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SUBJECT: Limiting Course Repeats 
 

Board of Regents Policy 2.8 Levels and Numbering of and Enrollments in Courses 
establishes that undergraduate students are allowed to only repeat a course up to three times after 
failing to earn a satisfactory grade, and only two times for graduate students.  Students failing to 
advance due to unsatisfactory performance are allowed the opportunity to have the requirement 
waived if approved by the Vice President for Academic Affairs, or reviewed by a faculty appeals 
committee designated by campus leadership.   

 
D. Repeated Enrollment in the Same Course  

1. A student may enroll in an undergraduate course (for which credit is granted 
only once) no more than three times without permission of the Vice President 
for Academic Affairs.  
 

2. A student may enroll in a graduate course (for which credit is granted only 
once) no more than two times without permission of the Dean of the Graduate 
School.  

 
3. A student will be allowed unlimited enrollments in an undergraduate or 

graduate course for which credit toward graduation may be received more 
than once. An institution may limit the number of credit hours for courses that 
may be taken more than once that apply toward the requirements for a major.  

 
The rationale behind this policy has been to ensure that students who have limited 

success in gateway or required general education courses are limited from continued enrollment 
if their opportunities for success are limited.  While the Board of Regents were at the SDSM&T 
campus this past year, faculty raised the issue regarding undergraduate students’ access to three 
attempts at a course before intervention under this policy.  During this exchange, they were 
invited to propose an alternative that would improve student success, and in early March the 
SDSM&T Appeals Committee sought approve for a local policy for SDSM&T Faculty Senate.  
Following Senate approval, the recommendation has come forward to the Board office and is 
being brought forward for discussion at AAC.  The institution’s position is that BOR policy 

https://www.sdbor.edu/policy/2-academic_Affairs/documents/2-8.pdf


Course Repeat Limits 
May 12, 2015 
Page 2 of 2 
 
 

 
 

restrained them from implementing a system for intervening before an undergraduate student 
appeals for a fourth attempt at a course.  SDSM&T would like to intervene in such matters much 
earlier for the sake of the student’s success; whereby, improvements in retention are more likely 
and decreasing the Appeals Committee’s work load.  As a result, the institutional request is to 
limit the number of attempts from three down to two.  As a follow-up to the request Board staff 
inquired about the specific courses that are impacting student success at SDSM&T and those 
identified are listed below.   
  

• Math 102 – College Algebra 
• Math 120 – Trig 
• Math 123 – Calc I 
• Math 125 – Calc II 
• Math 225 – Calc III 
• Chem 112 – General Chemistry I 
• Followed by some departmental engineering courses 

 
AAC representatives should be prepared to discuss related issues on their campus in 

relation to this section of Policy 2.8 and whether there is an interest in making a policy change 
here in this section.  Implications emerging from our common course catalog should also be 
discussed.  
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