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SUBJECT: StraighterLine – Limited Acceptance of ACE Recommendations 
 

During the November 2013 AAC meeting, the council discussed a set of 
recommendations that would have allowed for credit to be awarded for 24 StraighterLine 
Courses that aligned with system general education requirements.  The council deferred action 
during that meeting noting a number of concerns related to test proctoring and feedback from a 
number of the various discipline councils in the system.  Dr. Gingerich indicated a willingness to 
meet with a number of the discipline councils, and while engaged with the English discipline 
council, representatives noted a significant divergence in StraighterLine marketing efforts than 
what had been depicted when discussion of this particular option began.  Specifically, they 
pointed to a description for “Professor-Led Courses” which indicated that: 

Some students thrive in self-paced courses, but others want professors to provide 
guidance and explanation. That's why many StraighterLine courses offer a professor-led 
option that includes professor videos, office hours and exam study guides. All of our 
professors are passionate about teaching and have considerable experience with the topics 
they teach. View our Professor Led Courses to discover the educational benefits of a 
direct connection between student and professors. 

The professor for this particular option is Sarah Tidwell (Professor of Writing with an 
MA from the University of Phoenix in Education/Adult Education and Training/E-Learning).  
The individual with no degrees in English/Composition is identified as a professor of writing 
making it difficult for campus representatives to assess a competency based course when 
marketing materials specify that a “college level course” is being taught.   At issue here is that 
the professor-led options counter existing BOR policy on accepting dual credit into the Regental 
system.  These guidelines specifically state that for credit to be awarded the teacher must have 15 
hours of graduate work in the discipline area in which they are teaching, so just having a 
master’s or doctoral degree is not enough for us to accept credit.  The option we allow for in 
those instances where the requirements for dual credit are not being met is the completion of the 
CLEP examination for credit to be accepted.  We have similar requirements for students who 
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enroll in courses taught at our technical institutes where we establish the amount of credit that 
faculty are required to have before they can teach the general education curriculum.  While the 
self-paced option aligns more closely with our approaches to CLEP and AP, the professor-led 
tends to reflect some of our other course equivalency models.   
 

The South Dakota Virtual High School had entered into an agreement with StraighterLine 
at the beginning of the fall semester and a number of students had enrolled in a variety of these 
courses.  Specifically, the following courses have students who have successfully achieved the 
required score on the end of course exam.   
 

Accounting I 
Anatomy and Physiology 
Business Statistics 
College Algebra 
English Composition I 
General Calculus I 
Introduction to Nutrition 
Introduction to Psychology 
Medical Terminology 

 
AAC representatives should be prepared to discuss the appropriate course of action 

moving forward for accepting StraighterLine courses and provide SDVHS students with options 
for at least the small subset of courses completed up to this point during the 2013-14 academic 
year.  
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