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SUBJECT: Revisions to Board Policies 2:7 and 2:26 – General Education 

By policy, the Board approves graduation requirements including general education 

options for both baccalaureate and associate degrees.  By practice, the Board established in 

policy the specific goals and student learning outcomes that establish the framework for the 

system’s general education requirements (SGR’s) and the related institutional graduation 

requirements (IGR’s).  In addition, the Board adopted in policy the specific courses that can be 

used to meet these requirements.  This framework requires Board action to incorporate any 

course-level curricular changes in the requirements.  For a few years, this was limited to the 

December meeting but in the past few years, changes to this section of policy are becoming quite 

common.  While some of the proposals are substantive, many are tied to minor curricular 

changes that are permitted at the campus level and reported annually to the Board in October.   

Curricular changes are quite common simply because of the changing nature of the 

curriculum.  The framework established by the Board allows the campuses the discretion to 

make minor changes at the course level and to report these to the Board once a year.  More 

substantive changes require Board action and this is accomplished by approving the interim 

actions of the Executive Director or, if the changes are more substantive, through Committee or 

full Board consideration.   

In recent years, efforts to maintain the alignment between the course lists established in 

Policies 2:7 and 2:26 with the courses in the catalog has become rather burdensome.  Every 

month Board staff are reviewing issues with campuses.  As an example, earlier this spring the 

faculty at Mines approved a minor course modification which reduced the credit hours of ME 

482L (lab) from 2 credits to 1 credit. However, since this course is approved to meet the 

institution’s Globalization/Global Issues IGR, this change can not be finalized until a change in 

policy is approved by the Board.   

As another example, USD recently proposed a name change for MCOM 330 from 

Writing for Electronic Media to Writing for Digital Media.  This course is approved to meet the 
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Writing Intensive/Advanced Writing IGR of other campuses including BHSU.  Recently it was 

noted that while the change was approved for USD, the name change did not carry through to 

BHSU and now the campus will be submitting a request to change the policy.   

To streamline process, it is recommended that the goals and learning outcomes be 

retained in policy but the specific set of courses be moved to AAC guidelines.  In addition, it is 

recommended that the annual curricular change report each campus submits to the Board be 

revised to include a section that summarizes the change to requirements.  Approving this strategy 

will allow the Board and Board staff to retain oversight while reducing what is rapidly becoming 

a bureaucratic problem. 

 


