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****************************************************************************** 

 

SUBJECT: D2L Course Access Dates 

 

 In September the Council discussed the system’s guidelines, developed when D2L was 

adopted as the LMS, that limited student access to course materials to the period starting with the 

first day of class and continuing to thirty days beyond the last day of finals for that term     

(http://www.sdbor.edu/services/academics/AAC/documents/5.GD2LCourseAccessDatesAAC09

13.pdf).  This discussion occurred because the D2L Management Committee agreed that there 

are significant benefits gained by providing early access to courses.  This recommendation did 

include the caveat that faculty and staff would need to be informed that the purpose of this access 

is to provide students an opportunity to familiarize themselves with the LMS and the course.  

Faculty should not view this as an opportunity to get students into the course early to start 

working on course materials. 

 

 The Council agreed that this recommendation made sense and it was referred to MOCC 

for consideration.  MOCC responded that they agreed with the concept.  Since the financial aid 

group has a significant stake in this process, they were asked specifically to review the proposal.  

This group reported back that they are fine with the format based on the parameters that were 

laid out in the agenda item; i.e., the students enrolled cannot be assigned course work in advance 

of the start date of the term.   

 

 This proposal has also been reviewed by Eric Mosterd, the system’s D2L manager, and 

he outlined two steps that will need to occur once this change is approved by AAC. 

 

1. We'll need to have RIS make a simple change on the Colleague-->D2L export to 

push back the start date to whatever is decided.  They already do this for the end 

date—adding thirty days—so this should be pretty straightforward. 

2. We'll need to make sure that we are communicating the change to our instructors 

and students, especially in regards to the fact that this is just so that students can 

verify access to courses and materials, not start course activities early. 

 He added that instructors still ultimately control access to their courses by 

activating/deactivating them.  Because of this he does not anticipate much pushback on this since 
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if an instructor does not want students to have access to a course, he/she can simply choose not 

to activate the course until it is ready. 

 It is recommended that beginning with the Fall 2014 term students be allowed access to 

D2L up to thirty days before the start of the semester.  Members of the Council should be 

prepared to discuss this. 

 

  


