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SUBJECT: New Program: SDSU B.F.A. in Architecture 
 
 South Dakota State University (SDSU) requests authorization to offer a Bachelor of Fine 
Arts (B.F.A.) in Architecture degree.  The B.F.A. would replace the Bachelor of Science (B.S.) 
in Architectural Studies currently offered at SDSU and meet the professional standards of the 
National Association of Schools of Art and Design (NASAD).  The proposal is one of five new 
program requests submitted by SDSU related to the creation of the Division of Design, including 
B.F.A. degrees in Architecture, Graphic Design, Interior Design, and Studio Art, and a Bachelor 
of Landscape Architecture (B.L.A.) in Landscape Architecture.  The new degree requests replace 
existing degree programs and align Division of Design programs with accreditation and 
professional standards within the respective disciplines. 
 
 The Board approved the Intent to Plan at the October 2014 meeting with the following 
conditions: 
 
1. The university will research existing curricula, consult with experts concerning the 
curriculum, and provide assurance in the proposal that the program is consistent with current 
national standards and with the needs of employers. 
 
2. The proposal will define the specific knowledge, skills, and competencies to be acquired 
through the program, will outline how each will be obtained in the curriculum and will identify 
the specific measures to be used to determine whether individual students have attained the 
expected knowledge, skills, and competencies. 
 
3. The university will not request new state resources and the program proposal will identify the 
sources and amounts of all funds needed to operate the program and the impact of reallocations 
on existing programs. 
 
University Mission and Priorities 
 The proposed program is within the statutory mission of SDSU as set in SDCL 13-58-1, 
which defines SDSU’s mission as providing “undergraduate and graduate programs of 
instruction in the liberal arts and sciences and professional education in agriculture, education, 
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engineering, human sciences, nursing and pharmacy, and other courses or programs as the 
Board of Regents may determine.”  
 
 Board Policy 1:10:2 authorizes SDSU to provide “baccalaureate programs in the 
agricultural sciences, aviation, education, engineering and technology, human sciences, 
humanities and liberal arts, nursing, performing and visual arts, pharmaceutical sciences, 
physical and biological sciences, and social sciences.”   
 
 The proposed degree also complies with SDSU’s strategic plan, IMPACT 2018, by 
supporting Goal 1 (to enhance academic excellence through achieving program accreditation) 
and Goal 4 (to increase efficiencies through academic program alignment). 
 
System Strategic Goals 
  
 The program is consistent with the Board of Regents 2014-2020 Strategic Plan, including 
growing the number of undergraduate degrees awarded as described in Goal 1 and increasing the 
number of programs that relate to economic and workforce development as described in Goal 2. 
 
Workforce Need, Student Demand, Projected Graduates 
 SDSU reports the South Dakota Department of Labor expects 17.2% growth in demand 
for architects and 7.1% growth in demand for architectural managers over the next ten years. 
SDSU expects graduates to find employment in architectural firms, private businesses, 
construction enterprises, government agencies, and universities. SDSU projects enrollments of 
35-40 new students per year and 22 graduates per year after full implementation. 
 
Program Development  
 SDSU consulted the National Association of Schools of Art and Design (NASAD) 
curriculum guidelines in developing the program. The degree requires 120 total credit hours. 
 
Board Policy 
 SDSU is not requesting any exception to Board Policy. 
 
Off Campus and Distance Delivery 
 SDSU is not requesting authorization for off campus or distance delivery. 
 
Budget and Resources 
 SDSU is not requesting new State resources. 
 
 
 



 

South Dakota Board of Regents 
New Undergraduate Degree Program 

 
University: South Dakota State University 
Major: Architecture 
       Existing or New Major (s): Existing 
Degree: Bachelor of Fine Arts in Architecture 
       Existing or New Degree (s): New 
Intended Term of Implementation  Fall 2015 
Proposed CIP code: 04.0201 
University Department  Architecture 
University Division College of Arts and Sciences 
 
University Approval 
To the Board and the Executive Director: I certify that I have read this proposal, that I believe it 
to be accurate, and that it has been evaluated and approved as provided by university policy. 

 
 

2-4-2015 
President of the University  Date 

 
After approval by the President, a signed copy of the proposal should be transmitted to the 
Executive Director. Only after the Executive Director’s review should the proposal be posted on 
the university web site and the Board staff and the other universities notified of the URL. 
 
1.  What are the purposes of the proposed program? 
 
South Dakota State University (SDSU) requests authorization to offer a Bachelor of Fine Arts 
(B.F.A.) in Architecture degree. This B.F.A. meets the professional standards of the National 
Association of Schools of Art and Design (NASAD) and serves as the pre-professional degree that 
combines with the National Architectural Accrediting Board (NAAB) and accreditation candidacy 
professional Master of Architecture Degree offered at SDSU. A professional degree in 
Architecture is necessary to promote quality programs within the new Division of Design.  The 
B.F.A. in Architecture is one of four proposed B.F.A. degrees (along with one B.L.A. degree) 
within the Division of Design.  The Division of Design is a collaborative structure across three 
colleges (Arts & Sciences, Agriculture & Biological Sciences and Education & Human Sciences) 
and includes the five programs:  visual arts, graphic design, landscape architecture, architecture 
and interior design.  This interdisciplinary entity forms the foundation for educational programs, 
collaborative research/scholarly and creative activity and outreach.  The proposed degree is in 
direct response to SDSU’s strategic plan, IMPACT 2018.  In particular, the new degree supports 
goal 1, enhancing academic excellence through achieving program accreditation and goal 4, 
increasing efficiencies through academic program alignment.  The need for professionally trained 
architects, architectural designers, and producers is strong and continues to grow. The purposes of 
this degree are to: 

• Meet educational requirements mandated by the profession; 

ATTACHMENT I     3



South Dakota State University 
New Program: Bachelor of Fine Arts in Architecture 
 

 
 

• Equip students with the skill set necessary to transform them into architectural design and 
production professionals needed to solve crucial design and production issues in South 
Dakota and the region; 

• Enhance the pool of students available to work with faculty with SDSU’s Division of 
Design research initiatives and outreach; 

• Provide an expanded selection of elective and support courses for students in the SDSU 
Division of Design 

• Provide the undergraduate pre-professional degree to precede the two year National 
Architectural Accreditation Board accredited degree offered at SDSU. 

 
The proposed B.F.A. in Architecture will replace the Bachelor of Science in Architectural 
Studies. The new degree aligns the pre-professional architectural degree nomenclature with the 
concomitant allied professional design disciplines in the Division of Design, clarifies the degree 
as one rooted in studio-based learning, and adjusts the curriculum to share courses across 
disciplines in the Division of Design. 

 
SDSU does not request new State resources. 

 
Workforce Demand for Graduates 
According to the SD Department of Labor1, Architects can expect 17.2% and Architectural 
Managers can expect 7.1% growth rates over the next ten years. Nationwide, the US Bureau of 
Labor Statistics anticipates a growth rate of 7% for Architectural Managers 2 and 17% for 
Architects 3 over the same time period. In addition, allied fields in which architectural design and 
production professionals often work (digital simulation, construction and building inspection, 
building materials manufacturing, and product design) anticipate similar or improved growth 
statistics, forecasting a robust outlook for design professionals in these sectors. 
 
The need for the new degree is evident through the demand of current practitioners in the 
profession, interviews with prospective students, and intake of 15 graduates into SDSU’s Master 
of Architecture candidate NAAB professional degree leading to National Council of 
Architectural Registration Board certification for licensure as an architect in any state in the 
United States.  Students are well informed about their educational options, and know the B.F.A. 
in Architecture is a professional standard for entry level positions. Iowa State University, the 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln, and the University of Minnesota are examples of regional 
universities teaching to meet these demands in this format. Students are increasingly concerned 
that the tuition and time spent on their higher education is for a high quality, nationally 
accredited program/degree in order to meet the entry level expectations of the industry.  Some 
graduates of this degree will seek a professionally accredited Master of Architecture degree in 
order to attain licensure as an architect. Some are expected to seek positions at the entry level of 
the industry.  Others are expected to pursue graduate level education in the fine arts, material 
sciences, or construction. 
 

                                                           
1 http://dlr.sd.gov/lmic/occupation_projections.aspx 
2 http://www.bls.gov/ooh/management/architectural-and-engineering-managers.htm 
3 http://www.bls.gov/ooh/architecture-and-engineering/architects.htm 

ATTACHMENT I     4

http://dlr.sd.gov/lmic/occupation_projections.aspx
http://www.bls.gov/ooh/management/architectural-and-engineering-managers.htm
http://www.bls.gov/ooh/architecture-and-engineering/architects.htm


South Dakota State University 
New Program: Bachelor of Fine Arts in Architecture 
 

 
 

Professionals in South Dakota are strongly in favor of an accredited, professional architectural 
program at SDSU.  The B.F.A. in Architecture provides greater differentiation between the 
undergraduate and graduate degrees by identifying it as a studio-based professional art degree.  
External reviewers (NAAB) indicate that SDSU is progressing well towards a successful NAAB 
accreditation of the Master of Architecture in 2016.  In review, they have asked for clarification 
and adjustments to the coordination of the undergraduate and graduate curricula.  Professionals 
have asked that South Dakota industry leaders stand ready to hire qualified graduates of the 
proposed program as they become available. These include but are not limited to: 
 • Public Entities 

o State and local government 
o Public and private universities  

  
 • Professional Architectural Firms 

o Koch Hazard Architects (Founding Firm), Sioux Falls 
o TSP Incorporated (Founding Firm), Sioux Falls & Rapid City 
o Perspective (Founding Firm), Sioux Falls 
o Architecture Incorporated (Founding Firm), Sioux Falls & Rapid City 
o Miller Sellers Heroux Architects, Sioux Falls 
o Ciavarella Architecture, Mitchell 
o Fennell Design Inc., Rapid City 
o Upper Deck Architects, Rapid City 
o FourFront Design, Inc, Rapid City 

 
 • Corporate Entities 

o Daktronics, Brookings  
o Sanford Health, Sioux Falls 

 
• Construction Firms 

o Sioux Falls Construction  
o LG Everest, Sioux Falls 

 
University Mission and Priority 
The University’s mission is to “provide undergraduate and graduate programs of instruction in 
the liberal arts and sciences and professional education in agriculture, education, engineering, 
human sciences, nursing and pharmacy, and other courses or programs as the Board of Regents 
may determine.” (SDCL 13-58-1) 
 
Furthermore, Board-approved programs currently include “baccalaureate programs in the 
agricultural sciences, aviation, education, engineering and technology, human sciences, 
humanities and liberal arts, nursing, performing and visual arts, pharmaceutical sciences, 
physical and biological sciences, and social sciences.” (Board Policy 1:10:2) 

 
Architecture is a professional program which synthesizes much of the content included in other 
approved courses. As it is closely related to visual art, graphic design, interior design, landscape 
architecture, and construction management at SDSU, a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Architecture is 
clearly within the statutory and Board policy mission for South Dakota State University. 
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The proposed B.F.A. in Architecture supports SDSU’s strategic plan. The Strategic Plan 
IMPACT 2018 4 includes goals that are directly related to this program request, including: 

• Cultivate aware, engaged, and active citizens well prepared to work in local, state, 
national and global communities. 

• Foster academic rigor and student success through a comprehensive approach to engaged 
learning, resulting in complexity of thought, in-depth mastery, and lifelong curiosity. 

• Involve students with faculty to expand excellence in scholarship and creative works; 
prepare students to make intellectual contributions to the global community; and build a 
highly educated workforce to be tomorrow’s leaders. 

• Increase regional and national distinction of the University. 
• Expand artistic and creative activities to enrich cultural life and lift the human spirit. 

 
This proposed degree will help recruit and retain talented, diverse, and committed faculty and 
staff. In addition, the proposed degree meets the performance indicators for the University’s 
strategic plan by offering an accredited program in architecture.  
 
The B.F.A. in Architecture further supports the Board of Regents 2014 Priorities:  
 •  Enroll and graduate more citizens   
 •  Attract new residents to South Dakota   
 •  Leverage university-based research and development  
 
Further, the proposed degree supports the System Strategic Goals (Policy 1:21) and State 
Initiatives, including:  

• Academic Quality and Performance 
o Improve the pass rates on licensure and certification exams. 
o Increase the number of accredited programs. 
o Grow the number of students participating in experiential learning. 
o Encourage student involvement in research and service. 

• Research and Economic Development 
o Contribute to the state’s workforce and economic development. 

 
2.  Rationale 
 

A.  What is the rationale for the curriculum? 
 

The program is designed to prepare students to understand architectural design and 
production and have abilities to conceive, produce, and manage projects integrating the 
elements of design theory, professional practice and design research.  
 
The new program is embedded within the new Division of Design, and incorporates 
interdisciplinary learning within the Division.  Study in the degree includes design studios, 
supportive courses in construction, management, and mechanics; representational and 
construction technology; professional practice; technological, professional, urban, and 

                                                           
4 http://sdstate.edu/impact2018/ 
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theoretical history; and workshop based learning totaling at least 120 credits of 
undergraduate study in an accredited degree sequence (NAAB Conditions for 
Accreditation).  Based on NASAD curriculum guidelines (NASAD Handbook, 2013–14, 
page 1195) 65% of the curriculum will consist of the major area; supportive courses in 
design, related technologies, and the visual arts; and studies in visual arts/design histories 
and theory.   
 
B.  Demonstrate that the curriculum is consistent with current national standards. 
Complete the tables below and explain any unusual aspects of the proposed curriculum. 
 
Current NAAB standards (2014 Conditions for Accreditation – First Reading – February 22, 
2014, pages 16-196) require the curriculum to address the following topics: 

• Critical Thinking and Representation 
• Building Practices, Technical Skills, and Knowledge 
• Integrated Architectural Solutions 
• Professional Practice 

 
As can be seen in the attached curriculum map (Appendix A), the proposed curriculum 
meets these standards with a continued emphasis on two levels of accomplishment including 
understanding and ability.  Students will incorporate basic research regarding people and 
contexts in design practice working in problem solving, through collaboration, and by 
application of appropriate technologies. 
 
C.  If a new degree is proposed, what is the rationale? 
 
SDSU’s Architecture program is one part of a larger effort to bring together all design 
disciplines in order to apply a multi-field, integrative approach to solve complex problems. 
This occurs when architecture is aligned professionally with the other design disciplines of 
graphic design, interior design, landscape architecture and visual arts as evidenced by 
SDSU’s land grant peers. The professional degree will provide students elective credit hours 
within their program of study to collaborate with faculty and students in computer science, 
engineering, agriculture and economics. 
 
As part of the land grant mission, architecture has a significant role to play in extension by 
bringing design expertise and problem solving to the communities and citizens of South 
Dakota. The new architecture degree will accomplish this through: 

• Delivering concentrated offerings in architectural theory, practice, construction 
systems, building information technology, and design research. 

• Conducting engaged research and practice focused on building affordable 
communities.  

                                                           
5 http://nasad.arts-accredit.org/site/docs/Handbook/NASAD_HANDBOOK_2013-14.pdf#page=127 
6http://www.naab.org/f/documents/streamfile.aspx?sortfield=lastmodified%21asc&name=01_Final+Approved+201
4+NAAB+Conditions+for+Accreditation.pdf&path=Public+Documents%5cNAAB+News%5c 
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• Leveraging the expertise and experience of high performing faculty and students to 
pursue innovation and economic development. 

• Expanding the reach of the university nationally. 
 
D.  Summary of the Degree Program 

 
 
Bachelor of Fine Arts in Architecture 

Credit 
Hours 

Credit 
Hours 

 
Percent 

System General Education Requirements 31   
Institutional Graduation Requirements 5   

Subtotal, Degree Requirements  36 30% 
Required Support Courses (not included above) 16   
Major Requirements 58   

Subtotal, Degree Requirements  74 62 % 
Division of Design Requirements*  6 5% 
Electives  4 3% 

Degree Total  120 100% 
*The Division of Design requires eleven credits; however 5 credits will fulfill IGR requirements. 
 
System General Education Requirements  

 
Prefix 

 
Number 

 
Course Title 

Credit 
Hours 

New 
(yes, no) 

ENGL 101 Composition I (SGR 1) 3 No 
  Student Choice (SGR 1) 3 No 
SPCM 101 Fundamentals of Speech (SGR 2) 3 No 
  Student Choice (SGR 3) 3 No 
  Student Choice (SGR 3) 3 No 
  Student Choice (SGR 4) 3 No 
ARCH 241 Building History I (SGR 4) 3 No 
MATH 120 Trigonometry (SGR 5) 3 No 
PHYS 111-111L Introduction to Physics I and Lab (SGR 6) 4 No 
  Student Choice (SGR 6) 3 No 
  Subtotal 31  

 
Institutional Graduation Requirements  

 
Prefix 

 
Number 

 
Course Title 

Credit 
Hours 

New 
(yes, no) 

DSGN 109 First Year Seminar (IGR 1) 2 No 
ART 121 Design I 2D (IGR 2) 3 No 
  Subtotal 5  

 
Division of Design Requirements  

 
Prefix 

 
Number 

 
Course Title 

Credit 
Hours 

New 
(yes, no) 

ART 121 Design I 2D (3) (IGR 2) -- No 

ATTACHMENT I     8



South Dakota State University 
New Program: Bachelor of Fine Arts in Architecture 
 

 

DSGN 109 First Year Seminar (2) (IGR 1) -- No 
DSGN 110 Creative Cognition  3 Yes 
DSGN ELECT Courses must be taken from the Division of 

Design which includes ART, GDES, ARTH, 
LA, ID, and DSGN 

3 No 

  Subtotal 6  
**Students are required to take an elective shop or studio in another Division of Design 
discipline (other than their major discipline). 
 
Required Support Courses outside the Major  
 
Prefix 

 
Number 

 
Course Title 

Credit 
Hours 

New  
(yes, no) 

CM 216-216L Construction Methods and Materials and 
Lab 

3, 1 No 

CM 232-232L Cost Estimating and Lab 3 No 
CM 353-353L Construction Structures 3 No 
CM 443 Construction Planning & Scheduling 3 No 
MNET 231-231L Manufacturing Processes I and Lab 3 No 
  Subtotal 16  
 
Major Requirements 
 
Prefix 

 
Number 

 
Course Title 

Credit 
Hours 

New  
(yes, no) 

DSGN 152 Fundamental Building Design Studio 3 No 
ARCH 221 Building Media I 2 Yes 
ARCH 241 Building History I (SGR 4) -- No 
ARCH 242 Building History II  2 No 
ARCH 251 Building Arts Studio I 4 No 
ARCH 252 Building Arts Studio II 4 No 
ARCH 321 Building Media II 2 No 
ARCH 331 Building Shop I 2 No 
ARCH 332 Building Shop II 2 No 
ARCH 341 Building History III  3 No 
ARCH 342 Building History IV  2 Yes 
ARCH 351 Building Collaboration Workshop 5 No 
ARCH 352 Architecture Studio I  5 No 
ARCH 382 Travel Studies 1 No 
ARCH 401 Architectural Portfolio 2 Yes 
ARCH 411 Building Tech I 2 No 
ARCH 421 Building Media III 2 No 
ARCH  431 Building Shop III 2 No 
ARCH 451 Architecture Studio II 5 No 
ARCH 452 Architecture Studio III  5 No 
ARCH 492 Topics in Architecture 3 No 
  Subtotal 58  
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3.  Student Outcomes & Demonstration of Individual Achievement 
 

A.  What specific knowledge and competencies, including technology competencies, 
will all students demonstrate be able to demonstrate before graduation? Complete 
Appendix A – Outcomes using the system form.  The knowledge and competencies 
specific to the program must be related to the proposed assessments in B and C below. 
 
Critical Thinking and Representation:  Students will be able to build abstract relationships 
and understand the impact of ideas based on the study and analysis of multiple theoretical, 
social, political, economic, cultural, and environmental contexts. Students must also be 
able to use a diverse range of skills to think about and convey architectural ideas, including 
writing, investigating, speaking, drawing, and modeling. 
 
A.1 Professional Communication Skills: Ability to write and speak effectively and use 
appropriate representational media both with peers and with the general public.  
 
A.2 Design Thinking Skills: Ability to raise clear and precise questions, use abstract ideas 
to interpret information, consider diverse points of view, reach well-reasoned conclusions, 
and test alternative outcomes against relevant criteria and standards. 
 
A.3 Investigative Skills : Ability to gather, assess, record, and comparatively evaluate 
relevant information and performance in order to support conclusions related to a specific 
project or assignment.  
 
A.4 Architectural Design Skills: Ability to effectively use basic formal, organizational and 
environmental principles and the capacity of each to inform two- and three-dimensional 
design.  
 
A.5 Ordering Systems: Ability to apply the fundamentals of both natural and formal 
ordering systems and the capacity of each to inform two- and three-dimensional design.  
 
A.6 Use of Precedents: Ability to examine and comprehend the fundamental principles 
present in relevant precedents and to make informed choices regarding the incorporation of 
such principles into architecture and urban design projects.  
 
A.7 History and Culture: Understanding of the parallel and divergent histories of 
architecture and the cultural norms of a variety of indigenous, vernacular, local, regional, 
settings in terms of their political, economic, social, and technological factors..  
 
A.8 Cultural Diversity and Social Equity: Understanding of the diverse needs, values, 
behavioral norms, physical abilities, and social and spatial patterns that characterize 
different cultures and individuals and the responsibility of the architect to ensure equity of 
access to buildings and structures. 
 
Building Practices, Technical Skills and Knowledge:  Students will be to comprehend the 
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technical aspects of design, systems and materials, and be able to apply that comprehension 
to architectural solutions. Additionally the impact of such decisions on the environment 
must be well considered. 
 
B.1 Pre-Design: Ability to prepare a comprehensive program for an architectural project, 
which must include an assessment of client and user needs, an inventory of spaces and their 
requirements, an analysis of site conditions (including existing buildings), a review of the 
relevant building codes and standards, including relevant sustainability requirements, and 
assessment of their implications for the project, and a definition of site selection and design 
assessment criteria.  
 
B.2 Site Design: Ability to respond to site characteristics including urban context and 
developmental patterning, historical fabric, soil, topography, climate, building orientation, 
and watershed in the development of a project design.  
 
B.3. Codes and Regulations: Ability to design sites, facilities and systems consistent with 
the principles of life-safety standards, accessibility standards, and other codes and 
regulations. 
 
B.4 Technical Documentation: Ability to make technically clear drawings, prepare outline 
specifications, and construct models illustrating and identifying the assembly of materials, 
systems, and components appropriate for a building design.  
 
B.5 Structural Systems: Ability to demonstrate the basic principles of structural systems 
and their ability to withstand gravity, seismic, and lateral forces, as well as the selection 
and application of the appropriate structural system.”  
 
B.6 Environmental Systems: Understanding the principles of environmental systems’ 
design, how systems can vary by geographic region, and the tools used for performance 
assessment. This must include active and passive heating and cooling, indoor air quality, 
solar systems, lighting systems, and acoustics.  
 
B.7 Building Envelope Systems and Assemblies: Understanding of the basic principles 
involved in the appropriate selection and application of building envelope systems relative 
to fundamental performance, aesthetics, moisture transfer, durability, and energy and 
material resources.  
 
B.8 Building Materials and Assemblies: Understanding of the basic principles utilized in 
the appropriate selection of interior and exterior construction materials, finishes, products, 
components and assemblies based on their inherent performance including environmental 
impact and reuse.  
 
B.9 Building Service Systems: Understanding of the basic principles and appropriate 
application and performance of building service systems including mechanical, plumbing, 
electrical, communication, vertical transportation security, and fire protection systems.  
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B.10 Financial Considerations: Understanding of the fundamentals of building costs, 
which must include project financing methods and feasibility, construction cost estimating, 
construction scheduling, operational costs, and life-cycle costs. 
 
Integrated Architectural Solutions:  Students will be able to synthesize a wide range of 
variables into an integrated design solution. This realm demonstrates the integrative 
thinking that shapes complex design and technical solutions. 
 
C.1 Integrative Design: Ability to make design decisions within a complex architectural 
project while demonstrating broad integration and consideration of environmental 
stewardship, technical documentation, accessibility, site conditions, life safety, 
environmental systems, structural systems, and building envelope systems and assemblies. 
 
C.2 Evaluation and Decision Making: Ability to demonstrate the skills associated with 
making integrated decisions across multiple systems and variables in the completion of a 
design project. This includes problem identification, setting evaluative criteria, analyzing 
solutions, and predicting the effectiveness of implementation. 
 
Professional Practice:  Students will understand business principles for the practice of 
architecture, including management, advocacy, and acting legally, ethically and critically 
for the good of the client, society and the public. 
 
D.1 Stakeholder Roles In Architecture: Understanding of the relationship between the 
client, contractor, architect and other key stakeholders such as user groups and the 
community, in the design of the built environment. Understanding the responsibilities of 
the architect to reconcile the needs of those stakeholders  
 
D.2 Project Management: Understanding of the methods for selecting consultants and 
assembling teams, identifying work plans, project schedules and time requirements, and 
recommending project delivery methods.  
 
D.3 Business Practices: Understanding of the basic principles of business practices within 
the firm including financial management and business planning, marketing, business 
organization, and entrepreneurialism.  
 
D.5 Legal Responsibilities: Understanding the architect’s responsibility to the public and 
the client as determined by regulations and legal considerations involving the practice of 
architecture and professional service contracts.  
 
D.6 Professional Ethics: Understanding of the ethical issues involved in the exercise of 
professional judgment in architectural design and practice, and understanding the role of 
the AIA Code of Ethics in defining professional conduct. 

 
B.  What national instruments (examinations) are available to measure individual 
student achievement in this field? 
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National Council of Architectural Registration Boards (NCARB) examinations. 
 

C.  How will mastery by individual students be demonstrated? Describe the specific 
examinations or processes to be used. This is to include external measures.7 What will be 
the consequences for students who do not demonstrate mastery? 

 
Architecture students must maintain at least a major GPA of 2.5 on a 4.0 scale.  A grade of 
“C” or better is required in all ARCH and CM courses in the degree. 

 
Students will complete portfolio exit reviews and assessment. 

 
4.  What instructional approaches and technologies will be used to teach courses in the 
program?  
 
Methods of instruction will include studio for primary studio courses, workshop format for 
building shop classes, and lectures for all history, technology, and professional practice 
coursework. Studio instruction includes group projects and discussion integrated with interactive 
design technology. Architectural history includes intensive writing assignment.   
 
5.  Did the University engage any developmental consultants8 to assist with the development 
of the curriculum? Were any professional or accrediting associations consulted during the 
development of the curriculum? What were the contributions of the consultants and 
associations to the development of curriculum? 
 
The Department of Architecture’s Master of Architecture degree is currently in candidacy status 
with the National Architectural Accrediting Board (NAAB).  Full accreditation is expected in 
December 2016 and the department has a final candidacy accreditation visit in fall 2016.  The 
program will initiate candidacy status with the National Association of Schools of Art and 
Design (NASAD) once the NAAB is satisfied and accreditation in architecture is secured. 
 
6.  Are students in the program expected to be new to the university, redirected from other 
programs or both? Complete the table and explain how the estimates were developed.  
 
It is anticipated that the majority of students in the program will be new to the University.   
SDSU does not expect that many students from its existing undergraduate programs will be 
redirected to the program. However, the existing program enjoys enrollment from some students 
who self-select from related fields; this tendency is expected to continue to some degree, but 
students will not be actively recruited away from other programs at SDSU. 

 

                                                           
7 What national examination, externally evaluated portfolio or student activity, etc will be used to verify that 
individuals have attained a high level of competence and identify those who need additional work? 
8 Developmental consultants are experts in the discipline are hired by the university to assist with the development 
of a new program (content, courses, experiences, etc). Universities are encouraged to discuss the selection of 
developmental consultants with Board staff. 
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Program enrollments of 35-40 new students per year are anticipated.  Students will be recruited 
from among high school graduates throughout the region, in collaboration with other design 
programs at SDSU. 

 
Current students seeking the B.S. in Architectural Studies will have the option of completing 
their degree or moving to the B.F.A. Because the B.F.A. is both a professional design and a pre-
professional architecture degree this significantly increases a student’s potential for entry level 
employment, and graduate school options are opened for both M.F.A. and M.Arch. graduate 
education.  It is anticipated that the majority of students will aspire to the new degree. 
 
There is no other degree in architecture offered outside SDSU in the State of South Dakota.  
 

 Fiscal Years* 
 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 
Estimates FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19 
Students new to the university 30 30 30 30 
Students from other university programs 5 5 8 8 
Continuing students 0 30 55 80 
= Total students in the program (fall) 35 65 93 118 
     
Program credit hours (major courses)** 330 565 1165 1671 
Graduates 0 0 0 22 

* Do not include current fiscal year. 
** This is the total number of credit hours generated by students in the program in the 
required or elective program courses. The same numbers are used in Appendix B – 
Budget. 

 
7.  If program accreditation is available, identify the organization and explain whether 
accreditation is required or optional, the resources required, and the University’s plans 
concerning the accreditation of this program. 
 
Yes.  Accreditation is required for the National Architectural Accreditation Board (NAAB) and 
desired from the National Associations of Schools of Art and Design (NASAD).  Accreditation 
assures students that the program provides competent teachers, adequate facilities and 
equipment, and sound curriculum capable of attaining their stated.  SDSU anticipates full 
accreditation by NAAB in fall 2016 and NASAD in fall 2019. 
 
8.  Does the University request any exceptions to any Board policy for this program? 
Explain any requests for exceptions to Board Policy. 
 
None. 
 
9.  Program Delivery 
 

A.  Does the University request authorization to deliver this entire program at any 
off-campus locations?  
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No. 
 
B. Does the University request authorization to deliver this entire program by 
distance technology?  

 
No. 

 
C.  Include off-campus tuition and site or delivery costs in the next section and in 
Appendix B.  

 
See Appendix B. 

 
10. Costs, Budget and Resources 
 

Explain the amount and source(s) of any one-time and continuing investments in 
personnel, professional development, release time, time redirected from other 
assignments, instructional technology & software, other O&M, facilities, etc needed to 
implement the proposed major. Address off-campus or distance delivery separately. 
Complete Appendix B Budget and Resources and briefly summarize. 

 
A program budget is provided in Appendix B.   
 
The new program will be supported by existing courses and reassigning faculty to a small 
number of anticipated new courses.  SDSU does not request new State resources to support 
the B.F.A. in Architecture program. 
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 Appendix A 

Individual Student Outcomes and Program Courses 
                 

List specific individual student outcomes—knowledge and competencies—in each row. Label each column with a course prefix and number. Indicate required courses with an asterisk (*). Indicate 
with an X the courses that will provide the student with an opportunity to acquire the knowledge or competency listed in the row. All students should acquire the program knowledge and 
competencies regardless of the electives selected. Modify the table as necessary to provide the requested information for the proposed program. 
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A.01: Ability in Professional Communication Skills  A A     D      B     B         
A.02: Ability in Design Thinking Skills    A     A A     D B A   A      A  
A.03: Ability in Investigative Skills  A A     A   B   B    A D     A    
A.04: Ability in Architectural Design Skills    A     A A     A D A   A      A  
A.05: Ability in Ordering Systems    A     A A     A D A   A      A  
A.06: Ability in Use of Precedents  A A       A     A A            
A.07: Understanding of History & Culture  A A A    C  B    B     B      A   
A.08: Understanding Cultural Diversity & Social Equity  A A     A   B   C     B         
B.01: Ability to Prepare Pre-Design          A    A A A  A          
B.02: Ability to Respond to Site Characteristics in Design    A     A A    A A A A A      A    
B.03: Ability to Design with Codes & Regulations         A A     A A  A    A      
B.04: Ability to Make Technical Documentation A    A A A     A A              A 
B.05: Ability to Demonstrate Structural Systems    A     A A     B B A    A  D     
B.06: Understanding Environmental Systems               A             
B.07: Understanding Building Envelope Systems & 
Assemblies                  A   A       
B.08: Understanding Building Materials & Assemblies  A    A B      B     B   C B B     
B.09: Understanding Building Service Systems            A    A     A A      
B.10: Understanding Financial Considerations            A          A      
C.01: Ability to Make Integrative Design Decisions     A     A  A   A A  A   A A A   A  
C.02: Ability to Evaluate & Decide Integrative Design Skills     A          A A      A    A  
D.01: Understanding Stakeholder Roles                      A  A    
D.02: Understanding Project Management             A      A    A      
D.03: Understanding Business Practices            A          A      
D.05: Understanding Legal Responsibilities                      A      
D.06: Understanding Professional Ethics and Judgment   A           A          A A   
 *NAAB Student Performance Criteria A introducing elements    B reinforcing elements  C demonstrate 

understanding D demonstrating 
ability 
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Appendix B
Budget & Resources

South Dakota State University, BFA in Architecture

1. Assumptions 1st 2nd 3rd 4th
Headcount & hours from proposal FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18
Fall headcount (see table in proposal) 30 55 80 102
Program FY cr hrs, State-Support 330 655 1,255 1,717
Program FY cr hrs, Self-Support 0 0 0 0

Faculty, Regular FTE See p. 2 0.61 1.33 2.67 3.94
Faculty Salary & Benefits, average See p. 2 $80,695 $80,695 $80,695 $80,695
*Note:  The FTE numbers represent the transition of students to the new program as B.S. program is phased out.

Faculty, Adjunct - number of courses See p. 2 0 0 0 0
Faculty, Adjunct - per course See p. 2 $1,000 $1,000 $1,000 $1,000

Other FTE (see next page) See p. 2 3.00 3.00 3.00 3.00
Other Salary & Benefits, average See p. 2 $58,838 $58,838 $58,838 $58,838

2. Budget
Salary & Benefits

Faculty, Regular $49,224 $107,324 $215,456 $317,938
Faculty, Adjunct (rate x number of courses) $0 $0 $0 $0
Other FTE $176,514 $176,514 $176,514 $176,514

S&B Subtotal $225,738 $283,838 $391,970 $494,452
Operating Expenses

Travel $27,483 $27,483 $27,483 $27,483
Contractual Services $66,196 $66,196 $66,196 $66,196
Supplies & materials $43,319 $43,319 $43,319 $43,319
Capital equipment $65,445 $65,445 $65,445 $65,445

OE Subtotal $202,443 $202,443 $202,443 $202,443
Total $428,181 $486,281 $594,413 $696,895

3. Program Resources
SELF-support tuition/hr, net of HEF UG $286.30 $286.30 $286.30 $286.30

Self-support tuition revenue hrs x amt $0 $0 $0 $0

STATE-support tuition/hr, net of HEFF UG $111.04 $111.04 $111.04 $111.04
State-support tuition revenue hrs x amt $36,643 $72,731 $139,355 $190,656

Program fee, per cr hr (if any) $293.30 $0 $95,323 $249,305 $397,715
Studio fee, per semester (if any) $2,120.75 $0 $0 $53,019 $144,331
University redirections $391,538 $318,227 $152,734
Community/Employers $0 $0 $0 $0
Grants/Donations/Other $0 $0 $0 $0

Total Resources $428,181 $486,281 $594,413 $732,702

Resources Over (Under) Budget $0 ($0) ($0) $35,807
Provide a summary of the program costs and resources in the new program proposal.

Estimated Salary & Benefits per FTE Faculty Other
Estimated salary (average) - explain below $63,200 $44,034

University's variable benefits rate (see below) 0.1404 0.1404
Variable benefits $8,873 $6,182 
Health insurance/FTE, FY13 $8,622 $8,622 

Average S&B $80,695 $58,838

Explain faculty used to develop the average salary & fiscal year salaries used. Enter amount above.

Architecture - Appendix B 1 - 2 2/4/2015, 3:57 PM
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Appendix B
Budget & Resources

South Dakota State University, BFA in Architecture

Explain adjunct faculty costs used in table: 

Explain other [for example, CSA or exempt] salary & benefits. Enter amount above.

Summarize the operating expenses shown in the table:

Summarize resources available to support the new program (redirection, donations, grants, etc).

State-support: Change cell on page 1 to use the UG or GR net amount.
Self-Support Tuition, HEFF & Net FY15 Rate HEFF Net

Undergraduate $312.90 $26.60 $286.30
Undergraduate-UC Foundations $414.85 $26.60 $388.25
Graduate $414.85 $26.60 $388.25
Externally Supported $40.00

State-support: Change cell on page 1 to use the UG or GR net amount for your university.
State-Support Tuition, HEFF & Net FY15 Rate HEFF Net

Undergraduate - BHSU, DSU, NSU $133.10 $26.62 $106.48
Undergraduate - SDSMT, SDSU, USD $138.80 $27.76 $111.04

Graduate - BHSU, DSU, NSU $201.85 $40.37 $161.48
Graduate - SDSMT, SDSU, USD $210.40 $42.08 $168.32

Variable Benefits Rates
University FY15

BHSU 14.23%
DSU 13.85%
NSU 13.92%
SDSM&T 13.89%
SDSU 14.04%
USD 13.90%

Department Head (exempt), Student Services Coordinator (exempt), and Program Assistant (CSA)

The new program will receive the existing resources (University redirections) currently budgeted for the 
degree it is replacing.  The new program will be supported by existing courses and reassigning faculty to a 
small number of anticiapted new courses.  The breakdown above shows the transition of students to the new 
program.

The FY15 salaries of the five Department of Architecture faculty were averaged.

It is anticipated that 0 courses per year will be taught by adjuncts.

Faculty travel to professional conferences (American Institute of Architects, National Council of Architectural 
Licensing Boards, National Architectural Accreitation Board, American Council of Schools of Architecture, 
National Conference on the Beginning Design Student, construction and architectural practice trade shows, 
etc.); printer and paper supplies for faculty and staff office functionss; computer and imaging 
hardware/software replacement; studio maintenance and equipment replacement; library and other media 
sustaining purchases;support for the architecture department shop spaces; and accreditation sustaining fees 
and institutional membership in ACSA.  

Architecture - Appendix B 2 - 2 2/4/2015, 3:57 PM
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Appendix B
Budget & Resources

 

South Dakota State University, BFA in Architecture

1. Assumptions 1st 2nd 3rd 4th
Headcount & hours from proposal FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18
Fall headcount (see table in proposal) 30 55 80 102
Program FY cr hrs, State-Support 330 655 1,255 1,717
Program FY cr hrs, Self-Support 0 0 0 0

Faculty, Regular FTE See p. 2 0.61 1.33 2.67 3.94
Faculty Salary & Benefits, average See p. 2 $80,695 $80,695 $80,695 $80,695
*Note:  The FTE numbers represent the transition of students to the new program as B.S. program is phased out.

Faculty, Adjunct - number of courses See p. 2 0 0 0 0
Faculty, Adjunct - per course See p. 2 $1,000 $1,000 $1,000 $1,000

Other FTE (see next page) See p. 2 3.00 3.00 3.00 3.00
Other Salary & Benefits, average See p. 2 $58,838 $58,838 $58,838 $58,838

2. Budget
Salary & Benefits

Faculty, Regular $49,224 $107,324 $215,456 $317,938
Faculty, Adjunct (rate x number of courses) $0 $0 $0 $0
Other FTE $176,514 $176,514 $176,514 $176,514

S&B Subtotal $225,738 $283,838 $391,970 $494,452
Operating Expenses

Travel $27,483 $27,483 $27,483 $27,483
Contractual Services $66,196 $66,196 $66,196 $66,196
Supplies & materials $43,319 $43,319 $43,319 $43,319
Capital equipment $65,445 $65,445 $65,445 $65,445

OE Subtotal $202,443 $202,443 $202,443 $202,443
Total $428,181 $486,281 $594,413 $696,895

3. Program Resources
SELF-support tuition/hr, net of HEF UG $286.30 $286.30 $286.30 $286.30

Self-support tuition revenue hrs x amt $0 $0 $0 $0

STATE-support tuition/hr, net of HEFF UG $111.04 $111.04 $111.04 $111.04
State-support tuition revenue hrs x amt $36,643 $72,731 $139,355 $190,656

Program fee, per cr hr (if any) $293.30 $0 $95,323 $249,305 $397,715
Studio fee, per semester (if any) $2,120.75 $0 $0 $53,019 $144,331
University redirections $391,538 $318,227 $152,734
Community/Employers $0 $0 $0 $0
Grants/Donations/Other $0 $0 $0 $0

Total Resources $428,181 $486,281 $594,413 $732,702

Resources Over (Under) Budget $0 ($0) ($0) $35,807
Provide a summary of the program costs and resources in the new program proposal.

Estimated Salary & Benefits per FTE Faculty Other
Estimated salary (average) - explain below $63,200 $44,034

University's variable benefits rate (see below) 0.1404 0.1404
Variable benefits $8,873 $6,182 
Health insurance/FTE, FY13 $8,622 $8,622 

Average S&B $80,695 $58,838

Explain faculty used to develop the average salary & fiscal year salaries used. Enter amount above.

Architecture - Appendix B 1 - 2 2/4/2015, 3:57 PM
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Appendix B
Budget & Resources

 

South Dakota State University, BFA in Architecture

Explain adjunct faculty costs used in table: 

Explain other [for example, CSA or exempt] salary & benefits. Enter amount above.

Summarize the operating expenses shown in the table:

Summarize resources available to support the new program (redirection, donations, grants, etc).

State-support: Change cell on page 1 to use the UG or GR net amount.
Self-Support Tuition, HEFF & Net FY15 Rate HEFF Net

Undergraduate $312.90 $26.60 $286.30
Undergraduate-UC Foundations $414.85 $26.60 $388.25
Graduate $414.85 $26.60 $388.25
Externally Supported $40.00

State-support: Change cell on page 1 to use the UG or GR net amount for your university.
State-Support Tuition, HEFF & Net FY15 Rate HEFF Net

Undergraduate - BHSU, DSU, NSU $133.10 $26.62 $106.48
Undergraduate - SDSMT, SDSU, USD $138.80 $27.76 $111.04

Graduate - BHSU, DSU, NSU $201.85 $40.37 $161.48
Graduate - SDSMT, SDSU, USD $210.40 $42.08 $168.32

Variable Benefits Rates
University FY15

BHSU 14.23%
DSU 13.85%
NSU 13.92%
SDSM&T 13.89%
SDSU 14.04%
USD 13.90%

Department Head (exempt), Student Services Coordinator (exempt), and Program Assistant (CSA)

The new program will receive the existing resources (University redirections) currently budgeted for the 
degree it is replacing.  The new program will be supported by existing courses and reassigning faculty to a 
small number of anticiapted new courses.  The breakdown above shows the transition of students to the new 
program.

The FY15 salaries of the five Department of Architecture faculty were averaged.

It is anticipated that 0 courses per year will be taught by adjuncts.

Faculty travel to professional conferences (American Institute of Architects, National Council of Architectural 
Licensing Boards, National Architectural Accreitation Board, American Council of Schools of Architecture, 
National Conference on the Beginning Design Student, construction and architectural practice trade shows, 
etc.); printer and paper supplies for faculty and staff office functionss; computer and imaging 
hardware/software replacement; studio maintenance and equipment replacement; library and other media 
sustaining purchases;support for the architecture department shop spaces; and accreditation sustaining fees 
and institutional membership in ACSA.  
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