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SUBJECT: BHSU – Notice of Accreditation  

 

 Black Hills State University has been informed by the Higher Learning Commission that 

the institution’s accreditation by the Commission will continue with the next reaffirmation in 

2022-2023.  A copy of this is attached.  As part of the review process, BHSU also asked that the 

Commission approve and the institution’s affiliation status reflect the set of mater’s programs 

authorized by the Board.  In addition, the institution asked and the Commission did approve 

expansion of distance offerings with no additional Commission approval required.  As a note, 

Board approval is required.   

 

 Dr. Rod Custer, Provost at BHSU, will be available to answer questions. 

 



 

 
 
      August 15, 2013  
 
 
President Kay K. Schallenkamp 
Black Hills State University 
1200 University Street Unit 9500  
Spearfish, SD  57799-9500 
 
Dear President Schallenkamp: 
 

This letter is formal notification of the action taken concerning Black Hills State University by 
the Higher Learning Commission. At its meeting on August 12, 2013, the Institutional Actions Council 
(IAC) acted on the items below. This letter serves as the official record of this action, and the date of this 
action constitutes the effective date of your new status with the Commission. 

 
Action. IAC concurred with the correction of the institution’s stipulation on affiliation status. The 

corrected stipulation will read “Accreditation at the Master’s level is limited to the Master of Education in 
Reading, the Master of Science in Curriculum and Instruction, the Master of Science in Strategic 
Leadership, the Master of Science in Integrative Genomics, and the Master of Business Administration in 
Applied Management.” 

 
Action. IAC concurred with the evaluation findings and approved the initiation and expansion of 

distance education up to 100% of total degree programs. Under the Commission's revised distance and 
correspondence education stipulations, effective immediately, this approval will be indicated as: 
"Approved for distance education courses and programs." 

 
On April 19, 2013, the Commission revised its requirements for approval of distance delivery. 

The new stipulations replace the initiation and expansion categories of 5%, 20%, or 100% of total degree 
programs. 
 

If the current Commission action includes changes to your institution’s Statement of Affiliation 
Status (SAS) or Organizational Profile (OP), the changes will appear in these documents on the 
Commission’s Web site within three weeks of the date of action. The SAS is a summary of your 
institution’s ongoing relationship with the Commission. The OP is generated from data you provided in 
your most recent Institutional Update.  
 

If you have questions about these documents after viewing them, please contact Robert R. 
Appleson. Information about notifying the public of this action is found in Chapter 8.3-3 and 8.3-4 of the 
Handbook of Accreditation, Third Edition, available at http://ncahlc.org/Information-for-
Institutions/institutional-reporting-of-actions.html. 

 
On behalf of the Board of Trustees, I thank you and your associates for your cooperation.   

   
 

Sincerely, 
 

 
Sylvia Manning 
President
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