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SUBJECT 

SDBOR Dashboard Updates: Affordability and Peer Analysis 

 

CONTROLLING STATUTE, RULE, OR POLICY 

None 

 

BACKGROUND / DISCUSSION 

BOR staff updated the SDBOR Public University Affordability Dashboard and SDBOR 

Peer Analysis Dashboard. The SDBOR Dashboard series provides policymakers and 

institutional leaders with powerful tools to aid in making informed decisions. 

 

The SDBOR Public University Affordability Dashboard provides a tool for evaluating the 

affordability of South Dakota’s public universities in the broader national context. 

Variables contained in the dashboard include tuition and fees, grant aid, total and net price, 

state appropriation revenue per FTE student, tuition and fee revenue per FTE student, and 

graduate debt. Based on the most recent update: 

 

 State appropriations per full-time-equivalent (FTE) student rose by only 11.4 

percent in South Dakota from 2007-08 to 2017-18.  Over the same period, revenues 

from tuition and fees (per FTE student) rose by a staggering 55.8 percent. 

 Tuition and fee charges for in-state students rose by a greater magnitude in South 

Dakota (53.7 percent) from 2008-09 to 2018-19 than in any other neighboring 

state.  Similarly, "total price" (tuition and fees plus room, board, books, supplies, 

and other expenses) grew by a similar percentage over the same period. 

 Average grant aid rose by only 19.2 percent in South Dakota from 2008-09 to 2017-

18, by far the smallest level of growth among neighboring states. 

 From 2008-09 to 2017-18, South Dakota’s “average net price” (total charges minus 

average grant aid) rose by 48.3 percent, the second largest increase across 

neighboring states and among the largest increases in the nation.  As of 2017-18, 

the state's average net price was approximately $1,200 more than that of the next-

highest neighboring state, and exceeded the neighboring state average by more than 

$3,000.  

 

https://www.sdbor.edu/dashboards/Pages/University-Affordability.aspx
https://www.sdbor.edu/dashboards/Pages/Peer-Analysis-Dashboard.aspx
https://www.sdbor.edu/dashboards/Pages/Peer-Analysis-Dashboard.aspx
https://www.sdbor.edu/dashboards/Pages/University-Affordability.aspx
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The SDBOR Peer Analysis Dashboard offers an interactive tool for comparing institutional 

data from South Dakota’s public universities to data from other four-year public 

universities across the United States.  For any dashboard view, two institutional groups can 

be selected: (1) an analysis group, and (2) a comparison group.  Comparison groups can be 

customized using an array of available filters.  Then, for any indicator selected, data are 

shown comparing the two institutional groups.  Data for this dashboard come from the 

federal Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS) Data Center, a 

publically-available repository of self-reported institutional data for US colleges and 

universities. Individual universities can make analysis on nearly 100 variables related to 

admission, enrollment, cost & aid, staffing, outcomes, finance and efficiency. 

 

IMPACT AND RECOMMENDATION 
Informational only. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

None 

https://www.sdbor.edu/dashboards/Pages/Peer-Analysis-Dashboard.aspx

