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SUBJECT: BOR Policy 2:5 – Transfer of Credit 
 

Staff at USD raised an issue about the limits on credits accepted in transfer from two-year 
institutions that is established in section 12 of BOR Policy 2:5 (attached e-mail).  Policy limits 
this to 50% of the total number of credit hours required for the degree.   

 
This limit follows from a fairly traditional view of the mission of community colleges, 

institutions chartered to award coursework leading to associate degrees.  By convention, 
associate degree programs are commonly believed to require 50% of those of a baccalaureate 
program.  Thus, baccalaureate programs build from this platform by offering the other half of the 
coursework required.   

 
A review of the policies of other institutions/systems shows a range of limits.  Many have 

limits similar to those of the Regental system.  Others have established slightly higher limits.  
For example the University of California accepts up to 70 credit hours from California 
community colleges.  In other cases, institutions do not set limits but basically accept coursework 
completed applicable to the program.  In all cases, institutions require students to complete a 
minimum of 50% of the coursework required in the major and 50% of the last thirty (or 32) 
hours in residence. 

 
Members of the Council should be prepared to discuss this.  If there is interest, a change 

to policy can be outlined which will be brought back for consideration at a future meeting. 
 



From: Hackemer, Kurt  

Sent: Thursday, July 19, 2012 10:36 AM 

To: Gingerich, Sam 

Subject: BGS and BOR 2.5 

Sam, 

We've run into an interesting barrier with the BGS that might merit some discussion at AAC. As we've 

targeted Ready Adult learners, we are increasingly running into conflict with this stipulation in BOR 

Policy 2.5:  

12. Total transfer credit for work at a junior, community college (2 year), and/or two-year 

technical college may not exceed one-half of the hours required for completion of the 

baccalaureate degree at the accepting institution. Students who have completed more than the 

acceptable semester hours of junior, community or technical college work may apply 

completed, transferable courses to specific course requirements and thereby may not be 

required to repeat the courses. The semester hours of credit for those additional courses may 

not be applied toward the minimum credit hours required for the degree. 

There is no similar prohibition on credits coming in from four-year institutions, which strikes us as not 

entirely fair to students. Could we revisit this policy at our next AAC meeting? 

Thanks, 

Kurt  
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