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SUBJECT: E-Resource Expansion 
 
 The Board of Regents received an update during their June 2014 meeting on the systems 
work with Cengage to accommodate institutional faculty interest in utilizing their suite of online 
resources facilitated through integration with Desire2Learn.  At this point in time, institutions 
have been asked to work through their respective bookstores for processing the access codes by 
packaging them with the textbook, rather than facilitating the direct billing procedures that we 
have been able to establish with Pearson.  McGraw Hill has also made similar inquiries, and RIS 
personnel have been working to evaluate the feasibility for making integration available in our 
environment.  These conversations come just a semester after the system engaged in a year-long 
E-text pilot using textbook aggregators (CourseSmart and CourseLoad).  General consensus from 
the committee is that there is limited interest in moving forward with textbook vendors to 
facilitate direct billing if the e-test is not further supported by additional instructional resources. 
 
  The three primary textbook companies (Pearson, McGraw Hill, Cengage) continue to 
aggressively expand the range of resources they provide faculty through a textbook adoption.  In 
many cases, the integration made available through our D2L platform into the Learning 
Management Systems developed by the publishers are becoming basic requirements for course 
participation (e-resources, quizzes, tutorials, examinations are only available through the second 
party site). Additionally, the traditional textbook development process is slowly being 
transformed as publishers are more aggressively working to develop content that can be 
delivered exclusively in their LMS environment, and designed around specific course 
objectives/learning outcomes.  Under this framework, the opportunities for competency based 
courses or mastery based learning become increasingly relevant. With the Regental system’s 
approach to a common course and common general education requirements, system level 
discussions across disciplines may serve as a logical next step for designing course materials.  
AAC representatives should be prepared to discuss institutional interest in exploring this option 
further, and consider disciplines that may be willing to engage in exploring such opportunities at 
the system level.   
 

http://www.sdbor.edu/theboard/agenda/2014/June/CommA/I_H_CommA0614.pdf
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