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SUBJECT: Guidelines for Early Course Access – D2L  

 

At the November 7, 2013 meeting, AAC approved the recommendation to allow students 

to access their courses in system’s Learning Management System (LMS), Desire2Learn thirty (30) 

days before the official start date, as reflected in Colleague/WebAdvisor.  This will begin with the 

2014FA term.  

 

The intention of these guidelines is:  

 to ensure that students have successfully completed all of the first steps needed 

to get into their courses within the LMS:  

o they have their BOR usernames/passwords, and these allow them access 

into the LMS  

o their computers are set up in a way that facilitates access to the various 

elements of the course (plugins, internet connection, etc.)  

o they can see and access their courses in LMS  

 

 to afford students the opportunity to orient themselves to their courses, much 

like some campuses help students find their classrooms/buildings before the 

start of the semester  

 

 so that students can access their courses’ syllabi—or any other introductory 

materials—and see what, if anything, they need to take care of prior to starting 

their courses:  

o textbook requirements  

o  establishing access to publishers' websites (access codes)  

o any other technology/material needs    

 

It is important to note that this speaks only to access to materials through the system’s 

LMS.  Faculty should not make any assignments prior to the first day of the term.  The specific 

purpose for this access is to ease the startup process for students.  Once the semester begins, the 

students can focus on the course itself, and not on resolving technical or procedural 
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issues.  Campuses should clearly communicate this to their instructors, and should monitor 

compliance.  

 

Finally, because two factors determine when a student can access a course in the LMS—

the start date has been reached, and the course has been activated by the instructor—and though 

the start dates of courses will automatically be changed in the LMS, per these guidelines, 

instructors still maintain control of when students actually can access their courses by controlling 

when the course is activated.  That being the case, institutional student support services (IT, 

registration, advising, etc.) should direct any student questions about early access to a course to 

the instructor of the course.  

 


