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SUBJECT: StraighterLine Course Review Recommendations 

 

Representatives from AAC have had numerous discussions about establishing course 

equivalencies with StraighterLine similar to the approach taken with other credit by examination 

measures (i.e., CLEP, AP, IB, etc.).  Most recently, discussion at COPS in June affirmed the 

need to move forward as a system to determine the best method for aligning the existing suite of 

StraighterLine courses with those offered in the Regental system.  In an attempt to simplify the 

initial review by the System Assessment Committee, it is recommended that the courses be 

categorized into three general areas.  First, AAC noted concern in April 2013 about the inclusion 

of 300 and 400 level course equivalency review conducted by StraighterLine.  It is recommended 

that these be removed from further review at this time.  

 

Managerial Accounting (Aligned with ACCT 460 Managerial Accounting) 

Financial Accounting (No course equivalency identified) 

Business Ethics (Aligned with BADM 457 Business Ethics) 

Organizational Behavior (Aligned with BADM 369 Organizational Behavior and Theory) 

Business Law (Aligned with BADM 350 Legal Environment of Business) 

Introduction to Nutrition (Alinged with HLTH 422 Nutrition) 

Pharmacology I (Aligned with PHAR 452 Introduction to Pharmacology) 

Pharmacology II (No course equivalency identified) 

 

 Second, a comparison has been conducted to determine the alignment of Straighterline 

courses with those that are currently included in the system general education policy for credit at 

all six Regental institutions.  For this comparison the course equivalency identified must fulfill a 

general education requirement for all six campuses to make it easier for our K-12 partners to 

encourage course completions in those areas where students will be able to apply the credits 

regardless of the institution in the system they attend.  Based on this review, it is recommended 

that the following courses be advance for review by department/unit level representatives at each 

institutions.  

 

Pre-General Education Course Opportunities 

1. Introductory Algebra  

2. Student Success 

3. Developmental Writing 
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Goal 1 

4. English Composition I 

5. English Composition II 

Goal 3 

6. American Government 

7. United States History I 

8. United States History II 

9. Economics I: Macroeconomics 

10. Economics II: Microeconomics 

11.  Introduction to Philosophy 

12. Introduction to Sociology 

Goal 4 

13. Spanish I 

14. Spanish II 

15. Western Civilization I 

16. Western Civilization II 

Goal 5 

17. College Algebra 

18. Precalculus 

19. General Calculus I 

20. General Calculus 

Goal 6 

21. Introduction to Biology 

22. General Chemistry 

23. General Physics I and II 

 

Finally, it is recommended that the system does not include those courses that are not 

affiliated with general education or do not meet general education requirements at all six 

Regental institutions.  The recommendation would be to exclude these from review at this time, 

but allow for future inclusion using our current formal review process if a request for transfer 

comes in from a student or ACE.  Since these will be program or institutional specific we can 

then begin to generate a separate list that is not unique to the system.   

 

1. Accounting I (Not an approved General Ed Course) 

2. Accounting II (Not an approved General Ed Course) 

3. Introduction to Business (Not an approved General Ed Course) 

4. Business Communication (General Ed but only for USD) 

5. Introduction to Religion (World Religion only counts for GE at SDSM&T, 

SDSU, and USD) 

6. Cultural Anthropology (Applies for GE at all institutions except for DSU) 

7. Introduction to Criminal Justice (Applies for GE at NSU, SDSU & USD) 

8. Introduction to Communication (No course equivalencies identified and not a GE 

course) 

9. Personal Finance (No course equivalencies indentified and not a GE course) 



StraighterLine Course Review Recommendations  

September 5, 2013 

Page 3 of 3 

 

  

10. Business Statistics (Not an approved General Ed Course) 

11. Anatomy & Physiology I (Approved GE course only at USD) 

12. Anatomy & Physiology II (Approved GE course only at USD) 

13. Microbiology (Not an approved General Ed Course) 

14. First Aid/CPR (Not an approved General Ed Course) 

15. Medical Terminology (Not an approved General Ed Course) 

16. Personal Fitness & Wellness (Not an approved General Ed Course) 

17. Introduction to Environmental Science (Not an approved General Ed Course) 

 

AAC representatives should be prepared to discuss this proposed approach.  Additionally, 

as DIAL has begun to work with high schools around the state this academic year to deliver 

StraighterLine courses, a number of school administrators/parents/students have been informed 

that StraighterLine courses will not be accepted by the Regental system.  It is important to 

reinforce the fact on campus that these courses would be transferred if ACE approval is obtained 

by the student after the completion of the course.  AAC representatives should also be prepared 

to discuss issues they are experiencing on campus related to our use of ACE recommendations 

for these courses.  

 

 

 

 


