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SUBJECT: Interplay of Board Policies 2:9 and 3:4 

 

 Board Policy 2:9, Student Appeals for Academic Affairs, governs academic disputes 

arising from decisions made on the basis of academic judgment.  As noted in the policy, these 

most commonly arise as a result of student dissatisfaction with assigned grades, but students may 

also invoke this policy to challenge other decisions, justified on academic grounds, that affect 

their participation in or completion of university academic programs. 

 

 Board Policy 3:4, Student Disciplinary Code, governs those cases where a student 

allegedly committed misconduct and is therefore subject to discipline after a hearing confirms 

that the student did, in fact, engage in the alleged conduct and that the conduct was prohibited 

under the published conduct regulations or written directives.   

 

 As these policies were enacted, AAC had several discussions about the interplay, 

especially as institutions deal with students accused of academic misconduct.  Although courts 

will defer to academic judgment about the significance of student academic work, they are 

undisposed to defer to judgments about conduct alleged to violate conduct codes.  Moreover, 

although courts tolerate ex parte academic judgments, they expect that persons charged with 

misconduct be afforded opportunities to understand and to challenge the factual bases for the 

charges.     

 

 In view of such considerations, the AAC framed Board Policy 2:9 to direct that acts of 

academic misconduct, including cheating, plagiarism, and the like, be addressed first under 

Policy 3:4 because there is a factual basis for the claim that a violation has  occurred.  Further, if 

the discipline is proscribed (all students cheating will get a zero), academic judgment has been 

completely removed and all appeals must be handled under Policy 3:4.   

 

 In the past few months, questions about these policies have come from a couple of the 

campuses.  This item is presented to allow for a discussion of the nuances. 

 


