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SUBJECT: Application of AP Guidelines 

 

 Recently, a high school counselor contacted the Board office to state that a campus was 

not following Board policy governing recognition of AP courses.  The counselor added that he 

understood the argument for denial that was being made but he was frustrated because students 

had committed time (and parents’ money) to achieve a goal and our materials did not address the 

issue.   

 

 To fully frame this issue, the students involved are interested in careers in medicine.  

While there are issues with how AP coursework may play out should a student apply for med 

school, there are no blanket prohibitions.  It may make more sense to encourage students to take 

advanced coursework rather than to repeat for “easy” A’s, the argument allegedly made to the 

students.  

 

 Recognition of AP coursework if governed by section 10 of Board Policy 2:5:  

 
 10. Credit Received Through Validation Methods  

 

A. Credit earned through validation methods other than nationally recognized 

examinations is limited to a maximum of 30 hours of credit for baccalaureate 

degrees and 15 hours of credit for associate degrees.  

 

1) Validation of Military credit is limited to an additional 30 hours of 

credit for baccalaureate degrees and an additional 15 hours of credit 

for associate degrees.  

 

B. Credit for college level courses granted through nationally recognized 

examinations such as CLEP, AP, DANTES, etc., will be evaluated and accepted 

for transfer if equivalent to Regental courses and the scores are consistent with 

Regental policies.  

 

1) If credit received through validation is applied as elective credit, it 

may only be applied at the 100 or 200 level.  
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2) Credit received through validation may apply to System General 

Education Requirements and Institutional Graduation Requirements. 

 

3) Credit received through validation may not apply to writing intensive 

requirements.  

 

C. When validation credits are accepted, equivalent courses are recorded on the 

transcript but are not calculated into the grade point averages.  

 

D. In any subsequent evaluation, equivalencies for system common courses and 

system general education courses will not be changed. Equivalencies for unique 

courses may be changed, re-evaluated, or inactivated. Additional equivalencies 

may be added and evaluated. 

 

 As stated in this Policy, college level credit will be transcripted if the student achieves a 

qualifying score in an AP offering that is equivalent to a course offered within the Regental 

system.  These AP courses approved by the Board are spelled out in the AAC Guidelines -- 

http://www.sdbor.edu/services/academics/documents/AdvancedPlacementGuidelines-

UpdatedOnlineMay2013.pdf. 

 

 Members of the Council should be prepared to discuss this.  As a starting point, the 

Council will be asked to affirm Board Policy, including recognition that this is system policy that 

is not open to interpretation by faculty or academic advisors.  In addition, it might be possible to 

craft a statement to be added to the AP Guidelines that would clearly establish any exceptions 

that might exist.      
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