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SUBJECT: Implementation of Smarter Balanced Assessment System 

 

During the past few years Board staff have circulated a series of materials which provide 

detailed background about the development of the Common Core State Standards and the 

processes South Dakota and other partner states are using to drive implementation of these 

standards in math and English/Language Arts (ELA).  These Standards are being implemented to 

provide a consistent, clear understanding of what students are expected to learn in K-12.  Related 

to this initiative was the establishment of two consortia developed to bring online assessments 

aligned to the Common Core State Standards that will ensure graduates from high school 

demonstrate that they are college and career-ready.  In fact, participating states have agreed that 

the 11
th

 grade summative assessment will be used for college placement.  South Dakota has 

joined the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium as a governing member.   

 

Our colleagues in K-12 have been actively engaged in work with the Standards and with 

the design of the assessment programs for some time.  As these processes have unfolded here in 

South Dakota, university faculty in English/language arts (ELA), math and education have been 

engaged in parts of the work.  However, this has been primarily on an ad-hoc basis.  Since this 

implementation has reached the point where critical decisions will be made in the next year or 

two, postsecondary education is now expected to establish formal structures to make sure the 

campuses are fully engaged in this work. 

  

To assist states with this postsecondary implementation, the Smarter Balanced 

Assessment Consortium has hired a set of senior consultants who have been assigned to work 

with the governing states on a regional basis.  These individuals serve as ambassadors on behalf 

of Smarter Balanced and as advisors as plans are developed to engage academic leaders and 

faculty in the implementation.  This is being done because the Consortium recognizes that 

engagement of higher education faculty, administrators and policymakers as full partners with 

their P-12 colleagues is key to establishing student pathways that are aligned, especially during 

the transition from high school to college.  All parties need to be fully engaged as the process of 

designing assessments and setting performance standards occurs especially if the integration of 

11th grade Smarter Balanced assessments into postsecondary placement policies is to be 

realized.  
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Dr. Robert Stein, former Commissioner of Higher Education in Missouri, is the 

consultant assigned to South Dakota.  He will join the AAC meeting to provide a broader 

perspective of the project and to discuss strategies for engaging campuses in this important work.  

Members of the Council should be prepared to discuss questions or concerns relating to this 

work. 

 

 


