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SUBJECT: Grading Policies and Practices for Remedial Courses 

 

As part of a broad commitment to student success the system is reviewing practices and 

procedures that govern remedial offerings.  Much of this work is driven by and supported by our 

engagement with Complete College America.  Background work by this group pointed out that 

for students remediation far too often becomes the “bridge to nowhere.”  As a result of our 

engagement with CCA, faculty and staff on the separate campuses are engaged in a range of 

activities that are exploring alternatives that will promote student success in the coursework that 

addresses deficiencies and, more importantly, in earning a postsecondary degree.  Coupled with 

this work, there is a commitment at the system-level to review and revise those guidelines and 

policies that serve as barriers to this reform and to promote policies that support student success.  

In the past few months, AAC has engaged with two different aspects of the system’s grading 

policies that need to be addressed. 

 

1.  Establishment of the grade SP for MATH 095   

 

As several campuses in the system have moved to a self-paced, competency-based approach 

to remediation in math, the set of discrete courses offered were collapsed into a single course 

MATH 095, Pre-college Algebra.  This course was developed to allow students to enroll for this 

single course for multiple semesters until mastery is demonstrated.  This was last discussed by 

AAC in June (see http://www.sdbor.edu/services/academics/AAC/documents/06-

12AAC_5.D_Remedial-Math.pdf ).  The minutes from that meeting offered the followingHere’s 

the resolution that is being implemented.   

 

D. Remedial Math – Administrative Issues (refer to 6.N, April 2012)  

 

Item 5.D Remedial Math – Administrative Issues: The development of MATH 095 as a 

multi-semester, competency based course is posing difficulties with our operational 

systems.  

 

Math faculty have set this course up so students can stay continuously enrolled until 

mastery is demonstrated/remedial work is completed. However, “making progress” is not 

http://www.sdbor.edu/services/academics/AAC/documents/06-12AAC_5.D_Remedial-Math.pdf
http://www.sdbor.edu/services/academics/AAC/documents/06-12AAC_5.D_Remedial-Math.pdf
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a useful term for financial aid offices and registrar offices since these entities are required 

to determine satisfactory academic progress.  

 

After some discussion, Sam offered the following recommendation to be sent to the 

Financial Aid and Registrar offices (Julie Pier and Sharon Kienow).   

 

Students can take the course (MATH 095) for three semesters. There is the option 

of earning SP (Satisfactory Progress) grade for the end of the first and second 

semesters in 095. Receiving SP will count as a success and the student will have 

financial aid eligibility. At the end of the third semester the student will receive an 

RU or RS.  

 

If the student fails he/she will have received an RU and will move to the 096 

course (1 semester long). If student fails 096 then they get an F for the class.  

 

The student can repeat after failing the 096 course but will not get financial aid. 

 

This was forwarded to MOCC and this group did take up the topic in early February.  A set 

of concerns were voiced during this discussion so a conference call was scheduled for Sam 

Gingerich, Trudy Zalud, Sharon Kienow and Julie Pier.  Sam laid out the academic intent behind 

the proposal and Julie and Sharon raised a set of concerns from the perspective of the financial 

aid officers.  While the issues were nuanced, for the most part they focused on the need to 

maintain a record of student enrollment and completion to allow a fair and accurate 

determination of academic progress.  During this conference call a more detailed set of policies 

and guidelines were framed and it was agreed that these should be reviewed by others in the 

system.  The following issues need to be considered. 

 

 Board Policy 2:10, Grades and Use of Grade Point Averages will need to be revised to 

incorporate a definition for the SP grade.  As outlined in the draft definition that follows, 

it was agreed that this grade has the attributes of an I but it captures the context that the 

course materials does include the materials from three distinct remedial courses.  As a 

note, it needs to be understood that this approach was considered and rejected by the 

faculty and by AAC simply because the grade I implies the student did not complete the 

course because of some extenuating circumstance(s) and a set of expectations are 

immediately applied.  That is not the case here so an alternate grade, SP for Satisfactory 

Progress, is being developed.    

 

 Satisfactory Progress, Does not calculate into any GPA 

A satisfactory progress (SP) grade may be granted only for students enrolled in 

MATH 095.  If the grade of SP is awarded, the following conditions apply: 

a) The grade is an alternative to RS and RU.   
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b) The student must have made satisfactory progress during the course but the 

student did not develop mastery of all required content.  If the student 

successfully mastered the materials, the grade of RS should be assigned.  If 

progress was not made, the grade of RU should be assigned.  

c) The student must stay continuously enrolled in MATH 095 during subsequent 

terms.  If the student is enrolled in the system in a subsequent terms but is not 

registered for MATH 095 (or any other remedial math course offered in the 

system), the grade reverts to a RU. 

d) When a grade of RU or RS is assigned in a subsequent enrollment, each preceding 

SP grade will be changed to the grade awarded.   

e) If the student transfers to another institution within the system and the student 

completes MATH 095, MATH 101 or any other higher level math course, the SP 

grade reverts to an RS. 

f) If the student is not registered for three subsequent terms, the grade reverts to a 

RU. 

 

 As agreed, students can only register for MATH 095 three times.  While students will 

register for MATH 095, the student’s academic record will reflect this as MATH 095a, 

MATH 095b and MATH 095c.  Since these simply track the number of registrations and 

these designations have nothing to do with the student’s academic standing or 

performance in the course, the designation can be added automatically.  As noted in the 

draft policy, a range of grades can be assigned for any or for all of these attempts and the 

rules that govern the grades would apply.  However, given the design of the course, the 

grade SP is proposed for those students who are working continuously to develop the 

skills and abilities needed to succeed in college-level math courses.   

 

 Financial aid rules will be used to determine financial aid eligibility of those students 

enrolled in MATH 096.    

2.  Grading Policies and Practices for Co-requisite Remedial Courses 

 

This topic was taken up by AAC in November (please see the following link: 

http://www.sdbor.edu/services/academics/AAC/documents/5.OGradingPoliciesandPracticesforC

o-RequisiteRemedialCoursesAAC1112.pdf ).  It was stated that as the campuses begin work on 

co-requisite approaches, it may be important to align policies or guidelines that coordinate the 

grades assigned in the component parts.  Specifically, Board staff pointed out that there continue 

be reports of institutions where groups of students are assigned passing grades in the college-

level course and failing grades in the remedial course.  While any seasoned academician can 

understand why this could be the outcome, clearly this is an illogical to many constituents, 

http://www.sdbor.edu/services/academics/AAC/documents/5.OGradingPoliciesandPracticesforCo-RequisiteRemedialCoursesAAC1112.pdf
http://www.sdbor.edu/services/academics/AAC/documents/5.OGradingPoliciesandPracticesforCo-RequisiteRemedialCoursesAAC1112.pdf
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especially in those cases where students are required to repeat the remedial course either to 

remove the failing grade from the transcript or, as has been reported in some cases, before the 

passing grade in the college level course will be accepted.   

 

It was recommended that Sam stated that a single grade be assigned based on work done in 

the college-level general education course.  If the student earns a passing grade (any grade other 

than an F), this letter grade would be assigned to the general education course and RS would be 

the only option for the supplemental component. If the student failed the course, an F would be 

assigned as the grade for the general education course and an RU would be the only option for 

the supplemental course.    

 

Members of the Council were asked to review this on campus.  If there’s agreement with this 

approach, Board Policy 2:10 will be revised to incorporate this recommendation. 
  


