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ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COUNCIL 
 

AGENDA ITEM: 5.X 

DATE: February 27, 2014 

****************************************************************************** 

SUBJECT: Implementation of an Intensive ESL Program at SDSU 

South Dakota State University is seeking Board approval to implement an Intensive ESL 
Program that is designed to prepare students who speak a first language other than English for 
admittance into a nationally accredited higher education institution in the United States.  The 
program is described in the attachment.   

As is common with programs of this type, the Intensive ESL program will be offered as a 
clock hour program with students taking 25 clock hours of instruction per week. Program 
offerings focus on the four skill sets (reading, writing, listening, and speaking), American 
culture, and communication labs. Students will enter the program at three different levels based 
on their language skills at time of entry.  Those entering at the highest level will be expected to 
complete only one  14 week cycle (350 clock hours) while those entering at lower levels will be 
required to complete two or three cycles.  Assessments of language proficiency will include the 
specific skills sets addressed in common English proficiency tests and standards (i.e., TOEFL 
test, ACT ESL and ACTFL).  

Upon successful completion of the program and passing of the exit examination, students 
will be prepared to meet the minimum language requirements for South Dakota State University, 
as well as other universities across the U.S. 

Dr. Nichols will be available to answer questions. 
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Department: English Language and Culture Institute  

Program: Intensive ESL Program  

I. Program Overview  

The Intensive ESL1 Program is designed to prepare students who speak a first language other 
than English for admittance into a nationally accredited higher education institution in the United 
States.  

Through the use of student centered programs that celebrate diversity, encourage communication 
and collaboration, and engage ELLs2 in critical discourse, higher levels of thinking, and 
professional and educational communicative contexts, our students will be able to: 

a. Read, write, speak, and listen at academic levels of proficiency in English 

b. Participate in cultural, academic, and professional communicative events in English.  

c. Engage in critical thinking, argumentative discourse, and problem solving in English 
language contexts. 

d. Engage in civic and democratic activities that immerse ELLs fully in American social 
contexts.  

e. Use English for global purposes, allowing them to communicate with speakers of English 
as a second language from around the world. 

f. Participate in enriching and rewarding activities that embrace multiculturalism and 
diversity. 

II. Program Description 

In the Intensive ESL Program, students take 25 clock hours of instruction per week. Program 
offerings focus on the four skill sets (reading, writing, listening, and speaking), American 
culture, and communication labs. Students enter program at three (3) different levels (Level I: 
Beginning; Level II: Intermediate; Level III: Advanced), with each level running on a 14 week 
cycle (350 clock hours). That is, students who start at Level I will take a total of 42 weeks or 
1050 clock hours to complete the entire program (i.e., Level I, Level II, and Level III). Students 
at Level II will take 28 weeks or 700 clock hours to complete the program (i.e., Level II, Level 
III). Students at Level III will take 14 weeks, or 350 clock hours to complete the program. Upon 
successful completion of the program and passing of the exit examination, students will be 

                                                           
1 ESL: English as a Second Language 
2 ELL: English Language Learner 
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prepared to meet the minimum language requirements for South Dakota State University, as well 
as other universities across the U.S 

III. Entrance and Exit Examination Procedures 

Prior to beginning the Intensive ESL Program, all applicants must take an entrance examination 
to determine the appropriate level in which they will being the program. This assessment is 
currently being developed to model the specific skills sets addressed in common English 
proficiency tests and standards (i.e., TOEFL test, ACT ESL and ACTFL). Upon successful 
completion of all relevant offerings in the students’ plan of study, they will take an exit 
examination, which will assess their language proficiency using the same rubric for measurement 
as the entrance examination. Students’ must pass the exit examination in order to receive a 
certificate of completion and enter SDSU. Logistical details of the examination procedures are 
currently being addressed.  

IV. Program Level Outline 

A. Level I: Beginning (R & W; L & S; Cult; Lab) 

a. 23 Hours of Instruction per Week  

b. 2 Hours of Lab Hours per Week Lab  

c. 25 Total Hours per Week  

d. 350 Total Hours to Complete. 

B. Level II: Intermediate (R & W; L & S; Cult; Lab) 

a. 23 Hours of Instruction per Week  

b. 2 Hours of Lab Hours per Week Lab  

c. 25 Total Hours per Week  

d. 350 Total Hours to Complete. 

C. Level III: Advanced (R & W; L & S; Cult; Lab) 

a. 23 Hours of Instruction per Week  

b. 2 Hours of Lab Hours per Week Lab  

c. 25 Total Hours  per Week  

d. 350 Total Hours to Complete. 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT I     3



South Dakota State University, SEVIS Submission  
 

V.  Level Descriptions 

A. Level I 

Level I: Introduction to English Reading and Writing: Exploring World Perspectives  

Description: This introductory program offering explores the written contexts that 
students may/will participate in as global citizens. More specifically, students will learn 
how to interpret and construct succinct texts that have global, multicultural relevance. 
Additional emphasis will be placed on constructing simple and complex sentences, 
writing paragraph length essays, vocabulary acquisition, process-based reading 
approaches, and other reading strategies.  

Language Level: Beginning 

Instruction Hours: 10 clock hours per Week 

Meeting Times: 10 am-12 pm; Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs, Friday 

Level I: Introduction to Listening and Speaking: Communicating Meaning 

Description: This introductory program offering will prepare students for verbal 
communication at the social, educational, and professional level. Students will learn to 
engage in various circumstances, practice pronunciation, and learn listening strategies. 
Students will conduct two communicative projects that immerse them in American 
culture: a social situation and an academic situation. Theories and rules of pronunciation 
will also be covered to develop students’ English speaking.   

Language Level: Beginning 

Instruction Hours: 10 clock hours per Week 

Meeting Times: 2pm-4pm; Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs, Friday 

Level I: American Culture and Diversity 

Description: This program offering will explore American culture and the complex and 
diverse nature of society in the U.S. Students will learn about cultural behaviors, beliefs, 
values, and attitudes of American citizens. Additionally, the course will use cross-cultural 
examinations as a way to extrapolate differences in belief structures between the U.S. and 
students’ native culture.  

Language Level: Beginning 

Instruction Hours: 3 clock hours per Week 

Meeting Times: 1 pm- 2 pm; Mon, Wed, Fri 
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Level I: Communication Workshop 

Course Description: This workshop will provide beginning level students with a chance 
to communicate in real-world settings. Topics will focus on typical interactions in social 
settings (e.g., ordering at a restaurant, sending a package at the post office).  

Language Level: Beginning 

Instruction Hours: 2 clock Hours per Week 

Meeting Times: 1 pm-2 pm; Tues, Thurs 

B. Level II 

Level II: Academic Reading and Writing: Writing for College and Beyond 

Description: This program offering focuses on academic and professional reading and 
writing skills. More specifically, it will teach students fundamentals of academic 
language by situating the learning experiences in contexts that are relevant to their career 
and educational goals. Additionally, it will introduce the 5-paragraph essay structure, 
elements of academic writing, and more complex sentence structures, grammar, and 
syntax. Finally, this program offering will focus on developing specific reading strategies 
for long, academic texts, and expanding specific vocabulary knowledge related to the 
topic and students’ own understanding.  

Language Level: Intermediate 

Instruction Hours: 10 clock hours per Week  

Meeting Times: 10 am-12 pm; Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs, Friday 

Level II: Listening and Speaking: Communicating with Academic Audiences 

Description: This program offering will highlight the communication that occurs at the 
collegiate level. Students will engage in speaking and listening activities that highlight 
the abstract nature of academic discourse. Moreover, students will develop special 
strategies for note-taking and listening in a college classroom setting. Students will 
engage in two projects: One presentation in front of their peers, and one sit-in note taking 
seminar where they are required to summarize the event in their own words and present 
on the topic. 

Language Level: Intermediate 

Instruction Hours Times: 10 clock hours per Week 

Meeting Times: 2 pm-4 pm; Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs, Fri 

Level II: International Civic Engagement 

Description: This program offering will engage students in critical thinking related to 
international, national, and regional issues. Students will explore various current topics 
and events, evaluate claims and news about the events, and engage in argumentation and 
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debate regarding the events. For the final project, students will design a solution and 
program of change to a current issue of their choice.  

Language Level: Intermediate 

Instruction Hours: 3 clock Hours per Week 

Meeting Times: 1 pm-2 pm; Mon, Wed, Fri 

Level II: Communication Workshop  

Description: This workshop will provide intermediate level students with a chance to 
communicate in more complicated social situations, such as discussions about 
relationships, social gatherings, and cultural events.  

Language Level: Intermediate 

Instruction Hours: 2 clock Hours per Week 

Meeting Times: 1 pm- 2 pm; Tues, Thurs 

C. Level III 

Level III: Academic Reading and Writing: Rhetorical Styles and Strategies 

This advanced level program offering will prepare students for admission into university 
and will be prepare them for academic writing at the undergraduate or graduate levels. 
Students will learn the different rhetorical patterns of English (e.g., argumentative essay, 
cause and effect). Additionally, students will conduct a research project where they will 
complete a literature review of academic journals, write a research essay, and present 
their paper at a language forum in the ELCI. Finally, principles of English grammar, 
syntax, formatting, and organization will be reviewed and incorporated into the overall 
curricular activities.  

Language Level: Advanced 

Instruction Hours: 10 clock hours per Week 

Meeting Times: 10 am-12 pm; Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs, Fri 

Level III: Listening and Speaking: Professional Communication and Conduct 

Description: This program offering will focus on strengthening students’ professional 
communication. Students will learn formal uses of English, professional and academic 
vocabulary English, pronunciation, enunciation, and fluency. Students will engage in 
academic projects that require complete, advanced levels of speaking and listening skills, 
and appropriate professional non-verbal behavior. Students will present a 5 minute 
presentation on a relevant, academic topic of their choice.  

Language Level: Advanced 

Instruction Hours: 10 clock hours per Week 
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Meeting Times: 2 pm-4 pm; Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs, Fri 

 

Level III: Special Topics in American Universities 

Description: This program offering will act as a guide for students as they transition into 
the native-speaker courses at the undergraduate and graduate levels. The course will 
focus on college preparedness, foundations of education at the university level, and 
educational expectations of university students.  

Language Level: Advanced 

Instruction Hours: 3 clock Hours per Week 

Meeting Times: 1 pm- 2pm; Mon, Wed, Fri 

Level III: Communication Workshop 

Description: This workshop will provide advanced level students with a chance to 
communicate in more typical native speaker interactions, such as discussions about 
politics, science, global affairs, among others. The workshop will consist of a mini-
presentation and assessment at the end.  

Language Level: Advanced 

Instruction Hours: 2 clock Hours per Week 

Meeting Times: 1 pm-2 pm; Tues, Thurs 
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