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                Recommend the attached statement be added to the system’s AP guidelines. 

ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COUNCIL 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM:  5.D 

 

DATE: November 7, 2013 

 

****************************************************************************** 

 

SUBJECT: Application of AP Guidelines 

 

 In September, the Council discussed the system’s policies and guidelines governing the 

recognition of Advanced Placement course work. Please see the following link: 

http://www.sdbor.edu/services/academics/AAC/documents/5.VApplicationofAPGuidelinesAAC

0913.pdf .  As noted in that item, the issue was raised by a high school counselor who contacted 

the Board office to state that a campus was not following Board policy governing recognition of 

AP courses.   

 

 As a starting point, the Council did affirm Board Policy, including recognition that this is 

system policy that is not open to interpretation by faculty or academic advisors.  However, since 

some post-baccalaureate programs do state that AP coursework in high school will not substitute 

for entry level college courses, students need to be advised about this.  To this end, it was agreed 

that a statement should be drafted that would be added to the systems AP Guidelines that would 

clearly establish any exceptions to blanket acceptance that might exist and the reasons for these.  

To this end, staff at SDSU drafted the attached statement.         

 

 The Council should be prepared to discuss this statement and to recommend that it be 

included with the system’s AP guidelines. 

 

http://www.sdbor.edu/services/academics/AAC/documents/5.VApplicationofAPGuidelinesAAC0913.pdf
http://www.sdbor.edu/services/academics/AAC/documents/5.VApplicationofAPGuidelinesAAC0913.pdf


 

 

SDBOR Advanced Placement (AP) Policy Appendix: Special advising notes for 
students pursuing graduate and professional degrees outside of the Regental 
system upon graduation  
 
Upon student application all AP credits will be applied to student’s transcripts 
following the Advanced Placement Guidelines for Regental Institutions and BOR Policy 
2:5 Transfer of Credit.  
 
Although Regental institutions accept AP credits there are many professional 
schools throughout the country that do not accept AP to satisfy the pre-requisite 
requirements for admission to their program. For example, some programs simply 
state that they do not accept AP and other programs specify that courses completed 
through AP can be used to meet pre-requisites only if the student has completed 
upper division coursework in that content area and/or demonstrates evidence of 
competency in that academic area via scores on professional school admissions 
exams.  
 
Due to these varying degrees of value placed on AP courses by professional 
programs throughout the country, and in order to not unfairly limit students options 
upon graduation, it is advised that students be informed of this variation upon 
admission and initial course registration. Additionally, students should seek 
guidance on this matter from the professional programs to which they intend to 
apply as well as seek the counsel of their campus’ Health Professions Advisor. 
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