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SUBJECT: Revisions to Board Policy 2:29 – Definition of Credits and Related 

Institutional Requirements 
 
 During the February 2014 AAC meeting, the council discussed a number of Human 
Resource Issues.  One in particular arose because of the lack of knowledge of system policies 
defining full-time and part-time students. Because of this, there were issues with payroll 
processing that led to mistakes with withholdings, resulting in a warning from the State’s 
Auditor.  In particular, Section 1.C.7 of Board Policy 2:29 Definition of Credits and Related 
Institutional Requirements establishes limits for full and half-time enrollment of undergraduate 
students.  
 

Student course load status is based on the number of credit hours for which a student is 
enrolled.  

½ Time Status 6 credit hours minimum  
¾ Time Status 9 credit hours minimum  
Full Time Status 12 or more credit hours  
Overload Status 19 or more credit hours  

 
Section 2 of this policy by inference establishes that a full-time graduate student is 

enrolled for 9 or more hours.  While it is not explicitly stated in this policy, the system has 
established three equivalent terms: fall, spring and summer. The expectation is clear that all 
terms are the same.  In fact, this is the framework used by financial aid for federal purposes.  If 
needed, this can be added to this policy.  In addition, it was noted there is no clear statement for 
similar limits for graduate students.  When discussing the item during the February 2014 AAC 
meeting, the council agreed to visit with graduate deans and financial aid staff at their institutions 
with the intent that a policy revision would be considered. In February the following 
modification to policy 2:29 was advanced.  
 

Graduate Student course load status is based on the number of credit hours for which a 
student is enrolled.  

½ Time Status 5 credit hours minimum  
¾ Time Status 7 credit hours minimum  
Full Time Status 9 or more credit hours 

http://www.sdbor.edu/services/academics/AAC/documents/5.J_IssuesfromHumanResources_AAC0214.pdf
http://www.sdbor.edu/policy/2-Academic_Affairs/documents/2-29.pdf
http://www.sdbor.edu/policy/2-Academic_Affairs/documents/2-29.pdf
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As a note, financial aid has established linear limits of 4.5 hours for half-time and 6.75 
for three-quarters time, neither of which makes sense.  This issue was reviewed with a couple of 
the Financial Aid Directors and they recommended this be added to policy. 
 
 
Students Returning to Complete Minor 
 

In August, representatives from SDSM&T noted a concern as the minor in Petroleum 
Systems was approved by the Board during the June 2014 meeting.  While intended for current 
students, a sizable number of B.S. graduates from 10 to 20 years ago have indicated a desire to 
return to complete the necessary coursework and have it transcripted.  Currently, section C.1.6 
states: 
 

Degree seeking students may complete requirements for a minor at any Regental 
university that has been approved to grant that minor.  This minor will be recorded on 
the transcript in conjunction with a degree/major at that university or a degree/major at 
any other Regental university.  A minor will only be recorded on the transcript in 
conjunction with a degree and major.   

 
The policy statement is framed with the traditional student in mind, and implies that 

minors need to be taken at the same time as the bachelor’s degree.  This issue emerged a number 
of years ago and at that time the decision was made that students couldn't return and ask for 
another major, degree, minor, etc after the fact and the practice was not allowed. This suggests 
that BOR intention is that students will complete minors only in concert with programs (degree + 
major) – as opposed to returning with non-degree seeking status, completing the requirements for 
a minor, and then attaching it to a previously earned degree. When this was last discussed, MCR 
11 Minors was developed to provide guidance related to the transcription of minors; however, it 
appears to have been developed to address a slightly different issue of awarding minors 
completed from other institutions in the system while participating as a degree seeking student. 
 

AAC representatives should be prepared to discuss implications for allowing former 
graduates to return to complete coursework for new or current minors that are available at the 
institution.  Policy language may need to be adopted to provide guidance on this particular 
scenario.  
 
 
 

http://mytraining.sdbor.edu/resources/mocc/documents/mcr11_minors_final_0831.pdf
http://mytraining.sdbor.edu/resources/mocc/documents/mcr11_minors_final_0831.pdf
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