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SUBJECT: Department of Education Initiatives 
 

 Over the past year the system office has been working with the SD Department of 

Education on two projects designed to increase the success of South Dakota high school graduates 

as they transition into their postsecondary experience.  First, last spring Secretary Schopp 

communicated directly with parents of high school students who failed to meet system placement 

benchmarks in the areas of Math, Reading and English, encouraging them to complete Pearson’s 

My Foundations Lab materials prior to high school graduation.  Once completed these students 

completed the Accuplacer examination, and those who earned the qualifying scores aligned with 

our placement guidelines were allowed to enroll directly into the corresponding college level 

course.  The Joint Powers Agreement that guides our collaboration on this project was approved 

during the October 2013 Board of Regents meeting.  When delivered through the South Dakota 

Virtual High School, just over 100 students have taken advantage of this opportunity, and the DOE 

is now working to enter into agreements directly with school districts who may be interested in 

offering our remedial math curriculum to their students as an alternative to their current senior 

math course.  From a pool of 40 districts, a total of 15 have indicated an interest in participating in 

the program, and discussion with the DOE representatives responsible for the program continue to 

unfold.  A brief update related to this particular project will be presented during the AAC meeting. 

 

 Second, with financial support from the Governor, the Board of Regents and the Technical 

Institutes have been working with the DOE to establish a negotiated tuition rate of $145 a credit 

hour for high school juniors and seniors who are interested in taking current college courses (face-

to-face, distance, hybrid) offered by the 10 institutions. A working group was formed to establish 

a common approach for coordinating student enrollments starting with the Fall 2014 semester.  In 

particular a number of requirements are driving the first year of this program including: 

 

1. The Regental system will be responsible for delivering System General Education courses 

that are approved through BOR Policy 2.7.  Technical Institutes are designated to deliver 

CTE courses.  IGR’s are not to be included as options for students as a feature of this 

program.  

2. Each institution has been working to develop a list of courses that will be provided to the 

DOE for placement on their landing page for student/counselors to make course selections.  
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3. The state will provide each institution with $105 for each credit hour, and no lab or program 

fees may be assessed to students enrolled in the program. 

4. Designated sections will be established using an HSDC code for tracking students for 

billing purposes.  

5. Identified points of contact at each institution will be responsible for working with students 

or districts to complete application materials and register for select courses.  The DOE must 

have a signed MOU from the district before their students are eligible to participate in the 

program.  Institutional/Center points of contact include: 
 

a. BHSU Mitch Hopewell 

b. DSU Peg O'Brien 

c. NSU Ronald Brownie 

d. SDSM&T Barb Dolan 

e. SDSU Carey Kilmer 

f. USD Gary Girard 

g. RCUC Maria Hartung  

h. RCUC Gene Bilodeau 

i. SFUC Sarah Rasmussen 

j. CUC Laura Hayden-Moreland  
 

6. A common application form has been developed for use at each institution which will allow 

for the appropriate level of reporting back to the districts.  

7. Eligible students must be completing the courses as a dual credit course with his/her 

performance reported on the high school transcript.  

 

Board staff continues to engage the Regental system working group to address questions 

as the DOE coordinates their communication strategy with districts around the state.  A series of 

informational webinars have been occurring, and campus representatives have joined in these 

sessions to respond to questions from high school counselors.  AAC representatives should be 

prepared to raise any questions that continue to emerge on their campus about how this program 

will operate.  

 


