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SUBJECT: D2L Course Access Dates 

  

 When the BOR adopted Desire2Learn (D2L) as its learning management system (LMS), 

one of the goals was to integrate the student information system, Datatel’s Colleague, so that 

courses could be automatically generated for a given semester, instructors could be assigned to 

those courses, and student enrollment managed for those courses, all on an automated 

basis.  Another aspect of this integration was that D2L supported enforcing start and end dates 

for courses.  

 

After some discussion, the D2L Implementation Committee decided to enforce the 

official start and end dates from Colleague in D2L.  Later, thirty days were added to the official 

end date, to allow for students to check final grades, assignments, etc., after the semester 

ended. Since that time, there has been interest from many campuses to provide earlier access 

than the official start date to courses in D2L.  Some reasons for early access are:  

  

1. To ensure students have successfully completed all of the first steps to actually get into 

their courses within D2L:  

 they have their BOR usernames/passwords, and they work  

 their computers are set up in a way that facilitates access (plugins, internet 

connection, etc.)  

 they can see and access their courses in D2L  

  

2. To afford students to opportunity to orient themselves to their courses, much like some 

campuses help students find their classrooms/buildings before the start of the semester  

  

3. So that students can access their syllabi—or any other introductory materials—and see 

what, if anything, they need to take care of prior to starting their courses:  

 textbook requirements  

 establishing access to publishers' websites (access codes)  

 any other technology/material needs    

  

When AAC last discussed this issue in September 2010, there were a number of concerns with 

whether or not early access was in line with federal financial aid regulations.  Additionally, there 

were concerns about some instructors assigning coursework prior to the official start date of the 
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course.  For these reason, the start date was left alone. However, recently, this topic was 

broached on the WCET discussion list, and it seemed that the vast majority of respondents 

indicated that their institutions did allow early access to courses in their LMSes.  This was 

especially the case for online courses.  

  

The D2L Management Committee discussed this matter again, and agreed that there must 

be some latitude in the federal financial aid regulations to allow for this.  The consensus was that 

as long as this was the case, the benefits of providing early access to courses in D2L—per the 

reasons outlined above—outweigh the caveats.   Instructors would be trained on each campus 

that the purpose of this access is not to get students into the course early to start working on 

course materials, complete assessments, start readings, etc.  Rather, it is specifically to ease the 

startup process for students, as outlined above, so that once the semester begins, they can be 

focused on the course, and not on resolving technical or procedural issues.  

  

AAC representatives should be prepared to discuss the potential of allowing students to 

have early access to courses within D2L.  If the decision is to proceed, the D2L Management 

Committee would be charged with establishing the appropriate timeframe for allowing early 

access (e.g., one week prior to the start date), and working with the various constituent groups on 

the campuses to address issues associated with this implementation.   

 

 


