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SUBJECT 

College Application Week Update 

 

CONTROLLING STATUTE, RULE, OR POLICY 

None 

 

BACKGROUND / DISCUSSION 

South Dakota College Application Week (SDCAW) is part of the nation-wide American 

College Application Campaign. The American College Application Campaign (ACAC) is 

a national effort to increase the number of students from underrepresented populations 

pursuing a college degree or other higher education credential. The primary purpose of this 

effort is to help high school seniors navigate the complex college admissions process and 

ensure they apply to at least one postsecondary institution. The effort occurs during the 

school day, with a focus on students who might not otherwise apply to college. 

 

SDCAW originated in 2014, with nine high schools participating in the first year of the 

pilot for the campaign. Additional high schools have been added each year, with all high 

schools becoming eligible to participate during the 2018 College Application Week. 

College Application Week is held in late October/early November, and high school seniors 

at participating high schools are eligible for up to three free applications to South Dakota 

postsecondary institutions during that week. 

 

At the Student Affairs Committee retreat in June, SAC discussed potential new approaches 

for College Application Week. The recommendations from SAC are outlined below. 

1. The focus of the program needs to be on college awareness; not free applications. 

2. SAC suggested a “College Awareness Month”, which would involve a promotion 

campaign at the BOR level. The campaign would need to promote the benefit of 

public higher education across the state, and would be a marketing initiative from 

BOR. They recommended using central funding to promote “College Awareness 

Month.” 

3. A College Application Week advisory board should be created, which would 

include guidance counselors from high schools. 
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4. SAC suggested varied approaches when it comes to the handling of application fees 

or free applications: 

a. Use the ECAP as our free application. 

b. Apply the application fee student’s pay toward their first month’s bill. 

c. Only give one free application to those students who qualify for free and 

reduced lunch. 

 

In January 2020 it was decided that, in collaboration with the Student Affairs Committee 

(SAC), a College Application Week working group would be formed to review the 

recommendations noted above. The intent is that the group will make recommendations to 

Dr. Perry regarding strategies for making the event even more effective for assisting high 

school seniors in navigating post-secondary admissions processes and also allow AAC 

members to have the opportunity to give input regarding prospective members of the 

working group.   

 

IMPACT AND RECOMMENDATION 

In light of the COVID-19 pandemic and processes within the system needing to be 

reprioritized, the SDCAW working group’s efforts to rethink the program are being 

refocused for 2021 as there is not enough time at this point in the year to strategize and put 

a new process in place for the current year.  For 2020, Board staff recommend keeping the 

original processes from previous years with the free College Application Week dates being 

November 2-6, 2020. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

None 


