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SUBJECT:  Smarter Balanced Implementation Update 

 

The first meeting of the Smarter Balanced Implementation Group was held on September 

7, 2012. Members of the group include: 
 

BHSU – Erin Holmes, Curtis Card 

DSU – Rich Avery; Maureen Murphy 

NSU – Vicki Evans; Jennifer Lofswold  

SDSM&T – Jill Trimble; King Adkins  

SDSU – Kurt Cogswell; Dennis Papini 

USD – Dan van Peursem; Dale Pietrzak 

 

Jack Warner welcomed the group and thanked them for agreeing to work on this 

important initiative. Robert Stein, South Dakota’s consultant from the Smarter Balanced 

Assessment Consortium attended the meeting and spoke with the group about how they can 

determine the voice of South Dakota higher education within the creation of the Smarter 

Balanced Assessments. The group will work with others in South Dakota and within the 

Consortium to define what it means for students to be college-ready or on track for college-

readiness by the 11
th

 grade in English/Language Arts and in math. The group will also help the 

system determine if the 11
th

 grade assessment is valid, and should be recommended for use in 

South Dakota’s placement policies. It was also emphasized that a strong working relationship 

with K-12 education in the state will be essential to the success of Smarter Balanced. 
 

Stein also spoke on the expected impact of the assessments immediately after 

implementation. Due to the more rigorous Common Core State Standards, as well as the difficult 

nature of the assessments, more students are expected to require remediation upon entering 

college. Eventually, this trend will lessen as students and faculty become more familiar with the 

CCSS and the assessments. However, campuses in the state will have to be prepared to deal with 

an increase in the number of students categorized as “not college ready”.  The system’s 

engagement with Complete College America will help since the system hopefully will have  
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established a broader array of options that are allow more individually tailored approaches to 

remediation. 

 

Going forward, a large part of the implementation group’s agenda will be to offer and 

discuss suggestions to the current implementation plan, and ultimately determine a definition of 

“college-ready.” Also, Courtney Huse-Wika from BHSU will be attending a Smarter Balanced 

conference in early October with other math and ELA experts from across the country. At this 

conference, the assessment’s achievement level descriptors for each grade level will start to be 

determined.  She will be asked to report on this work.  Finally, the group will also be expected to 

engage in the broader review of the descriptors and assessment items that will unfold over the 

next couple of years. 

 

Members of the Council should be prepared to discuss this process and to offer 

suggestions that could make it more effective. 


