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SUBJECT: Lumina Foundations – Degree Qualifications Profile 

 
Recently, Board staff participated in a webinar by the Lumina Foundation regarding their Degree 

Qualifications Profile (DQP). The roots of this work were discussed by AAC a few years ago (please 

see the following link: http://www.sdbor.edu/services/academics/aac/documents/10-

09AAC_3_credit_hrs_to_degree.pdf ).  This project is evolving from the Bologna process in Europe 

and Lumina Foundation supported “tuning” work which is underway in several states.    

 

The DQP was created to clearly illustrate what students should be expected to know and be able 

to do once they earn their degree. The DQP proposes specific learning outcomes for associates, 

bachelors, and master’s degrees. The Lumina Foundation does not seek to standardize degrees, but 

rather looks to provide reference points for accountability that go beyond what is taught, and focus 

on what is learned. Learning must therefore be demonstrated through tasks designed and 

administered by faculty, and in turn, degrees should increasingly become evidence-based. 

 
The DQP consists of 5 areas of learning, which are listed below. As students earn more advanced 

degrees, they are expected to become more 

advanced in each of these areas. This is illustrated 

in the diagram on the right. The complete 

description of the DQP provides a detailed rubric 

describing the levels of learning that should be 

achieved at each degree level. 

 

1. Specialized Knowledge: Mastery of 

strategically chosen subject areas. 

2. Broad/Integrative Knowledge: Supports 

inquiry into the relationships among subject 

areas and the integration of related realms 

of knowledge. 

3. Intellectual Skills: Manifestations of well-

defined cognitive capacities and operations. 

4. Applied Learning: What students can do 

with what they know is the ultimate 

benchmark of learning. Commitment to 
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analytic inquiry, active learning, real-world problem solving, and innovation is emphasized. 

5. Civic Learning: Preparing students for responsible citizenship. Requires the integration of 

knowledge and skills acquired, as well as engagement. 

 

More information regarding the DQP can be found at www.luminafoundation.org/publications.   

 

This framework may be helpful to inform discussions about academic quality/academic rigor that 

are unfolding on the separate campuses as well as at the system-level.  Historically, campuses have 

assured quality of graduates awarded degrees because a group of faculty designed the course 

requirements and then assessed the students every step of the way.  In today’s environment with 

swirling students that bring credits from multiple sources earned through a range of modalities, a 

degree awarded because all of the boxes are checked (course requirements are fulfilled) is of variable 

or even unknown quality.  As we know, this expectation is becoming even more prevalent as 

students, parents and policy-makers believe that all credit-bearing experiences gathered from all 

sources should be recognized to fulfill degree requirements.  Clearly, we need to be working to build 

some summative framework(s) of what students should know and be able to do before a degree is 

awarded by one of the system’s institutions.   

 

This theme will be explored during the upcoming System Conference and this will be an 

opportunity to discuss and to develop some system initiatives.  Members of the Council should be 

prepared to discuss this topic and to suggest potential strategies to seed these within the Conference. 
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