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SUBJECT: Revisions to Board Policy 2:5 – Transfer of Credit 

RIS staff recently noted that section 7 of Board policy 2:5 appears to be incomplete.  While 

the opening statement references graduate and undergraduate credit, this is not clearly carried 

through in the subsections.  Section 7A provides general guidance.  Section 7B where the details of 

credit transfer from the institutions included in this pool speaks only to graduate courses.  Section 

7C, by referencing common and general education courses, clearly establishes parameters that 

govern undergraduate offerings, even those are explicitly included.  A copy of section 7 is included 

on the next page.   

Board staff believe section 7B should be revised to include reference to both graduate and 

undergraduate courses. 

However, as this is considered there is another issue to be considered.  This policy establishes 

two pools of institutions: those accredited by one of the Regional Accrediting Associations and those 

not accredited by a Regional Accrediting Association.  The list of Regional Accrediting Associations, 

established in section 2, includes the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools, Western 

Association of Schools and Colleges, New England Association of Schools and Colleges, Northwest 

Association of Schools and Colleges, Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools, and 

Southern Association of Colleges and Schools. 

Members of the Council should be prepared to discuss if there is interest in parsing within 

policy the set of institutions not accredited by a Regional Accrediting Association into two sets: 1) 

those not accredited by a Regional Accrediting Associations but accredited by an Accrediting 

Association recognized by USDOE and 2) those not accredited by either a Regional Accrediting 

Association or an Accrediting Association recognized by USDOE. 

In addition, the names of the Regional Accrediting Associations do need to be updated. 

Members of the Council should be prepared to discuss these issues.  The Council will agree on 

next steps. 



7. Undergraduate and graduate credits received from United States colleges or universities which 

are not accredited by a United States regional accrediting association, and undergraduate and 

graduate credits received from United States colleges or universities which are not accredited 

by a United States regional accrediting association but are accredited by a national 

specialized accrediting agency recognized by the US Department of Education.  

 

A. University discretion is permitted in acceptance of courses. Courses considered for 

transfer are subject to all BOR policies and any conditions for validation that may be 

prescribed by the accepting institution.  

 

B. When the courses are accepted for transfer, equivalent courses are recorded on the 

transcript but the grade earned at the non-accredited institution is not recorded or 

calculated into the grade point averages using the following guidelines: 

 

1) If there are specific equivalent graduate courses at the university evaluating the 

credit, these specific courses should be used when granting equivalencies.  

 

2) If there are no equivalent graduate courses at the university evaluating the credit, 

these courses will be recorded, and equivalencies granted, using the following 

guidelines:  

 

a. If the academic discipline is available at the university evaluating the credit, but 

there is no discipline equivalent course, use the discipline prefix and the 

appropriate course level (700 for masters’ programs and 800 for doctoral 

programs).  

b. If the academic discipline is not available at the university evaluating the credit, 

use the GEN prefix and the appropriate course level (700 for masters’ 

programs and 800 for doctoral programs).  

 

C. In any subsequent evaluation, equivalencies for system common courses and system 

general education courses will not be changed. Equivalencies for unique courses may 

be changed, re-evaluated, or inactivated. Additional equivalencies may be added and 

evaluated.  

 

D. The university-specific degree requirements determine if the courses transferred are 

applicable to the student’s degree program at that university and if they meet the 

minimum grade criteria.  
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