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SUBJECT: Smarter Balanced Implementation Update 

 

The Smarter Balanced Achievement Level Descriptors (ALDs) were released in late 

November. The ALDs were created to define what it means for students to be “college ready” in 

their ability to complete a particular skill or set of skills that align with the Common Core State 

Standards.  These ALDs will be used to draft and gauge test items and to establish proficiency 

levels within the assessment itself. Since the 11
th

 grade ALDs will be used for placement into 

college-level courses in math and English/Language Arts, it is important for there to be 

discussions between higher education and K-12 during the transition period as the Smarter 

Balanced assessments are piloted and implemented nationwide. 

 

Earlier this month the Board office, along with staff from the Department of Education, 

coordinated meetings between higher education faculty and K-12 teachers to review the draft 

ALDs and to gather feedback. With the help of each campus’ Smarter Balanced Implementation 

Group members, meetings were organized at BHSU, DSU, NSU, SDSU, USD, and at the 

University Centers in Sioux Falls and Rapid City. 

 

During these meetings, the 11
th

 grade ALDs for both Math and English Language 

Arts/Literacy were discussed, as well as the general implementation of Smarter Balanced. 

Overall, the discussions were largely positive and productive, and attendees from both higher ed 

and K-12 thought the meetings were valuable. Feedback was then sent by each campus to the 

Board office, and major comments and concerns from the meetings were compiled into a report 

which was submitted to Smarter Balanced. Individuals were also encouraged to submit their own 

feedback via the survey provided on the Smarter Balanced website, which was available through 

January 15. 

 

The review of the ALDs will continue for the next few months.  At the same time, the 

consortium will begin building banks of test items with pilot assessments scheduled during the 

next year.  Discussions will soon turn to the establishment of cut scores.  The system’s 

implementation team will continue to lead this effort. 

 

Members of the Council should be prepared to raise questions or concerns. 


