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SUBJECT: Tuition Task Force – Tuition for Remedial Courses 

 

 Dr. Laurie Nichols is serving as AAC’s representative on the task force reviewing the 

system’s tuition structure.  A few weeks ago, tuition for remedial courses was discussed and this 

has been forwarded to AAC for consideration.  The e-mail Dr. Nichols sent framing this is 

attached. 

 

 Specifically, the task force is asking if there should be a different tuition rate established 

for remedial courses.  As an example, the question is raised about changing the way tuition is 

charged for remedial math as it is currently offered at DSU, SDSU and USD.   

 

 As an alternative, the system CAO suggested that tuition for remedial coursework could 

be tied to direct instructional costs since this would more readily cover all pre-college courses 

offered.  

 

 Members of the Council should be prepared to discuss this and to frame a 

recommendation for consideration. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



From: Nichols, Laurie  

Sent: Friday, July 12, 2013 12:32 PM 
To: Gingerich, Sam 

Subject: budget task force 

 
Hi Sam, 
 
The budget taskforce led by Monte met again this week.  We are covering a wide range of 
tuition/fee topics and it seems many things are on the table for change.   
 
One of these is the tuition rate we charge for remedial courses.  The comment has been made 
several times that self-support may be too high and we may want to consider a different 
remedial tuition rate.  Related to this was the topic of charging students tuition for each 
semester if they are receiving a remedial satisfactory progress.  The thought was that perhaps 
we should not charge tuition the second semester if they are making adequate progress…in 
other words, set a tuition rate that could potentially carry them for up to 2 semesters.   If they 
go 3 semesters…perhaps we charge again.  
 
This comment was made in light of the fact that undergraduate self-support is now 
$301.70/credit so a 3 credit course will run $905.  Given that these students have multiple 
challenges and many are from lower income families, we might want to try to remove barriers 
rather than make them pay perhaps up to $2700+ to get remedial math done. 
 
I was asked to bring this to AAC for discussion as Monte felt this was more of an academic 
discussion than a budget discuss per se. 
 
I believe the task force is planning to meet again in August but you can check with Monte on 
this.    The task force would appreciate AAC’s thoughts on this before they move forward with 
any recommendations. 
 
 
Laurie Nichols 
Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs 
South Dakota State University 
Administration 230 
Box 2201 
Brookings, SD 57007 
Laurie.Nichols@sdstate.edu 
605-688-4173 
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