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SUBJECT: Graduate Students – Sustaining Enrollment  

 

 During a recent AAC meeting a campus asked a question about the creation of a set of 

zero-credit courses that would allow for sustained enrollment for graduate students.  It was noted 

that this option exited within the and, by AAC Guidelines, that these courses were exclusively 

coded with the instructional method of U, Thesis/Research Sustaining.  Since the topic was not 

resolved, it was agreed to bring this back at a later date. 

 As a starting point, it is recognized that the instructional method referenced above does 

align with the directions IPEDS provides to campuses about enrollment reporting.  Specifically, 

IPEDS guidelines state,  

 Include all students enrolled for credit (courses or programs that can be applied towards 

the requirements for a postsecondary degree, diploma, certificate, or other formal award), 

regardless of whether or not they are seeking a degree or certificate. This includes: 

 Students enrolled for credit in off-campus centers 

 High school students taking regular college courses for credit 

 Students taking remedial courses if the student is degree-seeking for the purpose of 

student financial aid determination 

 Students from overseas enrolled in U.S. courses for credit (e.g., online students) 

 Graduate students enrolled for thesis credits, even when zero credits are 

awarded, as these students are still enrolled and seeking their degree 

 Following from this, if a student is to be enrolled in a zero-credit sustaining course, the 

student must be engaged in activities that are leading directly to their degree.  This is different 

than program sustaining, a status that allows students to remain active in a program while not 

enrolled in coursework for a specific term. 

 The Council will be asked to consider if options exist to allow enrollment for students 

actively pursuing a degree while excluding those who are simply taking a leave, approved or 

unapproved.   


