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SUBJECT: Starfish and MLP Grade Integration 

 

One of the specific goals for the early alert system was to allow for intergration with a 

number of the existing platforms (D2L and Pearson MLP) that would provide information on 

student academic performance.  As the Starfish Committee has worked to facilitate this braoder 

system charge, two separate grade intergrations have been established for the Starfish tool, 

including:  

 
1. The D2L grade integration pulls grade data from D2L for a group of courses identified using the 

Starfish Admin Tools.  Each campus can submit which courses they would like to include in the 

D2L grade integration process. The D2L grade Integration has not been activated in Production.   

2. The Pearson grade integration receives grade data for all active MLP sections and loads the data 

to Starfish.  There is not a way to select which courses you would like to receive data for within 

this integration process.  Starfish combined this integration with our SIS integration.  When the 

SIS integration runs each night it reads the files that Pearson sends for Starfish to read. 

Both integrations use a common file layout (see Attachment I) to send grade data to 

Starfish, and includes information about course section assessments (assignments, quizzes, tests) 

that are kept in an online grade book. In Starfish two D2L flags have been created to 

automatically raise when loading the D2L grade data: 

 
1. Grade/Assignment D2L – This flag is automatically raised if the Grade Average is less than 70%.  

The flag is automatically cleared if the grade rises above the threshold. The Advisor, Success 

Center I & II, and University Administration roles can view this flag.  The only role that cannot 

manage this flag, of the roles that can view it, is the University Administration role. 

2. Overdue Assignments D2L – This flag is automatically raised if 1 assignment in any course 

section is overdue by 7 days.  The flag is automatically cleared if the assignment is turned in. The 

same roles have the same permissions as the previous flag mentioned. 

If a role is granted permissions to view “All Grades” or “grades for course Context” then 

the Starfish users with the role will see the following for the students they have a relationship 

with.  Those with access to this information include all of the advisor roles, directors, instructor 

(course context only), success center, university administration, and regent system administrator.  

As these processes have unfolded, a concern has been raised by some on the Starfish Committee  
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that granting access to specific student/course grade information may not be necessary to ensure 

that the appropriate intervention occurs.  As a result, committee members have been asked to 

provide the following information back during the next Starfish call based on discussions with 

personnel on campuses. 

 
1. Pros for loading grades in Starfish 

2. Cons for loading grades in Starfish 

3. If grades are loaded, which roles should have access to view the grades 

4. Your university recommendation to continue to load  

a. Pearson Grades  

i. All active MLP sections/courses (current configuration) 

ii. With course level controls added 

b. D2L Grades (controls are available by course) 

 

AAC representatives should be prepared to discuss the need for grade access at the level 

being proposed and make a recommendation to the Starfish Committee for using data available 

through this integration to ensure that the appropriate intervention occurs.   

  



 

 

Common File Layout for Grade Intergration 
 

Field Description 

integration_id  

(REQUIRED) 

A unique identifier for this item. 

course_section_integration_id 

(REQUIRED) 

A unique identifier for the course section related to this 

enrollment. 

title 

(REQUIRED) 

The item name. 

description The item description. 

due_dt The item due date. 

points_possible 

(REQUIRED) 

A numeric value representing highest available points for this 

item or the highest letter score 

 previous provided as a grade scale to Starfish. 

scorable_ind 

(REQUIRED) 

Whether to include this score in calculations. 

calculated_ind Whether this grade book item is just a calculated value based 

on other grade book items. 

external_grade_ind Whether this is the published final grade for this course 

section. 

modified_ts 

 

The timestamp of the last modification to this data row.  

 

Field Description 

gradebook_item_integration_id 

(REQUIRED) 

A unique identifier for the grade book item related to this 

score. 

course_section_integration_id 

(REQUIRED) 

A unique identifier for the course section related to this score. 

user_integration_id 

(REQUIRED) 

A unique identifier for the user related to this score. 

points 

(REQUIRED) 

The numeric score value or a letter score previous provided 

as a grade scale to Starfish. 

points_possible_override If the points_possible from the grade book item does not 

apply to this user, this is the place to put an override value. 

graded_ts The timestamp when this item was graded.  If left blank the 

grade will be treated as if it is unofficial because it still needs 

approval from the instructor and will be left out of 

calculations and will not be flagged.  

first_attempt_dt The date this item was first submitted by the student. 

modified_ts The timestamp of the last modification to this data row. 
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Grade View with MLP Feature Turned Off/On 
 

Example of student with a Pearson course with grade viewing turned off:

 
 

 

Example of the same student with grade viewing turned on:
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