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SUBJECT: Smarter Balance Assessments & Common Core 
 
 At the conclusion of the 2013-14 academic year, South Dakota and states involved with 
the development of the Smarter Balance assessments took part in field testing for the 
examination.  Overall, the field testing was successful with very few issues impacting testing at 
any of the grade levels.  Three national level activities are underway which involve participation 
from higher education as outlined below.   
 
Achievement Level Setting 
 
 A series of activities will be underway in October and AAC representatives have been 
asked to provide assistance in recruiting faculty to take part in both In-Person and Online panels 
to engage in a process for establishing the achievement level setting for the assessment.  First, 
the In-Person Panel is scheduled for October 13–19, 2014, with the first three days of this panel 
devoted to establishing Achievement Level recommendations for Grade 11. Campus 
nominations were submitted to Smarter Balance, and two system representatives were selected 
by Smarter Balance to participate: 
 

Jennifer Lacher-Starace – English faculty member at SDSU 
Abid Elkhader – Mathematics faculty at NSU 

 
Second, participants for the Online Panel will recommend an achievement level score 

that demonstrates how much students should know or be able to do in order to be proficient at 
the grade-level standards and to be on track for eventual college and career readiness.  To date 
we have had eight faculty in the system indicate a willingness to take part in the online panel 
portion of this project.  In the past, we have focused on recruiting faculty from both Mathematics 
and English Language arts, but Smarter Balance representatives have noted that faculty from a 
broader range of social science or humanities disciplines (i.e., History, Psychology, Sociology, 
etc.) should be encouraged to participate if they are interested. Current registrations for the 
online panel include the following system representatives and interested faculty have options to 
select from two-day windows between October 6 and 17:  
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            Jami Stone – BHSU 
            Kevin Smith – DSU 
 Katie Anderson - DSU 
           Sharon Vestal – SDSU  

Karen Kindle – USD 
           hansens72@gmail.com  
 
State Vote on Achievement Levels 
 

Once the work for the online and in-person panels conclude, state leads will convene on 
November 6 to vote on the achievement levels.  After the levels have been set for the 11th grade 
assessment, the system will be tasked with evaluating the scores and determining the appropriate 
integration into our placement guidelines.  It is conceivable that student participation in a number 
of the initiatives supported by the Governor in the past two years (dual credit and remedial 
course delivery during the senior year) will be aligned to 11th grade performance.  
Representatives from the Math and English Discipline Councils will be engaged to evaluate the 
score ranges and make recommendations for integration into AAC guidelines.     
 
Teacher Education Integration 
 

As the last national activity of the College and Career Readiness Project (CCRP), the 
American Association of State Colleges and Universities is planning a National Summit on 
Teacher Education and the Common Core in Chicago, September 23-24, 2014. The focus of the 
meeting is to have participants explore what teaching the Common Core entails, and learn about 
new Common Core resources available for education preparation programs. State teams, 
consisting of education deans and K-12 district partners, are expected work with state team 
leaders to strategize next steps for strengthening teacher education and K-12 collaboration 
around the Common Core in their respective regions and also across the state.  AASC&U will 
provide funding for up to five state team members from each state, and they asked that state 
teams include the following: 1) one member of the core CCRP state team to serve as the state 
team leader; and 2) two pairs of teacher education deans and their K12 district partners.  As the 
chair of the Education Discipline Council again this year, Rick Melmer agreed to serve as the 
state lead for the meeting, and worked with the council to identify the following institutional 
representatives and K12 partners: 

 
SDSU and PK-12 – Andrew Stremmel and Michelle VandeWeerd (Brookings) 
BHSU and PK-12 – Patricia Simpson and Shane Baier (Spearfish) 
 

 Robert Stein will attend the AAC meeting to discuss national level activities related to the 
Smarter Balance assessment and Common Core implementation.  Additional information that 
Robert will be going over during the meeting can be found in the following three attachments. 

mailto:hansens72@gmail.com
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I. CONTEXT 
 
A.  Standards-based K-12 Education Systems (Pre 2001)  
Decentralized governance of K-12 systems  
No national education framework or control 
State standards voluntary for several decades 
Testing requirements loose 
Reporting was variable  
 
B.  No Child Left Behind  (2001)  
Adoption of some state standards required 
Annual testing required  
Each state chooses its own test, but must test all students  
Disaggregated data must be reported  
Academic Yearly Progress (AYP) must be reported   
 
C.  Drivers for Common Core State Standards (CCSS) 
Too much variation across states  
Place of residence too important  
Student mobility challenges  
Comparable performance data difficult to get  
US performance low and not improving  
Economic development interests  
  
D.  Building Momentum  
Promoted by NGA and Chief State School Officers  
Focus on English Language Arts and Mathematics 
Developed by teachers, researchers and education experts 
Clear/consistent learning goals  
Designed as robust and relevant  
Adopted by 43 states, the District of Columbia and 4 Territories  
 
E.  Vision  
Knowledge/skills needed for postsecondary success 
Hold all students to same standards 
Establish meaningful feedback (early warning)  
Address deficiencies earlier  
Reduce need for postsecondary remediation 
Free up resources   
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II.  ASSESSMENTS 
 
A.  Cross-state Assessment Initiative  
One of two national consortia  
Funded by US Department of Education 
Developing next generation assessments; grades 3-8 and 11 
Involving K-12 and postsecondary educators, researchers and policymakers 
Operational in academic year 2014-15 
 
B.  Overarching goals 
Foster P-20 aligned systems – remove gaps between systems 
Create coherent student pathways  
Improve student performance  
Provide early warning of deficiencies 
Reduce need for remediation for high school graduates immediately entering college  
Produce a globally competitive workforce   
 
C.  Seven Key Principles 
An integrated system  
Evidence-based approach  
Educator involvement 
State-led with transparent governance  
Focus on improving teaching and learning 
Actionable information using multiple measures 
Establish professional standards 
 
D.  CCSS Overall Shifts in ELA and Mathematics  
Less emphasis on memorization and recall  
More emphasis on understanding and application  
Structured to require deeper understanding  
Concepts increasing complex from one grade to the next  
 
E.  Smarter Balanced Assessments  
On-line administration with timely results  
Computer-adaptive technology  
Variety of question types – selected response, short constructed response, extended  
  constructive response, technology enhanced, and performance-based. 
Formative, interim, and summative assessments   
Common comparable scores across states that utilize the new assessments 
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F.  A Balanced Assessment System  
Standards specified for K-12  
Focus on College and Career Ready (postsecondary options) 
Emphasis on improvements in teaching and learning  
Teachers and schools have access to timely resources  
Formative assessments – to improve instruction  
Interim assessments – flexible and open used for actionable feedback 
Summative assessments – benchmarked to college and career readiness  
Students leave high school ready for all postsecondary options.  
 
III. SUPPORT 
 
A.  Digital Library  
High-quality instructional resources and tools for educators 
Materials submitted by K-12 and higher education  
Materials reviewed and rated  
Highlights formative assessments practices and tools  
Currently formatted and under review by K-12 and higher education 
NOT a bank of assessment items 
NOT a library for general public  
NOT a learning management system for training or on-line courses 
NOT a site to freely post resources  
 
IV. POLICY FRAMEWORK  
 
A.  Policy on Achievement Level Descriptors  
Four Levels 1 through 4  
Level 1 – Minimal understanding and ability  
Level 2 – Partial understanding and ability  
Level 3 – Adequate understanding and ability  
Level 4 – Thorough understanding and ability  
 
B.  Policy on College Content Readiness  

English Language Arts/Literacy  
Students demonstrate reading, writing, listening and research skills necessary for 
introductory courses in a variety of disciplines.  
 
Also, students demonstrate subject-area knowledge and skills associated with 
readiness for entry-level transferable, credit-bearing English and composition 
courses. 
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Mathematics  
Students demonstrate foundational mathematical knowledge and quantitative  
reasoning skills necessary for introductory courses in a variety of disciplines.  
 
Also, students demonstrate subject area knowledge and skills associated with  
readiness for entry-level, transferable, credit-bearing mathematics and statistics 
courses. 

 
C.  Policy Framework for Grade 11 Assessment Results  
Level 1 – Not yet content ready – substantial support needed 
Level 2 -  Not yet content ready – support needed  
Level 3 -  Conditionally content-ready – exempt from developmental/remedial if meet   
     requirements jointly developed by K-12 and higher education 
Level 4 -  Content-ready – exempt from developmental/remediation, subject to individual 
                 state decision to identify 12th grade requirements to maintain exemption  
 
V. TIMELINES  
 
A. Achievement Level Setting Timeline 
April 30, 2014 – Consortium approved Plan for Achievement Level Setting   
October 6-17  - Online Panel  - Register by September 19th  
   https://smartbalanced.measinc.com/EventCode/100614   
October 13-19 – In Person Panels –  

High School to College 
Middle School to Higher School 
Elementary School to Middle School   

October 20  -  Vertical Articulation Committee:  Subgroup of In-Person Panel 
October 30  -  Technical Advisory Committee Review  
November 6 -  State Vote on Achievement Level Recommendations  
 
VI.  MESSAGING  
 
A. Things Smarter Balanced is NOT Promoting  
Use of Smarter Balanced as an admissions test  
Standardization of admission criteria across all institutions 
Standardization of 12th grade conditions by different states   
Standardization of developmental or first-year collegiate curricula  
Reliance on single measure for placement decisions 
College attendance by all high school graduates  
Use of Smarter Balanced Assessment for placement into upper level STEM courses  
Elimination of developmental/remedial courses for returning adults 
Single communication approach used by states to parents, students, and the lay public  
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B.  Facts to Counter Myths Promoted by Opposition Groups  
CCSS are not federally mandated  
CCSS provide a framework for teaching and learning 
CCSS are not a national curriculum  
Data privacy is not a standards issue 
CCSS do not prevent local control 
Districts choose curriculum and materials 
Teachers choose how to teach standards, using sound instructional practice  
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Resources  
 
The Degree Qualifications Profile 2.0 Defining Degrees through Demonstration and 
Documentation of College Learning, Draft for Public Comment, Cliff Adelman, Peter 
Ewell, Paul Gaston, Carol Geary Schneider, Lumina Foundation , January 2014  
 
http://www.luminafoundation.org/publications/DQP/DQP2-draft.pdf 
 
 
 
The Collaborative Imperative, Findings from a Survey of School District and Post-
Secondary Leaders, A report of edBridge Partners and Hart Research Associates, 
January, 2014  
 
http://edbridge.sourcetop.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/The-Collaboration-
Imperative.pdf 
 
 CRC Policy Brief, Early Assessments and Transition Curricula:  What States Can Do, 
Community College Research Center, Teachers College, Columbia University, 
January 2014  
 
http://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/media/k2/attachments/reshaping-college-transition-
policy-brief.pdf 
 
Reshaping the College Transition   Early College Readiness Assessments and 
Transition Curricula in Four States, A State Policy Report,  Elizabeth A. Barnett, 
Maggie P. Fay, Madeleine Joy Trimble, and Lara Pheatt, Community College Research 
Center, Teachers College, Columbia University, November 2013   
 
http://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/media/k2/attachments/reshaping-college-
transition.pdf 
 
The Path to Alignment:  Connecting K-12 and Higher Education Via the Common 
Core and the Degree Qualifications Profile,  David T. Conley and Paul L. Gaston, 
Lumina Foundation, October 2013  
 
http://www.luminafoundation.org/publications/DQP/A_path_to_alignment.pdf 
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Reshaping the College Transition:  States That Offer Early College Readiness 
Assessments  and Transition Curricula, Elizabeth A. Barnet, Maggie P. Fay, Rachel 
Hare Bork, and Madeleine Joy Weiss, Community College Research Center, Teachers 
College, Columbia University, May 2013  
 
http://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/media/k2/attachments/reshaping-the-college-
transition-state-scan.pdf 
 
A Primer on Common Core–Aligned Assessments—Education First developed a 
briefing for state policymakers and advocates about Common Core–aligned 
assessment systems, including Smarter Balanced. The presentation can be 
found at http://www.education-first.com/files/A_Primer_on_Common_Core-
Aligned_Assessments_Education_First.pdf.  
 
Key Facts about the Common Core State Standards—Alliance for Excellent 
Education publications on the CCSS can be found at the following links: 
http://www.all4ed.org/files/CCSSFacts.pdf and http://www.all4ed.org/files/Commo
nCore101.pdf. 
 
 
Reaching the Goal:  The applicability and Importance of the Common Core State 
Standards to College and Career Readiness, D.T. Conley, K.V. Drummond, A de 
Gonzalez, J Rooseboom, and O. Stout, Education Policy Improvement Center,  2011  
 
http://knowledgecenter.completionbydesign.org/resource/355 
 
 
Common Core State Standards  
http://www.corestandards.org/ 
 
 
Smarter Balanced Sample Items accessed online through a simulated test platform 
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/sample-items-and-performance-tasks/ 
 
 
ELA/Literacy sample items;  
http://sampleitems.smarterbalanced.org/itempreview/sbac/ELA.htm 
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Mathematics sample items:  
http://sampleitems.smarterbalanced.org/itempreview/sbac/index.htm  
 
 
Achievement Level Descriptors (ALD’s)  
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/achievement-level-descriptors-and-college-
readiness/ 
  
 
Implications for teacher preparation programs  
http://www.ctn.state.ct.us/CTNplayer.asp?odID=8551 
 
 
Frequently Asked Questions  
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/resources-events/faqs/#2512 
 
 
Visit Smarter Balanced online at SmarterBalanced.org 
Follow Smarter Balanced on Twitter at @SmarterBalanced 
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Brainstorm of Potential Discussion Topics (NOT PRIORITIZED) 
 
• Familiarity with CCSS and Smarter Balanced - throughout higher education 

system.  
• Reform of Teacher Education Programs  
• Higher education involvement in professional development work of Professional 

Development Centers  (AEA’s) 
• Placement policies associated with early warning  
• 12th grade programming  
• Communication challenges to parents, students 
• Involvement of higher education registrars and admissions officers 
• Push back on CCSS and on Smarter Balanced.  
• Privacy issue/challenges  
• Digital Library Participation 
• Career Readiness Policy 
• Standard setting and decisions on cut scores  
• Getting score information to institutions and across state lines for students who 

leave the state 
• Comparability with PARCC  
• Sustainability issues/challenges  
• Alignment work and impact on college curricula  
• Long term vision – one test for admissions and placement in higher education or 

two?  
• Impact of CCSS and Smarter Balanced Assessments – 12 years needed for full 

exposure to common core from K-12  
• High school feedback reports - Used to lay blame or to identify flags and bring 

players from both sectors to the table to talk about solutions.  
• Potential value of state disciplinary councils  
• Impact of next generation of assessments on how higher education measures 

student mastery at the collegiate level.  
• Connection of Tuning/DQP to Common Core State Standards  
• Cost and Time Commitments for New Tests 
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