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RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 

               Approve the proposed revision and move forward to COPS and the BOR. 

ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COUNCIL 
 

AGENDA ITEM: 5.A(2) 

DATE: February 27, 2014 

****************************************************************************** 

SUBJECT: Revisions to Board Policy 2:29 – Definition of Credits and Related 
Institutional Requirements  

  
 Board Policy 2:29, Definition of Credits and Related Institutional Requirements, establishes 
the requirements that students must fulfill to be awarded a degree.  Following common academic 
traditions, in the Regental System students are awarded a degree upon the completion of a program 
which includes a proscribed set of degree, major and outside/elective/total credits.  To be awarded a 
degree in a specific major, a student must meet these requirements at the degree granting institution.  
Further, the Board has authority over both the requirements for awarding degrees upon completion 
of a program and the sites where these programs can be offered.  

Traditional academic policies governing requirements for graduation arose when offerings 
were primarily face-to-face, either on campus or at some other designated delivery site.  Students 
pursuing a degree were required to attend a campus and limits on credit hour requirements tied to 
degree.  For the Regental institutions, these are captured in Policy 2:29 which focuses on the 
specific limits that a student needs to be awarded a degree or to have completion of a major 
transcripted.  For example, section 1.C of this policy notes a student must complete a minimum of 
30 hours from a campus to be awarded a degree and must complete at least 50 per cent of the 
requirements for a major from the institution offering the program. 

 However, in South Dakota this plays out in a unique environment.  By policy, the system’s 
academic offerings are based on a common catalog of courses and a common set of academic 
policies.  These changes were implemented primarily to support those students enrolled in courses 
offered at one of the system’s Centers.  The policy changes implemented made the system appear as 
a single university to all students while the nuances of separate enrollments, financial aid, 
progression and ultimately graduation were dealt with by the system rather than by the student.  
With the growth in online offerings, the broad impacts of this are now clear.  The system has 
created an environment where the traditional distinctions between institutional courses and 
transferred courses have been effectively blurred.    



Revisions to BOR Policy 2:29 
February 27, 2014 
Page 2 of 3 
 
 

  

This policy direction has created an incredibly effective foundation as the system promotes 
efficient support for student progression.  Many students now routinely enroll in online courses 
offered by one of the other universities.  The fact that this multi-institution enrollment is transparent 
to the student is a benefit truly unique to South Dakota.  Today, a student enrolling in any course 
can see sections available from the home campus as well as all those sections available from another 
campus.  The student can complete the course from any of the institutions, have it immediately 
transcripted and can assume it is meeting a requirement.   

Since issues can arise as the limits mentioned above are applied, recent changes to this 
policy recognize the environment in which our students live.  These are captured in Section 1.C.4) 
copied in below (underlining added for emphasis).  By policy, the 50% rule referenced earlier is 
waived at the Centers and, in a nod to online offerings, exceptions may be granted at the campus 
level.   

Minimum number of credit hours specified in the major or minor requirements that must be 
completed at the degree granting institution: 50 percent. However, this requirement may be 
waived for students enrolled in the set of majors offered at the system’s Centers which 
include in the established programs of study common courses offered by one of the other 
Regental universities. In addition, the Vice President for Academic Affairs/Provost may 
make exceptions to this requirement for individuals based on the student’s prior learning 
experiences.  
 
Driving this a step further, Section 1.C.5) of this policy permits students completing 

programmatic requirements at any institution to complete the requirements for any minor offered by 
any of the universities and to have this transcripted.   

However, this does not extend to majors and, in fact, as noted above the Board does retain 
the right to approve new program (majors) offerings by any given institution.   

The system’s campuses have established a small set of dual degree agreements under which 
students can be awarded a degree by both partner institutions.  In these arrangements, students 
complete all of the requirements for a program (degree, major and total credits) at each institution.  
While these arrangements are common, they often times require six or more years of study.  A 
recent example is the set of agreements the South Dakota State has entered into with regional 
chiropractic colleges.  With Board approval, the campuses have also contracted for programs, 
allowing campuses to transcript degrees even though few if any of the courses required in the major 
are taught by the institution.  Programs in medical technology are examples.   

 Recently, a couple of the system’s campuses entered into a cooperative agreement to 
explore unique strategies to allow students enrolled at either institution to complete a major in a 
related field offered by the other.  The Board was made aware of this during the December 2012 
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meeting.  While these were originally envisioned as dual degree agreements, as discussions evolved, 
staff at the institutions agreed that students would be best served if they were permitted to complete 
the programmatic (degree plus major) requirements at one of the partner institutions and solely the 
requirements for a major at the other institution.   

 As noted in earlier discussions of this item, if cooperative agreements of this type are to be 
enacted, Board Policy needs to be revised.  These changes would allow institutions, with Board 
approval, the authority to transcript a major not authorized on that campus but on that of the partner. 

 Members of the Council should be prepared to discuss this proposed revision and to raise 
issues or concerns. 

 
 


