollment. 

No CAS requirement for a capstone course One designated capstone course in the major discipline 
 
The new CAS graduation requirements will take effect for students entering in the 2015-16 catalog (pending 
approval). 
 
 
Existing Disciplinary Minors in CAS 
Aerospace Studies  GIS    Physics 
Chemistry   Geography   Psychology 
Political Science   Sociology   Geography 
CST    Philosophy   Studio Arts 
Dance    Religion    History 
Theater    Advertising   Accounting 
Economics    Journalism   Nuclear Engineering  
Military Science   French Studies   Music   
German    English    Spanish     
Entrepreneurial Studies    
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Existing Interdisciplinary Minors in CAS     In Development Interdisciplinary Minors                                               
American Indian Studies     Museum Studies  
Women’s Studies      Legal Studies  
Peace & Conflict Studies     Human Services 
Management            
Professional Writing 
Global Studies        
Criminal Justice  
Health Communications 
Film Studies 
Marketing (ECON & MCOM)     
       
Existing Capstone Courses for College of Arts and Sciences 
Global Studies:  GLST 401 Global Studies II 
Sociology:  SOC 489 Capstone (in approval process) 
Physics:  PHYS 490(required but not designated as capstone) 
Economics:  Business Specialization: BADM 482 Business Policy and Strategy 
   Entrepreneurial Studies: ENTR 488 Entrepreneurial Studies Capstone 
   Economics: ECON 423 Introduction to Econometrics 
Music:   BME & BA Music Studies: MUAP 492 Public Recital; 
   BA Music Entrepreneurship: MUS 494 Internship 
JMCOM:  Advertising: ADV 442/L Integrated Marketing Communication and Studio 
   News Editorial Journalism: MCOM 490 Seminar 
   Broadcast Journalism: MCOM 433/L Advanced TV News Reporting & Studio 
B.GS:   GS 491 (in process of changing to 490) 
IDL:   IDL 479 Interdisciplinary Studies Capstone 
SPCM:   SPCM: SPCM 465 Capstone in Communication 
   THEA 470: Portfolio and Resume Building 
Architecture:  ARCH 451 
CBC:   CHEM major: CHEM 498 Undergraduate Research 
   BIOCHEM major: CHEM 498 Undergraduate Research  
History:  HIST 480 Historical Methods and Historiography  
English:  ENGL 479 Senior Capstone and Writing in the Major 
   ENGL 470 Capstone in Peace and Conflict Studies 
Geography:  GEOG 447 Geography of the Future 
Psychology:  None at present but working on one pending curriculum review 
Political Science: POLS 461 OR POLS 462 
No capstone courses: Modern Languages, Visual Arts 
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