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SUBJECT: Enforcement of Prerequisites 

 

During the past year, AAC has had a series of discussions about the processes used 

within Colleague to enforce prerequisites.  The Council has discussed this and there is general 

agreement that issues arise with the set of students who are enrolled in a course that serves as a 

prerequisite for a second course, are allowed to register for the second course based on their 

enrolled status, and then fail the first course.  In sum, even though they were allowed to register, 

at the time the class begins, they are not eligible.   

 

Most campuses use the option of running reports to identify these students and they can 

be manually removed.  However, this isn’t a perfect solution because the system does allow 

faculty to override prerequisites so when reports are run these students would also be identified 

with the set who had failed the prerequisite.  Finally, staff at Mines noted that the issue is 

exacerbated on their campus since students register for one year rather than one semester.   

 

However, if those failing students were administratively withdrawn from the course, a 

series of steps is commonly triggered that typically involves both registration and financial aid.  

If the student enrolls in another class to reestablish standing as a full-time student, once again 

financial aid is impacted.  Most campuses deal with this manually simply to avoid the non-

productive work as well as the student stress that is commonly part of an automated process.  

 

Conversations are underway on campuses in the Financial Aid and Registrar offices.  
Members of AAC have been encouraged to take part in these discussions.  Specifically, 
campuses should be discussing if a common administrative withdrawal process should be 
established and run at the end of each semester to address students who fail a prerequisite 
course. 
   

Members of the Council should be prepared to discuss this to determine if potential 

modifications should be considered.   

 


